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'',\In,;lI1dn;lnd C M';;1! ;!Il,l m) ,~l i fO lH}(IcJ f'lllp irl'S, but UPOIl w hat d id \I' t n:$t tht' crtati')I1,< ' If our gcnill~? 

L'plln f" rn', J c~u,< Clni":l al"I1I' i"lIml,'11 hi~ ,'ulpirr UpVIl Ime, Ami toda), whil.: Ill) ;Jrmi.:~ ha l'" tt,rl"otf" 11 HI", 

millj"l\, \\"<lul,1 ,Ii<' Irll' lI im, \\"1111 : lin :th)'q IIt'/wl'I'n 1111 tH! _,,'J' \ ;,l1d duo ,·!t·rnal f(·ign " i Chfj~t."-,\'III~I,{"'I/I·f 

Irib", ( III ("":11"'11. u'b,,,' I, i"h'ltl.f W( r,./'-/)'·fllc Ih;J 1/II,l/li1 (H,.;/I,II III ,\', . f ldrru.) _ 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

.1,J"fl"l lr'"" CILHt LES VI C K I:":::-"S 
11\ l IO I.O,~I'" II II.KI ,'5 :':'1':-.1' 

., / "iii 1/'" i !'m! I, ; r;lj ,·,,/mm. (," ' /11" wi lli mr," snit! lit .. ( I,ild, 

O \"Cf.'. :11'''1.1 a 1}lm",')1l l'hl"i",tlll:b 1':1'1',' , .. Id S.;rrn'I!" 
" ,1\ l>\J~\' til 111~ t .Il I!: I'. II \\"a~ \"1111, bl l ll1!! 1\'t';lt h,'r 

II irh ;t lfli.-:k 'i,;~, ;1Ilt! ht' could h~ar I h~ pCI:'pil' uu tsld :, 
g ... \' hC"(";:in~ up and .1 .. 11'11. q:\llIpinj!: (h6r r("\'\ U p O Il 

fi ll' Ilill Ctllt"IH·~r"ll e:s. to ,,' anll ,henl, 
It lI'a~ ju~t tillt:r v'dnd • . 1<w it \I;h quill' I! ;jr l:. aI , 

n':!!I)" jnt! iij..!;h! ~ lI ("n ' ,li1l11~ .1I111il1 l; In tlu' uflio', . Th., 
.1' iI, lr of Srnll)~(: ~ r'.Iom \\" :1::0 IIp(; n MJ that 111" ... oI.ll d ,':t'E" 

ill (It til{' (jllt,'f ;'11{" \\!tnc I<i~ clerk ~:a , r"l'~ill:; !!-tln" 
S.;r",,~{' 1I;((t [I \e ~) .mall lire-but (hat ,, ( hi. ,,1 .. ,, 1:. \\":1_ 

s" lll lll'h sl\1;,il,'r it lu"kl',1 likt "nl' ['<lOll. 

" \ :\ 11'f1' ) Chri~!m,\~, Unck," (Tied il du:c rful I'(JIU': . 

It \i'~~ riu' "'Ii,'{' "f S<r()"~{"~ 11 t: llh"I\, :11111 hc h;ltl ht'{,11 
I' n lk inl;~" r;Jl'i,ll) in till' {"o.:: .1n,1 t:"ld th;:t he \\",1 " all 
in Ii J.:IIJ\\ : hi~ W( . · \\';I~ nul.!. [UlII i l!1!I,I,,)me :lilt! hi, 
C".\r~ 'p'lrkl,',1. ":-\ ~ I r. r [~ <. 'hri~(1T1a, , " n'lw;n.·d III'. 

" Bah!" ~:lid Snoll.:!:(L, " ll ullLhllll!"' 
" L'hri~tm ;? ..: a 1tumhu~, VnI'1e?" ~ ilid ;-\cr",,;.!\ 

II('ph"I', "Y"II d"n't In,'an th,H, I ;un ,111',', 

;'1 dll," , aid SCn)(I~(" ":\ lerry Ch ri,/nw,~ \ \, ILII 
ri:;h r ha le ~1111 to he l11c rr~? ~ " "I' rc poor tl1'<1I;.:II," 

"C"llW, theil ," i"I't u rncll Ihe lIepll1:1\' f!:ljlc ~ . " \V hat 
r igb/ have ) UU to he au:>, .. ? YO\I're rich ('nVll~h," 

S~'n >l) ~(' -s:li tl " Bilh!" :l.~:li n : ;lnd folluwed il up Ilith 
.. II IlI l l l> tl)! ~" 

])1111', !)(' an!!l"} , IInd\·. C~I I'lt' , rlinl: \lilll u~ tomOl"' 
rIl\\, . Clll'i~l ma~ i~ a )! (!O(! t ime : a kind, fof).!.il 'ing , chnr­
it:, b!(', pl('a~:IIH timc, whcn Ill' .:: ;Ul 1lt'IV IJIhl'ni 10 Ill' 
hap[)) , COIll~ be happ), Il ith u,; toll)untl\\', 'I'on', ) 0\1, 
Ulle!.- ?" 

'; ' (}- I Il on'r!" r(l;"l r~\1 S\· "' '' '~t'' '"(;,,,,,1 dtcmrKIIl ," 
" \\ 'cl l-a .\I crr) Chli~ t !11:t' til ,11 '1), anl·W;l.l, under' 
"'( ; 11(1\1 :IfIt'nlOilll 1" ,aid S':\"I~I;::t, " :\ no ;1 hnlJJl} 

""II' ~'c;\ r!" ~;\Id 11i ~ IW I,I)!'\\', 
"( ;'I< \(I af!crn,I('m!" ~;Iid S.-r','(J~C", 

\\'idl a hcany Chrl._lma" ;.:n:ctin{! t <> thr d,'fk , 
~,:rtlll~C '~ nephew Idt-- ;IIHI ~<'f"\:;':{' f.'h \1Iluhl.1 irri , 
taed ttl hl';! r !lIt' \'I{' rk 1I':lrml.1 f t'tll rll hi~ ;::nl!il " i.,.IIt'_, 
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2 THE KI'iD DEE DS ~IESSEKGER 

At last thr. time to clost' rh~ offi ce arrived and 
Scrooge ~:lid grudgillJ!ly to his clerk, "You'l l II ant all 
tumnrruw, [ ~uppo~e?" 

