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BRAVE BILLY A ND HERO REX 
Being the True Stories of Dogs 

By E. M. S. FITE 

" Il A(TOUS ME ! CI-aciOllS me ! Vv' hat will 
Billy do next, I'd like to know !" ex
claimed T om Malin late a ile a fte rnoon 
just as his father wa coming in at the 
front gate. "Father, w ill y Oli please 

Come here and look at Billy j he is dripping ,vet and 
he has a hal f drowned puppy in his mouth. Where 
do you suppose 11e got him ;" 

Torn scarcely knew what to do , he was so excited, 
bu t Mr. Mann saw at ollce dlat the puppy needed 
care, fo r just as Tom sai d, he \ V<J. S "haH droWllcd ." 

"Run quickly, Torn. al1(i a. k MrJt her fo r something 
soft atld warm to wrap the puppy in and I will carry 
him in near the fire," said Mr. M ann as he called 
BilIy to him and iook the tiny white dog from be
tween h is jaw , where Billy held him very gently by 



the back of his neck. The little wet, shivering creature. 
with his legs dangling and his long wh ite hair clinging 
to h is body, seemed more dead tban a live. 

It was an exci teo household that ga thered aboLl t the 
open fire in the liv ing room. Even 1\ora from the 
kitchen was there with a d ish ( I f warm milk for the 
pt,ppy. Mrs. :Mal1l1 fo lded the lit tle creature in a 
large w::mn bath towel \I ith wh ich she dried his body 
and his long hai r to keep h1ln from ha ,-ing a chill. 
Some of the warm milk 1\ a:.; eOCl _-cd dow n h is throat 
a nd it II-as not yery long bd orc tJle little fellow Legan 
t,\ slJo\\' decided signs of u\:ing l ery much al i,-e, 

Dillv came in [or his sbare of <l ttenti ol1, too. for 
Tom ga\-e I im a hard rubbiJ1g clown with a warm, 
rough lOI\-e!. and Billy liked that. TIc was such a big 
fellow t hat , jllst as alwClYs when he wa:" IJathed, it gave 
Tom nl ll h exercise and look a good deed of time for 
him to go over him from head to-his r...!llr f l:et anrl gd 
him well clrie I. Thi s evening everythiIlg ill the "\ r "l1n 
h Oll 'eholel ha d to wai t wltil bot h dogs I'e re elr)' amI 
\\-arm <Inc! comty uy the ~Ir e . Snpper IVa" late, anu it 
wa s too late [or a bedtime ~lory <liter supper. :'Ilr. 
Man11 siiict to Tom and Yirginia that he w oulri tell 
tl1em about the braver}' and loyalty 0 f clogs for their 
story next evening_ H e was saying to Torn that he 
should find OtI t holl' Billy had avec! the puppy, when 
the door bell rang and two of T om's boy f r iends 
came in. They were out of breath from running and 
each wa nted to tell what he k new about Billy and the 
puppy, so that it was not unti l 1'1"Ir . Mann as-ked them 
to sit dow n CI nd said it wOlJld be better for one boy 
to spea k a t a time that the fami ly finally heard the 
straight story of how Billy saved the puppy from 
drow ning_ 

Some boy" llad found the lit tl e ",hite stray dog, and 
like many thoughtless, crue l boy s who have never 
been told anyth ing abollt the kllldly treatment o f ani
ma ls, they were teasing- the little creature , fi rst one 
way and then another, and fina lly they threw him in to 
the lake to >o ee him swim in spite of h i cries and 
strlLggles to get free. The puppy sank but ca me up 
and st ruck out with his lit tl e feel aml swam back to
ward the shore as be st be could in spite of his fright. 
The lake was quite deep a t tbe place where he was 
thrown in alld the boys th rew him out very far. SP 
that the s trength of the little fe llow gave Oll t a nd he 
wh impered for help. H e sank twi ce and t he Gays w ho 
hact thrown him in were frightened and ran off. Tom's 
friends came by in time to see thi , bu t as n either of 
them could sw im they could not get a t the puppy, but 
they saw Billy trotting by in the distance so they 
called and whistled to hjm, and as Bill y knows t he 
boy s as f ri ends of Tom he went to them, and as soon 
as he saw the puppy struggling in the water, in he 
jumped wi thout having to be told, swam out to him 
and caught him just as he was going .clown for the 
last time. The boys said that Billy did not wait 101' 
them but made a straight line for hom e as fa st as he 
could trot, a no got there I\'ith the puppy well allead 
of them . 

