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After dinner Mr. Mann had no sooner settled himself com­
fortably in his big arm-chair than Tom, his alert ten year old son, 
sat on a stool in front of him and with his usual direct way when he 
wants information, said, "Daddy what do you know about Sea Gulls? When 
Mother and I were crossing the Bay today on the ferry, the gUlls fol­
lowed the boat and watched for scraps of food that were thrown to them. 
They have such a funny cry, and they are so graceful as they swing 
high and low in the air; sometimes they seem scarcely to move their 
wings at all when they are flying. What are they good for?-

Tom's little sister Virginia heard the question and she olimbed 
up on Daddy's knee and said aYes what are they good for? I want to know 
about sea gUlls too, and about other birds. D So this is what Daddy 
Mann told them. 

nSea Gulls are not only useful but all birds are very useful. 
You must not think that birds are destructive and shdUld be killed be­
cause some of them eat fruit and seed; we must be very sure that more 
harm than good is done before we take the life of these feathered 
creatures. 

ftNow Sea Gulls are water soavengers; that means they eat 
all of the refuse in the waters of our harbors and keep the waters 
clean. Let me tell you how they helped the people of Utah who went 
out there years ago to settle the country. to make homes there. The 
first year they planted their seed and when the grain came up and the 
people were so happy, thinking of the fine crops they would have, a 
great swarm of black crickets came and destroyed the grain. But they 
were not discouraged and so they planted their fields the second year; 
the crickets came again and just .as the settlers were wondering what 
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they could do to save thei r crops , a mas i inte~esting thing happ ened. 
A great flock of Franklin gulls, hundr eds -a nd thous-ands of t hem , -
came down into the f i elds and fed on the cri ckets until not a c r icket 
was l eft . The f a r mers we r e so grat eful . t ha t they put up 8. monument· t o 
the sea gulls . a nd you ca n see it in Sal t La k e Gi ty it' you ever go' 
there. 

"We are told t oo tha t the sea gul l s landing i n the r i gg ing of 
Columbus' sh ip act ed as.~ .pil ots a nd thr ::lu ~:h them Cal un1bus knew that he 
\\! QS nea r l a nd , and al l of the men ha d their courage ren ewe d just at 
the time they we r e th iriking they would have to turn abou t and go back 
to Spain . Gulls are a great help to ships at sea for t h ey l ive on the 
rocks a nd islan ds far out at !:>ea and t h eir presence t h e r e, and the ir 
cries, which you n ot i ced Tom, give warning to the shi ps when they are 
too near rocks or i s lands. " 

"T·h ey don ' t eat cherries and oth e r fru! t , Daddy, but the robins 
a nd t he t hrushes do , " sa i d litt le Vi r gini a . RYes , " answ ered Daddy, 
" t h ey eat their share, .but they pay the farmer well for t he fruit t h ey 
eat, by keep i ng his fields and orchards f ree from in jur i ou s inse ct s ; 
it ha s bee n found by careful study t hat t wo-thi r ds of the f ood of 
robins and t h rush es c onsist s of in jurious insects which woul d r uin 
the f r uit if they were not eaten by the birds. So t h e farmer shou l d 
be glad t o give the birds their s mall share of the frui t saved f or 
him. Th e bea utiful me,?dow-lark is a no t her bird that is a g ood fr i end 
to the farm er; a ll spr'l n g and summer he is busy eating cu t worms , 
ca te rpillars and grasshoppers, and h e i s ~o fond of weed seed that he 
he lp s to keep t h e we ed s down ; t hat ' s a nother way ·the mea dow-lark 
he lps the farmer. The ~~ttl e English s pa rrow ~ s considar ed a great 
nuisanc e by many pe rs ons . They work in gr ea t flock s . I n Cana da one 
yea r the fa r mer s decided to . kill off all the sparrows b ec~us~ t~~r e 
were so many of t hem ui~y th ought tha t t h e spa-r ro 'fl s at e 't oo much of ' 
their gr ain: so they kil l e~ them a ll; n o spar r ow s 'we re lef t . The 
next year the' i nsec t s completely ,ruine d t h eir c r ops a nd the year 0 f ~ 
te r t hat; so ' the farmer s r eal~ze,d that i t had not been the s.par rows 
but the insects that had destroyed some of their gr ain and they im~ 
ported some spClr r ows aga in so that the birds wO.ul d eat tr:-e i n se cys·. 

"Swallow$.feed most ly on fl y ing insects , such a s hou s e t lies, 
mos quitoes, a Dd gnats, l ocu s ts and wasp s . Woo dpeckers , warblBr i , and 
a l ot of small .bi r ds fe ed on inj ur i ous ins ec t~ t h a t are ~~rmf~( io cui 
t rees and shrubs ; they protect our f ore sts a nd orchards . A man who -
ha s made a s t udy of thes e matters cla i ms t ha t if we woul d tak~ the 
t rouble t o g ive wat er t o t h e- bi~ds during the d r y s eas on , by plac i ng 
pans of wa t 3r in our orchards a na -vineyards tha t t he birds wou ld not 
e a t s o much -of tfte f f uit; they waht wat er and get i t · by eating j u icy 
fruit. It 1s- alsb c la i'med t hat if wild f r uit is plant ed whic h bear s 
at the same t ime as the cu l tivated fruit the birds will eat it in . ~ ­

prefere, ~~ ce. RI.J.ssian. ,Mu lberry, Juneberry and Shadberry tree.s plante d 
!1ea r orchards and g r ain fiel ds, are said t o be a pro t.ec t i on .to s t r a w­
berr ies, ch-~rr ies and vegetab le s . Als o the wild blac k che rry .elder , · 
mountain a sh, .dogwo od , Vi r ginia creeper and many o .. h e . tre~~-:~l1d vine.s. 
that grow berries o.r which the bi rds are fond. Certai nly it w9»-id be 
wo rth t r y ing and t hese wil d th ings are very at tra ctive in ~h emselves 
an~ would a dd beauty t o our road sides . 