T he clerk ~milt'd fa iutly, "Yes, sir. if I ma~?" 
" I SUppO!>e plII must:' said Scn.»)~c, I.n lltollill l; hi" 

ht'all overc"at to the chin. "lie here all the C:lrlin 
. ' " nc.,\! mornHl~. 

Scroogt' w"k hi~ lund} dllllle1" in :I shabby little n:~· 
t;t Ufa llt :111r1 IIT n l lWIll(' to bcd. H e lived in a :,;;)on1l1} 

old hO\lsC and kld a !ar!:.!! glO(lIll} r()olll-Inll he dirln ' l 
.::m: a h,lttOll-i t Wfl" ( hcap--and he hater! tn ~pclld 
monel, 1-I e \\ as ti red ; "I> unurcs,;cd Iluiek!)' and \\'\'1\1 
ttl [)I'd . 

Suddenl} he awoke. It \\'.:l~ ~t) dark th:H h(' cu1l1,1 
~arcd) * l' the windo\\ '\J:lnc. Uut then t ht ckx~k 
~ trut:k.-"o he li$tcned for the hou r: jUq tweh-c U'dfJ •. .-k . 

W hat was Ihis ? A hrig:llI light sholle ahvut him. 
M l cI the str :lng:eH ~il! ht lIlt't hj~ "yt:s- f(,r r il;ln in If<'l ilt 
.If Ilim ~tO(lll a child-a ht'llutiful IIUI, c!r('~:-(; d all ill 
;;rc"n, wi th ;1 r"d cap 0 11 hi, hC:ld. 

St'rllogr. ~at up in hnl in ;1I11a;-;CI11CI1 1. " \\, 11<1 ;,n' 
rUII?" he ),::tspcd. !\Il d the Chil,1 ~"i !l , in a CJt:;H, h(,l1· 
lik.: l'lli(·e. " 1 am the Spirit (If Chri~ f\1l<l~, CUll I<' Ilith 
l1Ie'" 

!\ .ilV wa~ the time f.lr ~"ruu;;r t', 'Say "n~!I~ " :lI1d 
""umhug!"-ou t $Olllchuw he couldn·t. II ,· jll~t $tn rc\1 
:11111 st:Hr.d. The Child n'pe;;t".l , "Come II'it ll Int'" lll1.1 
hct:kolled. Scrooge fOtll ul himsclf (HIt of hed :111 11 .I,,,~,,,~ 
jug hu rrieJly. bu ndling up in his muffler HIlII <llar,,;,t. 
a~ thnugh ht knell he 1I:b I!:lling a gf('at dist:\llt:t , 

The Child ~trt'tdlt'd mil hi~ hand and ,·1a."p,·d 
S..:r()oge ·~-Ihcre ~eemcd 1> \lch ~trenl;:th ;l nd warmth in 
thc pr('S~lIf t, }\~ they turned to I!:Il Ollt , S<'rClf)~C ft'll 
~('1I1t'thin),: rub geml ) a~ni ll~t hi:- Jt.g,. 1-1 .: lov!.:cd dU'lIl, 
A dQ:,!.l It could n't ue-I I(' ruhhed hi~ t:n~. ___ \es. il 
W:lS BCIl. old Iku . I\'h ' )111 Scn)tl~1! had dt'a~IJ l o~'cJ in 
his hodlOlId and :"'1tllv !1l i~H (1 w hen he eli.·!\. The Child 
~mi\ed. " I-Ie will gil wilh \IS ," he ~aiJ geud}. :llId I!J­
~cfhc r the) l1:b-.cd "III ,,( the f O(Jl ll alHI 1111: gltKJJl1 .1 ol .! 
hou$t'-t hc Child. the ~bn nnd the Du:.! . 

T Ill' ci ty had vanished-t ilt ([;(I'k:neN; and thr lUI; 
were plrle. It w as :1 o.:uld, de,'!.r wintcr da~ w ith .~ Il nw 
UpOIi the grVlmd. "Goud heaven !" sl(i!1 Srrll\)gt·. "1 
wa~ hurn ill this place. 1 was a buy here!" 

Thl' Chil.i !!:l.u:d UPOIi him Illiltll r , :uul he Irlt thc 
j/l)' 11I1r1 hope oj! l.ml!: ago. T he_I walked IIP!JlI the road, 
1\ little to\\,n nllvca red in the dist:l!1ce, Some ~h<lg!; ) 
plln te:- Wi're trottjn~ tl!1I';m) them Ifi th lwrs upo n thtir 
hn\:k.-:, II'hu calleJ III other hOl s in cOll ll lr)' ('arts :md 
W:tgOIl~, dril'en hy fnrmer< . The) laughed :'Iml ~hullted 
11ntil tlw hruad (idd~ II en, fillc.1 with lIlt' ro' music :l nd 
tlw .:ri5Jl ;I ;f 1:lIIghed with them. . 

T he) cnlbl ",\lerr) Christm;b" to Ollt' anodwr. :111.1 
Srrnogc f(j,)iced t(, hf'::tr it. Au(1 th!:' rr-Ihl'~ II (·r,: in it 

sdw<)l-wo!l1, nlld It [,01 ~:l[ at his desk wund.'rin;: when 
till· ca ll would l:NllC 10 go hOIlle-gl:lIl1.:inJ2 n ll~i!)ll~l) 
;I t the door. It opened nllu a little girl cm lW dartinJ2 
ill ;lIld j)ullin).,t her arms :!fOund the ho~'s lI crk: ~ai !l 
hI :1111 c(}me to or in!!: }OU home, dear brnth!'r. Hm)l{' 
for Ch ri5 tl11 ;J~." And it W>l $ F:'In-lht: bo)' W;I~ S<:rno~,· 
- F ilII. hi~ li ttl e ~i~t er. .. hI' h,1d dirJ lung. 1t"<lTS llgo. 

Th <:: 11 tilt,. weft> alune agaiu- thc Child. S.:ro!ll!'· 
~"d the Do]!, w ho pressed eveT l o\' ingl~' :It his side, 
\ Vh,H "'lIS this? The) I\'~ TI' had.:: in the t:itr. with "It 
tilt' bustl (' :md tr;Jt1ic It lI'a~ eH'nin !; :wd tile strl:('ts 
wer(' lighted lip. A young man was hl'lId ing: 1)1'('1' 

snmcthill J; iJ\ the gUlIer-the dog hL':.~jd,· Sal"l),:l' II hille,1 

~o fl~. T Ill: man li fted a t in ) bed ra!;J!led bttcn tn hi~ 
:lrm~ :mtl ~tuud up. So:rool:(c ~all' his face. i t wa~ hi lll­
sclf- him:;.clf as:\ ~mlOb mall. 