The nex t evening when M r . 1'1-[31111 , with Tom and 
Virginia in their usual places ready ior the promised 
Gog story, Bi lly stretcbed himself OLlt on the hearth 
mg., with the little white pllppy snuggled up to him 
behvccll hi:; front paws . They had become fast f('jend~ 
since the day before. So fa r no rightful owner had 

been fOllnd for "B \l bbles," as Vi rgin ia called th e litt le 
dog to w hom she lai d claim, as Billy was TOlD ' S dog, 
and it looked li j<ely that Bubbles would remain a m em
ber ot the j\J ann fa mily. 

"1 promised to te ll you abou t the loyal ty and brav
ery of dogs," _,fr o iI-rann began, "bu t I scarcely know 
wh ere ( 0 start my story .. for the.re are so many wo n
ded II I stOf ies tha t CI,Jt1IJ. be told . Tbere may have 
becn a dog somewhere who did not show his love and 
gratittH.le for kil1lltlc~s ch.lt1e to him. bllt I !lave never 
heard of one ; the dog is the mo~t loyal creatl] re on 
e;,u-th _ But 1 think rhilt I shall tell VOll some t rue 
things about Bi lly 's iathe.r, w ho was a-great dog. As 
r lla \-e told you Gefore, bis l) ;) ll1e was Rex . an d he II-as 
owned by n~y olr! fri no Erne't Nixon. Emest was a 
('big brother" to all l ittle childrell and all an iroal3. He 
loveu them so ten<ierly that he coutJ not bear to have 
them -niTer. TIe alw,Jys tried to help tbose who could 
lH.!t help themseh 'eo , ~o 1 tbin k tbat if he -were hen: 
today all i.l kne-w of the r(,l:-iD DEEDS CLGB YOli 

chil(\ren have in om ~cbot.>l he would have no truuble 
( 0 e :J. rn hi s butto11. 

"Ernest had to be Ollt late one bitter ' cold winter 
nigh t. TIle .;:nol' .. lay very deep on (he ground , wh ich 
was frozen hard_ The s tars we re out but lh ere I\"as no 
moon shining, alld j ust as Ernest started to open the. 
high iron gate into h is yard he heard a pit iful little 
whim per, which seemed to come from near his fe~t, 
and sure enough right a t his feet, huddled up dose to 
the gate post, wa" a tiny ba!)y puppy. W ithout stop
ping to look at him E rnest p; ckecl him up quickly and 
put hi m inside of his big (JYe rcoat an d held him 
again!' , his breast L1ntil he got to the house anel un
locked the front door. The puppy was nearly dea I ; 
hi s eyes w~re closed a nd he WaS so thin his liltle bones 
showed th rougb th e sk in . H e was almost frozen an d 
h~ w<,_s covered with mange. 

"We! I, ex did not die, but it was because Ernest 
nursed him back to life and health. F or three weeks, 
day and ll ight, he was g iven the most tender care, 
even a ft er the a nima l doctor had said that he could 
not live. 

"\:Vhen R ex was well enough to rllll abou t lhe hOllse 
he followed at Ernest's h eel s wherever he wen t, up
st:li rs o r dOIV\1 , outrioors and in; only when Ernest 
told him to stay at horne would R ex: stay away from 
Ernest, and then he di d so because he hacl lea rned to 
be perfectl y obedien t and he did not want to disobey 
Ernest, whom he loyed with a ll of his little doggie 
heart. But he never left E rnest's room as long as his 
master was away from him, and down the sta irs he 
would bound the moment his sharp ea rs heard the 
turn of the key in the latch of the f rant doo r. 