liTem, I hope that y ou never use a bean-sh ooter; ' I have 'seen some 
boys shoot at o~ow s a nd even at t h e beautiful song ~ irds. They are 



www.latham.org

cruel mostly because they have n~t been taught to think and have not 
been told , as I am te lling you , that all birds have thei r part t o play 
in the great scheme of Nature. I f they but kne that ithout the 
birds , our crops, our orchards and our gardens would be utterly de ­
s troyed! Even the c row who of ten does serious damage to the cor n 
crops, and robs the nests of wild birds o'f the eggs and young, is 
valuable a s a scavenge r and destroys many i n j urious insects, mi ce and 
other rodents . 

-Amon the birds at p~ey, very f e are haTmful ; most of them are 
of benefit and should be protected •. F r instance the turkey- buzzard 
is a scavenger; in some of the South American to s the buzzard is the· 
official gutter and street cleaner, and down there it is against the 
law to kill a buzzard fa that reason. The red-tailed hawk. who is 
sometimes accused of stealing chickens, eats meado -mi~e , squirrels , 
gophers, grasshoppers , beetles , and snakes . Sparrow-hawks eat mos t ly 
grasshoppers , crickets, spiders, worms, and meadow-mice. The little 
screech o~l is one of our ve ry best fr iends; he is abr oad at night nd 
catches marry injurious small animals t hat the hawks do not· get during 
the day. 

aNa that so many "of the birds have been killed otf the farmers 
are begining to r"egret it for they are realizing that birds are _ 't:heir 
best friends, and they can hardly afford to begrudge them some of the 
fruit and grain they help us to cultivate. And that is not all ; just 
think of- the joy that they bring to us ~ith t h e ir beautiful songs ! 
Would you -be willing to g i ve up the b i rd s ongs? I wouldn' t; why a 
great part of the happiness of being out of door s auld be done away 
with if we had no song birds . " 

Tom and Virginia had listened with rapt at~ention and at the end 
of the story. Tom drew a long breath and said, - Gee, Daddy, but it"s 
fipe to kno all about the b-irds like that! You can be mighty sure 
that I shall be a friend to the birds fr om no on, no more killing for 
me!" ·~e too," said little Virginia as she gave Daddy a hug of thanks 
before she jumped down f rom his kne e . 

SCHOOL NOTES 

MURRAY 

Unde r the leadership of iss Silveira ~rre boys and girls of ur­
ray keep up a splendid record in the ark of the KIND DEEDS CLUB . Two 
boys. intel ligent and consistent enough to r ealize that in heeding 
their fathe r ' s order to kill birds they could not enroll in the Clu , 
begged t heir father t o r elease them and h e has cons ented . All 
pra ise to the father • Now the boys are enrolled and the eage r in­
terest of a ll the children is an ins piration to us. Inst ances abound 
t o prove that t he help of the bird i n keeping crops c lean of insect 
life is a service of such glo ing merit that e should not begrudge 
them a reasonable share of hat they have literally ear ned. 

The children of Murray have st£rted a bank and the fund ill be 
used for relief i n time of need, - - pe"rhaps to bring comfort to sick 
child or r elief to a stray or wounded animal . This is a beautiful 
thought and it has originat ed ent irely ~ith the children. We con­
gratulate Miss Silveira. 
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A MODEL PLAN 

In our next issue we hope to have all the details of the KIND 
DEEDS CLUB COUNCIL which Mrs. Borneman, Principal of the B Street 
School, Hayward, has organized. The plan is so far-reaching that it 
controls seventeen class-rooms and is a signal success and a model for 
all large scho ols . 

PALOMARES 

The boys at Palomares have demonstrated a surprising degree of 
accurate observation. They heard our talk on the building of bird 
houses and saw our model. When we returned shortly afterwards to 
leave the pattern we found they had copied it with precision entirely 
from memory. Interest in the work is keen. A child in the Receiving 
Class recited fluently the poem "Be Kind to Living Things." An older 
sister had drilled him in it last year. 

ALAMEDA KIND DEEDS CLUB 

An independent Club organized by Mrs. Tebault in Alameda is 
demonstrating the beautiful things children are capable of thinking 
of doing for others. Twb of the boys have devised the plan of keeping 
an old lady. sick and infirm supplied with kindling wood. They go to 
her back yard and chop it for her. They are also taking an interest 
in rescue work for cats who bear the unmistakable sighs of disease 
or starvation. These animals are borne to the Animal Shelter League 
1820 East 12th Street. Oakland, where humane people receive them. 

IS HUMANE EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOLS NEEDED? 

We have been consulted by the principal of one of the schools 
as to the punishment which should be imposed upon a boy who has 
wantonly tortured a horse. This is a case for police intervention. 
Cruelty to animals is fertile sedl to breed criminals. "The lack 
of humane education W said a great man in the Texas House of Repre­
sentatives, "is the principle cause of crime. n 

We can't imagine members of the Kind Deeds Club or Boy Scouts 
being cowards and that is what cruelty to animals means. 

THE LAW GOVERNING STRAY DOGS 

It is well to know that the law governing stray dogs referred to 
in the Monthly Bulletin of the Oakland Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals of Alameda County. which has been distributed 
among the Alameda County Scho~ls, does not apply to stray dogs in 
the County; this law is applicable only to the city of Oakland, so we 
have been informed at the County Clerk's Office. 
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