I II fro nT !If them :-tnud ~ hi!;: \\"art:h"u~c . The .Jl lu r 
II':,~ "pen. 

"1)0) rou rl"'I11;ni;-;,' it?" :t~ 1.:. 1'1i the Chil d_ ''O J (")U~, 
I workc,l there!" still Sl;rOl)gt' in gr\::,l! e-'l'ittnwnt. 
T iley w en l in following. the ~oullg man 1\ ill l the kittt'll, 
illt" an ufli.~c. w hat: an !lIJ l;ellt lt' lIInn w~, ~ittin~ \\ it ll 
;r Iligll hat on. S{J high Ih:lt if he hMI bt"C1l Inuo.:h taller 
it w ould 11:l\'e hi t the Cf·iling. 

ScrulIgc n;cd /JIJf, " \ Vhy. il\ "It I Fn:;o,ill t'g! HIt'" 
hi> heart; it's Fe;-; 7,iwt·~ ill ;vl' ;'gain!" 

"StC what I Ila ,'c found, sir:' "lid ),,11111,: Snnug(·. 
,dlllw ing him the little kitt tn. 

" HIe';"'; my sU\II:' qid uld F('uill"el!:, " ;1 punr little, 
o:a t. half ~t'lTvcd . T :tkr it ufll>laiT$, Ehelll'zt' r. t:lb· it 
liP tl) the girk '1'111.'1 \\' ill .;are f<)r it_ Thell M:nd D ick 
\V ilki ll ~ to 111e. l'Or" IlU mnre \l url.: lO!n i!;ht. Chri..~tm:IS 
[I·e . b(,~ ~ , C hristlll a.~ El'e !" 

J::hrm"t('r "'eJlt IlIll \li th thr C:I1. and the Chilli. 
:-;cr.~ )~ .. ;)l1d th", DOl; w tltcht!d I' hile (lI d Vc;-;~jwe~ 

hustled ;thout dif{'Clin~ 1101' o:lrrk.... In a li tt le wh ile 
evcr)lhinl; /llin ahle lI' a_~ rle:\fctl a ll' ;IY ill the hig m,lin 
rr)oltl of the II <lr('ho\l';,·. T he AUOT was ~w cpt. The 
I(HIIl;,; men a mI \\'omcn tmpio}ttl ill the bU$ine:-.s (atllc 
trw1ping in :H H.! dccllr;ltl't1 thl· W<lJl ~ with grei'Jl ~, Iwll) 
:Ill,] mistil: tll{· . 

111 canle :111 f, rdu:"tra :1 11<1 t' "1n l tlwi r illstrulllellt' 
lih fift; stulll~dl-ac ht·" AnI! in 1::11111' ~ Ir". Felzi wr,;. 
f ll lt' va,;t suh~ t a t1l i:t1 Sllltl,· alit! th o.' th ret· b('1(lll i!! J,:. llre!11 
:'oli .. !, Fe;-;zi\\'l'gs. Back , ·:tIl W )Oll!! ;': E!lt'l1r~c r Srnllll;l', 
1"111 ing the ki!t t'n fed, ~: of(' nnll w arm in the IiI in~ 
<[11:trtc N ul'stnin;. 

\ Vhal a d'LlIt't thl·)' had, So:r.mgc tt·lr ~ OtJll~. hall]) 
:111<1 J!. ilY ag:l iu as he w:Hehed. \\'hal wuuld hb h\l~i· 
n e"~ friend~ thi nk if thel tuuld k1101\ hllw ht' feh. 
W I,a t lI'ovl d his d er l:- ? i' le felt the Child's gl~nre, 

" \ Vhat ii' t hl: malter?" s:liti th(' C hild, 
"j\olhing pa rt ielllar," sn,id Scr(H~ge, 
" Sulllcthinj;, I thin k::' the C hild imi~letl. 
"S o: '~!ljJ Scruo~. " I ~hould like to ~H~ ,1 1\l1f11 or 

tW'1 to my cle rk jU~1 Jluw. ThHl'~ all." 
Ilis f(lffller $cli turned duwn alt the li~ht:-. n.~ Iw 

J,!~I " ultcrallct til tllt' wi~h; nnd Seft)(jg('. th," Child ;IIIU 
lilt' Dng ,tIIQd siJ e )') ~idl' in the ope11 air. HI'furl: 
dll'lll W it' the I)oor, foJur-ruotned house: nf Boh Cr<ltehit. 
S"a'}()ge's cleric. nnd the Child. S..:r(lo~e ;'I ml the Dut; 
('" rned anJ loot"od w atching. 
Th~ pl ain n)(1m~ \I cre ~r<Jtl('%I) C\t:;J1l amI madr 

!wl1le·!jh· br ta~ ((' 111)(1 care. :'ol r~ . Cr:Hth il in a ~h:tllh l 
dre~~ made gal h ~ ribh<Jm , flIT thlT arc cheap. :Iud Iocr 
<el'und dallghter Bclind:l, :Ils<I g:ty in ribb(1n ~, were bus) 
lal iUl; the labl.·. i\ 1:l'-lcr P l'ter Cratchit WilS HI! dn· ..... ,·.1 
UII in a high whit e elillar IIf hi~ fathcf'~ :t nd h:\d a hanJ 
time tu I.:.etll the conte", (Jilt oi the ';l{w;epan (jf put;Jt,ot'l­
he was phlllf!in!,: ;) fork into I n tl'~ t tlwi r nJ(l k: ill\,:_ 
\\ 'hill, thl' t\\' () slll;dler Cratt:hits, ;t h()~' ;md :I girl. 
\\ crr J'lIlcillg :lOO\lt . gctlin~ ill el~'qh'KI) 's \\:t}. "\V hll t 
h~ ~ h:lPlll" I1I'1i tn ) /)ur fath~r ?" said ;\ 11'$. Cr:lldlit. 
"/\ .111 \'Ilur hruthtr. Tim Tim? And ,\ i;mh" late b\ 
;t ~. )"ihalf;1I\ hour!" . . 