"Rex grew to be a very big and powerful clog. and 
when grown be showed how brave and intelligent he 
was by the way be sa \'ed his master's life. At the time 
Ernest was living in a ground-floor apartment of a 
hOllse where there were many other apartments . One 
rno rning about s ix o'clock a fire broke out in the base
ment of lhe build ing, and Ernest and two friends 
who were visiting him wete very sonnd asleep_ The 
nre burned a way the gas connections for all the apart · 
ments :11 the building, and the gas coming tip through 
til e. floor overcaJ11_e ev erybody except Rex. 

" Rex was 011 the job in a minute, TIe coukl not 
awaken hi s maste r by barking so be w en t afte r hirn 



loath and nail and dragged him off the bed onto t he 
Aoor near the door, where the fresh air coming under 
the door brought him to. \Vhen Ernest got to h is 
feet he opened the door and dragged h i two friend s 
out of the roOIn into the fresh a ir a nd then turned in 
the fi re ala rm . On his hands, ar ms a nd other p arts 
of his bodv he had 106 tooth and nail marks that R ex 
had left -there jn jlis effort s to S2\' e his ma8ter. 
Ernest's friends were so g rateful for what Re;-; h(ld 
don e that tl1ey g (lve a din ner for him and he \Va;; t ht 
special guest , and they attached a nne bronze meda l 
to b is colla r in memor Y' of hi: ura've deed, Re :>:: \\'(1 $ 

no worse for the experience, and t uok all a f the ext 1'a 
petting and atlentiul1 jllst as a matter of course, for 
11e \\' a s llSe (j to the pcriect !o \;e sho\\,11 him b his 
master. 

"Tha t was bl.l t (lUe of ~/!\' eral bray /! (leeds Jon e uy 
Rex,:-' continued Mr. Mann. ":\nother one, \"here 
there was Jire, \\' a s \\ 'h~n he ~aved the life of a littk 
Ital ian girl. She \vas playing on th~ si(le\\alk near rl. 

man who sold roaslc\[ c-he . tllllts . and be had h is little 
charcoal stOVe for roasting the' chestnuts setting all 
the edge of t he sidewal -. The child ran inl o the slol'e, 
\ hith turneu over anu set lire to her skirt. She ra n 
lTeaming w1th terro r dow ll the stree t. E rnest alld 

R ex were far down the block on the other side of 
the :;treet, but not too far to see what had happened. 
'Qllick, R ex, rlln and help tbe little g irl,' s"iJ Eruest . 
A way dashed Rex, a11d wi thout s toppi ng he knocked 
the little girl to the ground and to re t ]l e bm ning skirt 
from her body in spit e of the flames which bmned 
hi s face and mOl,l(h . 

"Rex could do everything but talk like a hu man be
ing. Jt is ce rtain that he Hl1 derslood everything tll <l t 
was sa ,:d to him by human beings, especia lly by his 
master. I never knew him to fai l to understa nd. F rom 
puppyhood he learned some Cl.1 0nmg ways; one of 
them was about going to bed. Ernest had put 111 one 
corne r of his bed room a child's crib with a side w hi ch 
1et down. The cr ib was ftlmished \vi th a mattress , 
blankets and pillow, and had four httle posts at the 
corner$. A t bedtime E rnest would say : 'Rex, bed
ti me; come get und ressed,' a nd Rex would march l1p 
in a very dignified way and let Ernest take off hi s 
collar, t hen tak ing the collar in his mouth R ex would 
go over to hjs crib and hang it on one of the posts. 
E rnest would then give h im a hug a nd pat, then R ex 
would cli mb up into his bed and with his teeth pull 
the blanket over himself and snuggle his s tuffed 
ted dy-bear down between his front paws and go to 
~leep. H e loved his teddy-bear and had played with 
one f rom hi s puppy days. Usually about daybreak 
E rnest would feel R ex climb very gently up on his bed 
and lie against hi s back, and nothing could make him 
move f rom there unitl his m as ter .sa id ' time to ge.t U[l.' 