" I k re 's :'o brth~. Ill"ther !" :-aid a ;;irL :ll' lle;lflng a .. 
,III' >p"h', "11 .. rr \ :'ol:t rtha. :'oi lltiler. Ir\lrr:th!" cried 
tI,,· til () ~"Ullg Cr~to:hi t ~. 

" \VI,y , hl(" ... ~ yUU I' hl':lTt ;t\jIC". Ill r dl':l.r. hI,,,, 1;)1., 1<l1l 
an· l" '::li. I,\ l r~. C fatchit ki~~i ll~ hl'r :l11,,/ t'lllil1w, ;'111) 
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III\'II1;.:I ,!" w kin :! off JJl'!" !! jU :md ,·,,:n for he r. .~l:I rth ;l 
lI'orked fur a millin('f, ;lnd cl irln '! get hlJl)lc often. 

" f-J~'\C ' ~ f:lthc!' l'1,min~. " c ried the tl,',) youll~ Cr:lt­
,' hit __ \dHl \,rrc c"o::rywht:rl' at '111 (; ,', "!Ii,h" ).r ~rtha. 

hicit!" 
Su l\faflh a hid :md in Ciune Huo. Sl'ruUgC ' ~ drrk. 

II 11 11 T iny Ti l}) 1111'111 his shuIIld \'r ...... la~. for Tin)' 
']' jm . HI' bOr!.' ;1 link l"rutch and h i, limb .. 11' ,"re "III)' 

r" )" tl·,1 by ,~ n ir"n f ramr. "\\'11.1 . 'I" htn"~ l\lartha?" 
s:lid Bob, I' H)kin~ :Hl>tlllll . "Nut ":l)min~:' ~aid i\ [ r~. 
l 'r:I!,:hit. "~"t l'()hling:!" said Btlh. ";';,,1 comin),:. 
:1)'1>11 t.:hr i,tin il~ IJnr!" 

.\ I:ll'\h1l e,)uldn'l ~'l' him d i~:IPI,,,in l c ll C\'1;'11 in Ol juke. 
"\' "hl' ,':lIlle" nut i n ll'11 behind tht du~(' t ,lull I :lllll Inll 
ill l" hi" :1flll~ . '1 ')1\'1I ~\Ich :t bU<lI t' a,. Clbucd, ;1 1\\1 'lid ) 
:, ,\inll(' f a, thUl? w ,1-i--'i(J pitifu ll,l ::im\II!', hm d rl'""d 
II i!ll d ,~' ,,;\\,1.:(' '" i \"'t" , tindnl'~" and J,:ond c.heer, T he 
1"tllll' Iling I',)illt \\' ~b Ihl' puddill).!- rh:u L':11I1~ in Iwlll 
\'nnall~ alnlt h~ ;:'1 11'-, ('rard,: t-flJuud like;1 ~ pe,' kled 
,'allulrn -h:d] Il'itll a gn'al ~prig of holly , I\(,'k ill the top, 
(lh, a \\'ondfTilil \HHIllill g ! BI)h Cratrhit $,Iill ~tI, (\1 
la,,! the doth II':\': l'l,':ln,d , Ih~ h('arrh ~Inpt arid tht, iin' 
w:1lh, liP, e"!.:r, ;\!lllll"s :lIul ur:l nge_ \n~fI' bid upun il ll' 
lahh, :md a ,dlH\d,full uf "hl' ~lIl ut~ VI' th e- lire, The 
l :r:II"hir f:lmill' sat arOIIl)(] Til (: fire , and whilc tht, 
chr.itl1u!:< ' \llln ~f('d and l'ra,'kl,'d nl1isih Bob C r:,lc!lit 
r;,lwll hi~ ~b", "f l:idl'f :l1ll! IH"I'''~I:d a I<J:,_\_ " , \ 
.\II'rr\' t'hrl~ l:na ~ t il In; :!l I, 11\1 {k:lr" , Go(1 bIt" II~!" 

Th;',1 dr:lIlk it I;r;\\, ,'I) -th~n :\1 r" C r:ltdlil ",krri 
II'h,11 ha,1 h'pt :\ bnha ", larc: ill rnmill).: , "P"" r old 
,\11'. Tu:!h.r' ~ ~ id.: ag;!in, '<, ! ran ill to d lcel' hilll, " ,aio 
.\brlh:l ~li1il;lIg, "I-I \! \\',, ~ ill a ~;Id W:I} la~t 11/:'/:'1.: , it 
had j!. rO\\'ll h;lf(kr and h:\r(!cr (fir him t\) (<tcd hi" (lId 
.I,,:,: ';1111 tIHr,,!'-llot hein:,! :,111(' !u work and make !he 
IUnf!n to)r tlwi r b '"\,, But what ']1) 1(111 think , f:nhe r, 
!nurh:'r?" Marth a Ilt':n lli'l l h:l llpi1 r :I~ she tv l'ned fNUl 
" 11(' p:;rI'nt t il thl' otlwr. ":\ rich lad\' heard ;,b(lut it 
and sill' ,':!II1 C twr,o.df and Idt cllou~h' llJfl/lt!,\' for '\I r , 
T\lgb~' til hu ) In( JlI ior all of thcm ftl r 111:111 )' a 1(J 1l~ 
.1:11 ', and '1:111 11 ri' :I! l'hriHlll:ts din ne r illl cookt'u-:tllu 
ht~t "f " II-~"\''s (,11II\il1l!: j"\'C ry wcek to ~('I' th:lt :'Il r , 
'j'\lj;JII' ha, ,~J\ n' ;( 1ll1 nU1-tiort , " 

.\r r'~, l :~a t<, hit r LIl'I'C''; llt'r h'lIld. hilppi ly alld Boh 
L'l' Olkhit l1"d,II'(\. ,lIlillll!! \l' lth j ()y, " That'~ ju~t II'h OlI 
I :lhl-:l1 ' ,:1) ' , if } 'I<i'l'(' kin:! and I"n your lH'i!;.hbm, 
:Inri 1'11 111 an il)1Jds liS '1' 11.0;11.1 ,!o".,. , IlOtJO luck II ill l:<JIllI' 
1" ~ ' II I1, :!l1ti iT h il~ , ,'bnr ',.; t h(, time I've ~ell T ughl 
j! i \ \ ' hi" !\IIw h t(l SUII1(' P'OIl I' hungry dOl!: or \011 1" ~nJ go 
,,11\ of hi" W;ll' to fi nd them a Iwnw, ilne! heaven bums 
t!lt'rt~'S \'n" H~h flf !lIt'Ill, It milkes 1111 heut ad\!' 1n 

Thill k ,, ' :dl Iht' ,1 00fl' in g ))nima l, in ihi" hi)!: ci ty to­
n;~ht, 'I'l"'n-i l T ughy ,:11\' ,Ill } mlln hurting il Imr'l' 

, ill thr dill ', .. \l'llc'll \1(' W:I~ hak :lI1d st fol1l!-it \\'ll~ Th<: 
h~t tillW 1\1,",1 dOl it. when T llJ,dn I!ot I h r(Ju~h Wi Th 
)lil11 !" oI nt! \1 ' Il> (' r; lf r hit 1')'1k a IOIll! dri nk ()f \'i tl t 'l 
\l'i l h ,! rdi~h , 

" I -t' ! ' _~ (lrink tu :\I r. ::il' f<HI':" , " ~a;d Ill' , "Th~ F"lPl 
,fer Il f tl\(' F (: ;\"t !" 

" FuuIHln Ilf till' 1,'"", 1. indeed !" ,Tin!,\l 1''', Crutchi\. 
rn111<-11i l1).:, "I wi,,11 I h:ld hi m here, I'd l! i\'1: Ilim :1 
L'ln'" "I 1'111' min(! t" Ic",t Ilt,a n," 

" ,~I,' d;'~r " "aid Bllh, "1111' rhihlrnl , Chri~t\lla, 
I LI\ !'" 

'; 1' 11 ,I rink hi~ IW:llth t"r ) uur ~a ke I1ml tllt, n ol\ \" 
,:wl .\fl'~, ( ratchir , "lHlt nut £0 1' ),j" , t ill: llWall , ,ril1~ ,\ 
,,1.1 11Iall !" 

Till' ch ihln'll ,trilllk til .- P,:II- \ "i!,'I' her hm it 11:1. 

" <. 

tile first uf their IHoceedin;.:~ tha t li n,! nil ht,1ft W If. 
Tiny Tim d rank la~l of niL 

Tht Ch ild looked at old S.:r'-",~t>-hl' ~hr;j!lk ~,\\ :1) 

;lll(l loo/.a'd (1')\1 It-he f~ lt ~() ;t~tl<l l!l c:d v f the man he 
had been-the ~h::\(Io \\' Iii. vCII mIme had .::asl ulll1!l ~ltr 
hapry f:lmily, T hC' dog. pn:,;,,~' d d"~(. r t <! hi, ,~ i,J(' ~nd 
\.:1:1111) Jichd his ham!. 

Theil Hob prOP(~\-d , "j\ :\/erry Chti,tma~ to H~ 11 11. 
my dcal's, at;a in, G od lolt~ s \t~ !" \V hich thl' i :'lmii l 
rl'- ~ cho/:'d , 

"God hlb,; U$ t:1't'r ) "IH' !" ~ :Iitl Tim Ti ln , tll" Ia~t 
of alL He s:'It w:rl' .:k»e I,) Ili~ i:nlu:t\ ~i d l' UII'1il l~i, 
little ~t()tJ l. B"b I;~II I hi~ li trlr \l'itiwl'I' ,1 11 :(1)(\ in III" 
<111'11 , a~ if he \\'i sh~d t ll keep 11ilrl h~ hi, ~idr ;:t1 11 kln',1 
h,' mit.:ht )," takpn fr", n hi m, 

"C11 ;](!." " ,id S"n~!).((' widl ;111 intNtit he )wel 11\'\'\'r 

f,' \r !lefor(' "'f,'11 111\' i t T i11\' Tim \I ill Ii\'t'~" 
"I ~i'(' [I \':u';llll d llJir in iltl' ,Iiimn!'\' ,-<,mer ~In( t :1 

,'Tut.:h Il'itll,nl t al\ Il\\ lle!'," , aid th~' Cilild ~;I(ll\', "II 
T i l1~ Tim h;],;Il't the care th at 1111111C)' brin j!s , iim.tlle r 
Ch ri~I I1l :l~ II il l 11<11 find hilll hen'," 

:).-r"llg~ ~ !:Ir1, 'd, ;1I1d fmlnd him,'d l III lwd, The voice 
"f thc Chil,l 1" ,1~ still rillgi llg; i,l hi, car" H e cu\dd 
~1i!1 fed t hp 10I'i(1 ;': I' fl'l;SUre 01 1,1 ,1 Btu, hi ~ (log, but 
the :.:IV() lll~ !l,H"" Wil$ {'1l1ptl' ill t hr f,:dl' tl luflling li ght 
th:t t filt t, ~, ', 1 lliroll j!h the dillY;Y Il' ind ')II' -l'ant,., 

Sao('ll!:(' j"mp{'d molt 01 btd 1\ ilh " h<1lwd , HI' II-a, 
;;<> lIu~tl' fNi al\11 !;U I!luI\'i nl; wil h g(l()d iJltt' IHi (m, th at 
h(' (,11 \1 1,1 hardl ), d ress , hIlt he finally d id ~(I , fllmi!):.! Iii, 
;:atlllellts ill :llId 11 111 in h :l\ld ~ tlwt' Irtmhl t,d II idl J",\" 

IlllS hn5!e, "I dlll1't knoll' \I'h:lt III (I" fir,,!," 1, (' ,'fir,!, 
" I 'I'onder Il 'hilt day t hi~ i" , ,,';1, it all a ,! n';ml? o k 
I fn'l ~" h~ pp) 1 l:lllI :I, mnrr ;!~ ;1 ",'lu ,,)1 itil,l' 1" 

RUI111ill g 10 d\(' wiud"l\' Ill' "1'1'l1 t,1I il ;i lld fll1\ u\1\ Ii ;" 
h('il ll. 1'\ 0 f,,:,:, II" lI'illl l: (h'ar, uriJ!,!H, ;.:ol flt:n ~ 1I1l ~hi l1 l' 
-,, \\' c~ t fres h ;Ii r, :Inti mf'rn' hrll~ rin ).!jl1)!, rinl!-jll~-
Oh, I!lorifJl1', ~!o ri(l\"'! ' 

" \Vh~I!'s today ?" ('ril',i $(wt,:,!,' , r:dlml-( to a btl) 111 
SI!<!,l~ :I)' clU~!IC~ ,,: 110 "" ''' , I O(Jk~l,r : l hullt, )';,111 , " 

r od:!}'! rcph~d !Ill' ho)" \\"hy, Chnst 11la ~ \);; ,1 \ 
"I,', (hllMl11.'1S JJar ~" ~rl i d Scrnol!e to hi lllM'lf , "thel1 

[ h;lvl1't mis:>l'U , Oh, "h~\ :\ Chrjstllla~ it i~ ~ (l i l\ g 
III be !" 