"Father," asked Tom. "when H.ex left so many 
teeth and na il marks on E rn est whe n he saved h is life 
wasn't there danger of poi.on, or an ytllin.15 like h), uro
phobia ?" 

"No, noth ing of the kind happened ," rep lied l\iIr. 
Mann. " And as you ha ve asked that question I might 
say /l OW that true hydrophobia is so rare that Dr. 
VV. O. Stillman, who practiceu medicine for over 
fo rty years, said that io spi te of being on tJIC cons! ant 
lookout fo r hydrophobia am! rallies he Jl ad never 

seen a case. l\ nd another w ell-kno wn doctor, Dr. 
Charles Dulles, of the U niversi ty of Pennsylvania, 
said tha t 'in the last fourtee n yea rs, ill handling 1,1 55,-
613 small animals taken f rom the public streets, prin
cipally dogs and ca ts. the animal catchers have been 
iJit ten 15,000 ti mes an d not n single case o f hydro· 
phobia has followed.' Dr. Dl1lles offered $100 re ward 
10 anyone who wonkl ~how him ,l genuine case of dog 
hyd rophob ia, but the money was never claimed . 

"I am telling you this, Tom , so t hat you may know 
sh ot1kl you see a ( og hOtJling at the mouth and .:Icting 
' 11l8 c1' <15 people ca1l it the dog will most likely be 
sl lfTering f rom lac k of water , or rlts , w!tich may come 
from one of mCiny caLI eo,. The th ing~ that Cellise fit s 
a re eX<:ltemcnt, worms, teethil1t> , exhaustion , over
lleating, brain lrOllhle ~ Qr indigc~tion . S uch a condi
tion wO\llri not mei\n that the dog ]]ad gone 'mad ,' and 
instead of being rtll1 dowr .. ,1l1J killed he should be pu t 
in a dark. q uiet ph('c, such as a celb r or large clo~et. 
bu t wh ere he can ha\'t~ air; his budv should be kep t 
warm, an d cold W:.lte r ShOllld be p,)ure<i 0\ er hi . ll\:ad 
or ice bound on ili :; hea d. 1\ good an imal doctor 
should be sen t for. !\!lima l doctors are called vet
erina r ians. Don't forget what r have lold yOll, Tom, 
fo r YOll are old enough no\\' to attend to such matters 
when needed . Do not Jet ) 'ourself become f rightened 
by a 'nJad dog' scare." 

Virginia cli mbed off Daddy's knee and lay on the 
hearth rug wit h her afm abolH he r new-found friend , 
Bubbles, ami her }Icad aga inst BilJy. 

" Dadoy," s<li<l Virginia , " as I slJall h,we to care 
for Bubbles my OW I1 self, I wish you "y ould j ust tel l 
me w ha t is tIle best w ay to do it." 