He put 011 hi~ I'cr} best dVl he" :lnd :It l;l ~t got out ill 
the strett.;, Tht pl:l)pl~ were po uring fllft" til th w dl 
,l l1d to fea.,; l$, anll II ;d.k illl; w ith his hal1ds hehind hilll , 
~(Tl)Oi!t' n':.:~rot'd f l 't.rrfln~ w iTh ;! dcligll1ed ~m il e , Ih' 
looked ~(j I)kas:mt that th1'('" Ill' f <1 l1l' g0!1d fellu \\' ~ ,a id, 
"Good morn in!;, Sir! A ~ I crrr C hristmas to you !" 
And Scroog~ "ai li ail erll'anls that dIOse were th e blith, 
('~t ~tlu nd.; hI:' hal.l e"(' r heard , 

Ilc: II aIled to t ilt' ~ro\:crs, nll(l 1I'11IIt Jm ord er he gnl e 
-cvl'n' gruJ<.1 thilll,: itnaginahlc f(Ir <l C h ristm ns dililicr 
-with c;\lld) :lnd d 1'iic~ lt ' fn lib ilnd cakrs, :\IId wh cre 
\\ ;L" <1 11 thi~ t. j L!;I)? To BJ)h Cratchit'.- b1c • ..'- \'OU­
,traight t" R'lh Crat r,;h it' , littl e four-nll )!]1 huu;;,e.' Alill 

n,)t a II" Jrd to :!(j with il :I~ to \l'h\l ~elH th e,e d + ill;;:~, 
IHlt :l w.lnl-it W;I~ ;\ 'Il rp ri~e , 

Thcll rhUl:k 1ing he \\l'nt off to dHlf<.:h-sti ll, ch'l l-k 
lillI;:, \\':ll ked ;tb'l li t !ht ~ Irrrl " :IntI I';i,du:d Ih[' IWII I' !(' 
hUIT)i llj! to and frV--:: lllll ~d (1)1<'" thc cll i!dr,'!i :l lld I';!!' 
It'l l (I () g~ UpOIl I' ll I' h('IIII--;tlld {"uIIII tll:lt \"\'''r\'\hi l1 ~ 
"uuld )!:i \(': him llk:\~l!r~ , li t, 111'11'1' dn'Mll"'! th;l t ;l J1\' 

" ;Ilk , th ilt all) thlll;!, l,."d,1 ,,, ;I 'r h im 'i! llHI,'h h"ppitl,>;, 
III the I1ftcn w" ll, hI' 1111'11/'(1 hi, ~n' ll~ t ''' \'~nl< hi~ 
\II' l llwIl ' " 1l\l1l'1 ' , 

I Ie 1':1 ~~ t'<1 ti l(' ,I, ,,·)" :1 \1"1.: 11 timn. hdl!l'I~ II!' Illul I hi' 
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.:"ur ~ ~t: HI >;11 lip ;nll! rillt: . Btl( ht m;Hk it tl;I~11 :ulIl 
did it . 

"Is \i)\lf 1l1(b l "r lit l!4'llU" , III~ tlt';lr;" ~:I id ~(1'>t)J.!1" t" 
Ih!' :::i;'l. \i.:e l:;irL \ 'er~· . 

"Ht'~ 111 th(' dillll1J!-toll:ll , Sir. 
' f:l ir~ if }"U !,l~:ts("" . 

"Th 'lllk'ct . H,' kil" l \"> mI· . .. ~Hirl So.:rnn;.:c. 
hllnd :tll-caI,1I Ull Ihe l!inill~· t ",,1)l dl)!, r knl ,ll . 
ill Iwn', In,' II ~M . " . 

\\"it h 
''J' \! 

hi" 
"II 

" 
I lc I\l1"lu:~ it ~rl1\IJ. ,illl! ~ii!1r,1 hi ~ li" (- ill :1t1L1 

;, rulln!! till' d"" f. T he,I , his I1l'pl.t\\" :111(1 l1 il' <"I' , "'I'T(' 
\"' Iking at Tilt, rablt· that W<i~ ~lH{,:ld <>\:\ in ).,'rt:itl an':I~ 
lOll' dlL' Chri~t1l1a~ dinlle!. 

"tred 1" ~:licl S t;t,~ ,\;t·. 

LJ N f hC;l rt ~ljl(·. 11,,\\" thn "!;tt ! ~d. " \\ 'hy bk8~ my 
>o\ll~" nin\ Fn,n . " \ Vlou' ... 'th;\ \ -:" 

"i I 's r, ) 't)\lf UI1I:ll' ~lfOn!!r . I h:'II'C' ("l> lll~ t (, dilll1l' r . 
\\'in Villi In Hlr i l l. Fr~d~" 

1.-< 1 him i, l l I f W ;l;~ a l\l .,. ~'r thl'l Ibdn't ~h~ k c hi~ 
hi\lld 11ft. K(,thlll ;!, h\'artin ,',nild n :I!T h ;~n: h"('1\ dl<lIl 
\heil' l!rel'!lI1 ~ , ;1 1111 rhl' ;! r~ctil)~" of dl<' j):h~r ;':lI t~b' 
\\"11I' rI 11l('~ ' "'III"'! \VI'l1dl'rfull'art,\-\rr'lll l ('['full!:" 1\(,~ 
- II',,,,,I,' rfu1 hal' 111 11" ", : 

Hllr Ill' 1,'ilS l'ar! ,1 il l till' tJflit'f' 11(':>. 1 nllHl1illl!' If lw 
,'1 1111,1 11 11 1) 1)(' til<'rr C:l rl)' ;!\III ":l lch H"h C1';I!(hi r lUlU' 

ill;! lall'! 
,'\' )11111' dill il; )"" hI' 11id~ T he d ()l~ k ~tnH: 1.: !llll ~ , 

\ (1 Boh, ,-\ qu:,1'I1'1' l'iI~1. ~o Iloh, HI" 11':,,, f!JIII 
l ' i~!I!I'Cll Ilii nll t "~ f'o:t~f hi~ tillle', Snnl'.l:I' ~,If lI'ith hr~ 
dO(IT II id, ' "111'11 ~If h,' (oul,1 1I':tf(h th,' li t rJ,' ',mTl"f nffi(t' , 

L' r;,tdlit ' ~ hal, lI' (b ,,11 hdll1'~ ht' llPcnrd thr ,1 ' lllf-­
the: !I\'t'rl'l,:'l t anti llLumer \I' ('rr nft' ill il ji ff ) , alll! Ill' 11':" 
<HI l,i~ ~wo11 ,i rll ill l! ;11t'i'~ with his ll t n fll r d~;'tf lik, 

" ll dlu!" :,!.!'lI" it'll Scmll;,:t, in Ihr ,""i.-r lit' 1I~,:( 1 I" 
h:l\,(~, 1s Jlc;'trl\ n,: ht' (UlII.I in:1\;r it. " \ \"!);I: ,10 \11\1 
lI1l'illi h~ (,,'!ll il~l! hen' a t t hi~ l ime o f Ii:!) ~ .. 

" I :11'1 ITr, ~"fr)', Sir," ~~ i d Hob C I'nl(hir, " I ;lll l 
h(,him) U1\ t[me," 

" Y"u ;tfl:~ " (c)}cM("d ::iu",,).:c, " )- e,:. I thillk ~'I\I 
~n', Stcl, thi~ W:I \ , Sir, i i ~!l\ 1 plt";\~, ," 

"!r~ 1I1111 UlH:r " ,Il:":lf, Sir," l)ll';).it·d Hob, M'IPC ';l l' ill ;! 
;.It dl!' .jO',., "It ,hall nut bt, "tP" il t~J. I \\'a ~ !1\:~kill;': 
r:lthcr I t n ' HI' ) t:'> tr nla,l. Sit," 

"'\ " ",, J'll 1,,11 r"u \\' b at, ll\~ i r i l'nc) , " ~:li, 1 :;,'r""lOt', 
"I ~U \1 (lilt ;':l)i l1 l,: 10 ~ f ,u ,,1 tl\;" ~Orl of thin!,! all\' lungt r, 

.. \ nd the n ' fori' ," h(, "'"llil1\,I('11. kilpil1l! fml1l hi, SHlhl 
and \!il'iilC; n<lh <\It'h ;, ,Ii\!" ill tilt' ri],,, Thar hl' >t~~l!c:r:'d 
b;l(k jnro~ til<' (JIl t r r ,,!tiel-'$; :1~:t;f1, "a nd thtrdorr I ~In 
ahmlt to ril i ~~ yU\lf ('. :ll;)I')' ~ " Scruo~r kl'pt hi~ \\'<.ITd , 
Hr r a j~tcl Btlh C r:H\'hit'~ ,a lary- hdp<.:d hi~ S\l'u; .. a,;:l i,,!! 
I llmi]~ :<nil til Tin,l T im, \\'it" ,lid 1ll)1 .lit" b:n :,!O! I\'I'I! 
tlnd ~Ir"n :! I)!l (] rr J:?'I"'] l1l('d i r~,l qrl', he lI'a~ a ~'("llll 
fllthn , 

1\ I I Mn't "Ill~ hum!l)l fri ends h .. thuught {"I' tI ll r!tnl 
l'hr r.< 1!11:1 ~ I)a)_,~fm 1M," :n ni\!ht S,'n~' I.,:t' ~,I T \\"['ifill:,! 
; ~ d I n ' \; f..r ,~ $\ln\ "f !1 1Wl t ) , ~l\ hilo: th~1 it '\ ' '' ~ h;(:dl~ 
hC' lir\ahlr-antl St'll t it I', ,I ,,0(11' 11 tha t t,ml.: ,',Ifl' oj 
:llIi(U~I,;-~n)f i t il l !l1rIllM)· ,, [ hi .... · ,,1, 1 do!:: Ih 'Il- I!':t : 
w " uld 1'II:lhlc' t hl'lll t" :'::1 t hl'r in f""lll br :tn(1 wi.1e 
11\)(\11 thl' ('ill ~ !rr.'t~ t ht, ;! ;)f \'l,d II lul "l lttnin).( 1' ''':ll\lTt '~ , 
:l, ll d 111"111 A"\\' Y I':I\"" 1Jal' :tt \I Ii_ ~"")!I11r ~;I(it:TI'" h;~ 
sJ,(oltn, II'h,lt ,j '('I' llnd if>'l~i II' :) ~ ht<li l ~ ~f'hn c; 1'~'n had 
:! (lrt" tk,t k cd thl' i' I'I",1< :LIIi)n~I~ Iii.:(, UIl')Il'ir-a",1 ill 
lila,,), (,f I hl' ')lIr~i,k ~\pla fl'~ tf('~.':' Wrr' r J el'l.)r a ll'll witl, 
S[rlllt:" (I f l'o.ll',:IJrJI. I'uoki(',; , "ad,; nn .! d!liLltir.~ tho!! till' 
hi , ,! , "lljO), til!' hi r, ls 1!I 'n ~1J!I r r " ) ill th .. ].II\I'T ['"Id 
"f \I'imt r , 

S<: n",,)! (' I'r<:allll' a iricnJ tn !Ill. !JI:1J1, bt·,\, r :hld hird, 
rkh and ()tJot, ;.:rellt and ;:1lI:tll. SlIllIl' pf('l ,l~ l:tu;':!l('d 
;It the l"h;ll'lgt: in hill l-hill h~ It,\ dlt'lfl btl!!h 'II !!! ,lill 
n"l l'l\r( . ,'\lI d it " -:IS ,11 11'<11' ~;litl Ih:!! h., b ll'''' Ill ,\\" III 
J. ~'I' P Ch ri~tm;[,} !J t:l! c r-f:;" hr\tf"!'-lh :UI 1lI1"'1 \!I'II ]ll,', 

:\ Ilt! ~n , :IS 'l'il" 'r Im ob",,'1"I j,t!-",-\ :'11 1' 1'1"1' C h";'I-
mas alld ( j ,,,1 111c_~ L\ , i': 1'l"t'} Ou", " ' 

T ilt' " !Ill. 