H\V hy, yes, V irginia, I wa s taking for granted tl lZlt 
VOlt kn ew bec<l use o f Billy. but Tom looks after 
'Billy," repl ied M r. j\f(\nl1 . ;lIid he continued : " Bubbles 
will sleep in the howse, I 5tl ppOSe, UU t it will do no 
harm f or vou to know that if Bubbles should eve r 
have to sl~ep outdoors he Sl10111d ha re ::t dr)" cle.:1I1 
li otlse raised at least si x inches off the ground, am! it 
shollld be pla ced away from the w inds. A fla p of 
carpet olier the doorw<lY wilJ belp to keep Ollt the ra ill. 
n uhbles is too young to be fed as yOll would feed a 
full-grown dog, and he shol1ld ue fed now three ti mes 
a day ; later feed him only twice a day. Y oung pu p
pies need to be fed sjx time a day_ Broken crackers 
01' oatmeal with milk will make a good breakfast fo r 
hi m, or stale or toas te(i bread moistened with broth 
will be good for h im . H e is past tlle milk age and ca n 
have a lit tle more solid food for his dinner. Do not 
give h im meat, bu t you may give h iro l,·eg·etables and 
p uppy bi scuits. It will be good for him to have some 
sonr milk sometimes as it prevents worms. A fu ll 
grown dog shoUld be fell bLl t once a ,lay; his tood 
~holil d be dog b i '''Clti t ~. v lenty of Yegetables, not too 
l11\1ch meat, and 11c shou1d have bolled liver once or 
twice a week K o dog should ever be g iw;n small 
bones such as ch icken or fish bOJ1E'~s ; they lodge in the 
L hroat and man.y a (.log bas be en cll0ke to dtath (hat 
\vay. 

"A nd Virgin;:;!, if you \vant to keep Buhbles well 
YOll had bette r eat hig share of aliy sweets you get, 
for sweets are 110t good for dogs--ob, yeo;, I know 
that you are going to say they Eke sw ets-so they d() 



-but that doesn't mean that they are good for dogs. 
\\'hen a dog is sick he will rei use t.o eat his food, and 
will go in search of grass and eat it, for he know~ 
that is the medicine he needs, ,A bove all things 
never forget to h{lve a dish of ciearr fresh wate r, and 
plenty of it, where Bubbles call get it any t irne, day or 
night. 'Vater hdp~ more than anything else to keep 
a dog 'well, happy and good tempered.' " 

"011, thank you, Daddy dear. I shall try to keep 
nubbles well, an d I know how he shou ld be kept 
clean for I see T om wash Billy. I know he mustn't 
be washed until two hours after he ha ~ been fed, a n(l 
I mu st use warm water with good soall, and then 
;lfld then, let me see- - oh . yes. r know I He m ust ltC\I'e 
all the soap wa~berl off ~vith lots and lots of clear 
\\' a rm wa ter, a nn then he mllst be ru bbed w ith warm 
to wels ll nlit he is or)" jL\st like mother dri ed him las t 
night , so he won"t take cold , A nd SQ now I think I'll 
ta l~e B ubbles and say good-night, Daddy," and the 
little laely gave her D ad!iy a big squeeze and a ki~~ 
and wit.h Bubbles at her }~H~e\S she went "to fi nd 
1\10the r." 

T om , 100, said good-nigh t and thanked hi s fathe r 
fo r the splend id true story of Rex , TIe told his fathe l' 
that he thol1ght that the be, t fr iend a feJlow could 
ha ve \Va~ his dog, a nd tha t he deserved the bes t car 
al1d all the kindness that could be sho wn him. "fo r 
your dog;, Jrwes you a1l d 51";',, bv yO\ 1 no m atte r \\' h (lt 
happens. 

QUESTIONS 
What should a young puppy lie fed, and hUll' L)fl<:ll ? 
How often sh ould older puppies be fed? 
What is the best food for them ~ 
How often $11 t1\d a grown dog ue fed" 
What is the best food for J, grown dog-: 
Vlh;,:tt kind of bones ShOLtlcl nut ue gi\'en to 3 ( og. 

~!lH.I why? 
Thy is soLt r miJk good fo r dogs? 

i\ re sweets good for dogs? 
When a dog feels ick what d')es he do? 
\Vhat hel rs \0 keer ~t clog " " ell . lt apI y ::tnd gc)od 

lempered" ? 
Do clogs sh ow lo\' an\! gratitude for k indness done 

1(1 thern? 
IT ow often shoul d a dog be bathed. and when? 
How should he he dried and why? 
W hat is the ri ght k ind of a hou,;e for a (log who 

sleeps out-of-rioors? 
VI/hen a dog froths at the mouth is it always case 

of hyd rophobia? 
W bat ShOl1ld be clone for J. dog who has filS an ,! 

art s "mnd " ? 
In case a dog is sick or bad ly hurt who shollill Ile 

sc:nt for ? 
Vv'hy is it, yOLl!' dL1ty to g ive VOllr dog tile best 

care? 
Tdl of some brave deeds tl!at (It)g.c; h::1.l'e done. 