SCHOOL PIlOj£CT$ 

' Illr {"ll,'l\'i!lj.; ~:v rr C"'1>h Itt ", /''' ''1 l-n ,\ ht' lf~ '·,\, 
IlIll.l h ~',,,k, ('"q,dl :'d""d, ,\ h,a,, )", "n, th~ ! "'~ lind m~"'1 
~ 1' )}J''' I1 I· i;oI'' ("I' ,,,,, (,hr; ~ !lI"<> i.",,~, 

\\'t h" , ~ "rrc~"t., ~; " t n Iht r ,· "je(h i nun P~k"n~rr' , lid 
'r enny . .. u :-;'-ho"l, ,nd " f ,lrp ~ al to all (h. ,~h f)(l l.. '" 1;1/11, 

1r;hUH' III Ih i > !;f(, jcf.1 ' 0 Ih~1 !hel' III J I' I ,~ I'rf', e'F nlr.,j in Ih. 
1,;,u all'l',,:.:r:lUI th~t "' ~ ~rt ,'n,n;',i li nJ:" Or ,,:huul "H ,hr"" g-h, 
"ul tIl(' ~:.HC , 

Prize ESS3Y 

'1'\\'0 LITTLE LOST LAMBS 

\\ 'e "'He VUl .J, i" inl':' 'Inc :;" 11 <1,,,,, 11" 1'111 ,,/ Hir.hUI<!!1d, 
~".t "e ' t "'I'v ~d b} a tid (l ,~hrr~ ,) ht:T\1 " r .hrq' wert )!r:l;I,. 
ill),;. /\"",I) )! th", h", .. 1 Ihue ,~~rf I'~(I linlt L\I !lh. >epa r:" r ,1 
IrIJ", ,h~i r m(Jlhn> II,' a (eu,'r. "hulIini,': 011 II", , I"'ui!h " " !Ii 
Illt' ;'· 1' ~~ll1rr J.':r o"nd,~. 

[ 'li t "'''Ihn -t.ctl' 1.:(1,1 ",,!lin:.; . ~ (h~i r link '''' c ~, '" hra r 
thew ;111'\\''''' ku:k in a ( r; c.hlrne,1 li(ll(> "., icc , T ht l' II cro'~ .. 
ner'·"I I~ they Wil l.I hart)l)' "J ! r", {tH "f 11,~ .af~';' "f Ih o: 
yOll "~ J al1lb~, Th~ re ,( "f llH hr t, j ~ ~1' 1 "n ~ "'~- "'i! an, 1 
di,ln', I','Y I h~ ,]i,c:hlc' t att ('lui"u III lh( ;r r ., .o. 

Fctling "Hry for lh~Ul , ! ' h"ll,t.Thl ! ... ",d,' ii ~ ~ I~ "'l,k e 
them happy <mre mnre. ,\I,. ~,> " mIoH ~ 11 ,1 I u",,(',' Ik ~ t; elol 
a UIl cli1llbe,1 "1H.W 3 fC Il~~ , ",hi,.11 11",1 :1 I"u;::, li n .. ,, \\, ,,,il' 
,.,f bonnl at Ihe bottom '''1,( b~ rb ~,i- ", ~,. c ~ , Ih t ' ''I' '111 01 in 
1>{:( 'Htn, which 1ll3de ;t ",'I'Y h~rd !O her )'<lU' b :l l~rlcc , 
t 'rukl· ,hi, fen ce "'~> II ,l""s::h ",h k h ,~~, ~h(J\ll fi,Y il,~hc' 
rlrtl'. ' 

\ \l e dimbc,1 ~!nn~ ,hi, (f lu 'e, , ,, II hc "~ th t little: '111 1> 11, 
we .... 111\11 Ih t' )' lIeCaTnf <l l!he t dl!h ltnod ~I "" r aCI; O", :lUti 
,J:\I1,', r"a li~, t Wt "'ere tf )"i n;:- \" h~11' lll t "I , 

nne of lilt la lllb~ in hi, ~ti \l r ! ii' c.-cape 'r(lm t)'1 C, Iric,j '" 
f nrre hi, war (h rough d' e ",irr " I 1\'( ti>¢k(.1 C:I! I'- I" ,'l'i H' 
'It' :111 hi ~ lr31\!ic elfor t_ ht ,i' ., 1" "l;hl, I rI<>he.t 1\ \'. ~"d 
{!)ld~tI ~I]y ~rlll~ ;UOIlU,! hi m , I .~a\' C 3 ,ftw lu ;:-, *",j 1(10 ' ­
r" ~ol h,," fro <r~ lh~ "'I[e. lil t,. II fled hIll! DI'<'r 1(,(' :ellcr. 
'''' ''' ~y he "'~n( ( (I hi" "'01111' 1' " 'Ib il (l':1I' "11,1 "llllUll'!' 1-1;, 
o'''I''~ r, ... h" \\',l~ I' rr~' Itl.,,! 10 ,Cf hi"" ,11'.'J ",11 ft to :1.! h,'r ll 
,.1'· anx""" f"r hi, ~ ~/ ~ ~ ' I"rn , nin 1', ",ctl him , 

,,", brDther .\1111 I ui td 10 J!t . tht " Ilia lild l' I,,, ,,!> ,..h; ~ h 
Wh·, c ry fr i ~b'~ n e,t an,t r al' h~"k i" ,hr .h,ugh '1' .h ~ en .... 
ncr "I Ihe Icnce, which J ,1UI ,," 'y >I'rr_' !" 'II," w. c,,,,j,J nOI 
~ct !li,,~ '''I I rtf. 

1 .... 1I10.:( '''' H'I , 
1." \,, Fi .. .,.lh ~;r:I.lt, 

('ur)l(11 :< .. 1\.".1, ,\I t. ~,,,, . (' a l;f. 

HUMANE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

rhe ill'X I nl~t"1ill~ .J( :t t l', I' ifd i l'~ I( \'I ;"'~' " Cnl1I!Ui 'H't lUI 
ll umauc E<lllI:a li"" wi!1 . "kr 1,1:ltr nn J~ll"~rl' I ~ !I" I'!;l 
~""'(vmmitll'e ' " '> i". (" "la, ~ l" '''j?: ' ~ on' "~l' ""'" l,~i u !i: 

f IJrm ru b l' 1~~d c l " rtf c,(u<;;tlj"l1 in diff.r"n! 11 ~1 · ! ' ,01 Ihe >lU,' , 
F"II inf(l~maci"" \l'i ]] I ... , 1'I.hli,h.,I ;" " '" J""lI~ry nl' '''!.' '! 
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