KIND DEEDS CLUB 
K-indness is a language that even t he d.umb can 

speak and the deaf ca n understand. 
I-will speak fo r those \vho cannot speak for th em

sel ves , 
N-othing is so k ingly as kindness, nothing so 

roya l as truth . 
D --o an act of kindness every day-it will be your 

greatest soun:c of happiness , 

D-o unto others as you w ou. to that they should do 
\lnto VOlL 

E-very day in every way do yOll r ki ndes t Deed in 
t h e kin des t wa v. 

E-very L iving Creature has its spec ial work to do 
in the world . 

D- o not ll se t he sted-trap, as it is very pa infUl an d 
crue l. 

S- peaJ; k in dly to animals as welt as to people. 

C-owards are erll e l, b ut t he brave Im' e kindness 
a nd delight to sa ve. 

~ove for an imals g uarant ees lo\'e for man, 
U - uti! you p ut yourself }n their place you will 

n ev er k n f)W their need s. 
B-raveS l peopl e are the tcnderest; loving peop le 

<lrc the daring, 
- ------

OUR LETI'ER BOX 

MRS. H \ '1 li ~. \ V llJTE of ntone Scho, )1 has 
\vritten : " I really believe these chilurCI1 arc 

r (- ;t lizing n ow as Ilc\'er Gefo re j ust ho w interesting
nature really is through tJle incentive filCY hacT f rOIll 
t'llC K inrl l)eed~ Cl ub wu rk. Th ey a n.: all very much 
1ll0l' e. t'h(Jl1g htful o f one anuther's feelings. It has 
re rt~l i J) ly h<:t'll a g t-C;lt help to me to h;rve _M t"~, Tebaul t 
to explain things to the children . They all love hcr and 
look forward e;1.gerly \0 the day she will come ngain." 

F ro1l1 Miss L ois Johnson or T ownsenc1 School we 
il J. \'e the followin g- :' ""\Ve have lai d a strong founda 
lion for bette r work lI ex( year . r hope t lle children 
will show y O(1 tha t they are sincere in their efforts. 
Jt klS given me great joy to vee their altitlll k of c{)
opl:.: l'alio l1 den:lop, ITow I wis h you might h'l.ve been 
here to enj oy it with m e, fo r 1 kno w you fell a hil 
: kep tie<11 a bout us for some time. " 

]\'Iay Sc hoo! : " i\fy dea r Miss Latham : I i ~h trJ 
e:-; pl'c~~ my sincere appreciation o f the vvo nderIul 
\\'urk tha t y Oll and 1\1.rs, T eballl t a re doing, I knmv 
that e\'ery child in my school has !.leco me a better c i ti, 
zen bee;.! use Ite is a rncm er of the K ind Deecls Cill l), 
\ ,Ve ha ve enjoyed every rn Oll1cnt that y OLl and 1T r.::. 
Teballit speut with U~. 

" The child ren told me to a~k you if \"011 would 
'Pleas e? COme o;1.ck when school opens.' ' 

,. E very Oll e o f us is prou d to know Iba t we belollg
te· :;uch a wonderful organi zat ion, a nd h()pe to make 
)'0\1 proud of us. Once again let me than k you . 

, S incerely you rs, ~'fARG :\RE Sn:;RM.\ . r ." 

'J1bv ),,tjf l.in n\ Ft)onda tlon foe" thE" Pcoluoilol' of J-( lJnul"'u~ Erhu:utlon, lut! .• 
JJutha.m SquRre n u11diJlg , OaldauiL Cn li(oJ" ui n . 


