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PROMOTING RESPECT FOR ALL LIVING THINGS THROUGH EDUCATION

Conflids «  “terests:

Kittens anc
Constrictor Pets and
Research

Harold A. Herzog, Jr.

Psychological research
with animals has come under
fice from anhvivisectionists
for the past 100 years (Dews-
bury, 1990). Although these
attacks have increased dra-
matically over the past 15
years, many psychologists
have been slow to recognize
the implications of the ani-
mal rights movement for the
conduct of behavioral an
biomedical research (Johr
son, 1990). Scientists some
times dismiss the animal
rights movement with the
claim that it is fueled primar-
ily by emotion, not logic.
However, those who make
the effort to become familiar
with the arguments of phi-
losophers such as Peter
Singer (1975) and Tom Regan
(1983) may be surprised at the
rigor and power of some of
their arguments (reviewed
by Herzog, 19%0a).

In a senies of interviews
with animal rights activists, I
have found that the attempt
to maintain consistency be-
tween ethical stance and life
style is a major =~ e
underlying the behav
changes that come with com-
mitment to this movement
(Herzog, 1990b). But many
animal advocates do not rec-

ogl ze that even appc .ty
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a :cies often ) oduce «
flicts of inte that u -
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] found the idea of his swal-
lowing kittens appalling. In’
addition, Sam is about two
feet long and it will be a long
time before he is able to gulp
down even a small kitty.
After a chuckle, however,
I'began to reflect on the eth-
ics of Sam’s diet. My accuser
inadvertently forced me to
consider a serjes of questions
related to moral ambiguities
inherent in keeping pets.
Given his nutritional needs,
is it moral to have a boa con-
strictor for a pet? Under
what, if any, circumstances
would it be moral to feed kit-
tens to a snake? Finally,
given that we live in an ethi-
cally complex world, is keep-
ing a kitten any more or any

Continued page 11
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Lalham has a supply of the
_ﬁhﬂbook]el How fo Start a
Program: A guide-
book enlth Carc Professtonnls
by hl] Arkow. [t is available
without charge to those who are
interested in develoiamg a pet
ra / progran. Please send
wnce first class post-
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your request.
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Th >kwas reviewed in

tt Tvall 1991 issue of The
itham lei 7, however, be-
wse lunteeringis a major
al  usin thisissue, we

w  hwhile to mention

is -aluabl¢ -esource again.

’olu ‘eer SAisacompre-

isive guide to organiza-

3, both local and

national, that are concermed

with issues ranging from

health, “1omelessness, veter-

,animals, the envi-

r and much more.

nly has the author

the causes alphabeti-

ca y, with the organizations

concerned with them alpha-

betically, he has provided a

geographicalindex. Eac  :c-

tions contains a segme:.  n-

' . “What You Can Do,”

! by providing the much

needed information for a po-
i =*al volunteer.

In he words of Allan
Lv s, “vecutive Director of
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of
. ew Yor Tity, “every
school, unio:  usiness, sen-
io: center, church and syna-
gogue in this country should

have this book.”
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Kathleen Henderson

The American Heritage
Jictionary defines “volun-
-~ as one who performs or
, ves services of his own free
~ill. 1 have been given the
or tunity to discuss vol-
v wecrism in this issue of The
‘atham Letter. I suppose this
¢ casion has come about in
10 small part because 1 am a
volinteer.
. recent perusal of several
publications gives
i cation of the signifi-
:ance of volunteerism. An ar-

dcle ¢ SPCA newsletter
5 s volumes about the
. opportunities for vol-
ur  ractivity. An article ap-

g in an American

e Association publi-

dn featured Rusty Pallas,
aj~- volunteer for them.
Tme don’t have. So, 1 do-
.y oroduct,” states Mr.

as, | wner of a photo

5 : donates his photo-
amisning services for the pro-

'tinn nf brochures,

- nd educational
materials. Another article ad-
d-esses the Animal Assisted
" 1erapv (AAT) program and
¢h ”  ortunity for people
‘n d cult circumstances to
« joytt healing presence of
inimals 1n a safe and thera-
e -« tting.” It is through
‘he  ny dedicated volun-
eer. that the AAT programs

i heirsuccess. Of course,
‘h . ent firestorm in the
‘ akland, California hills
generated a tremendous vol-

\teer response to thou-
sands of displaced citizens.
, ar organizations and in-
atviauals quickly responded
to the people and pet needs
with offers of housing, food,
clothing and other disaster
assistance.

What is it that makes an
individual want to become
involved in helping someone
orsome organization? I think

’

Continued page 4
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Do It conttnued

itgoes! ond ir = H-
tudeof ju twi ny elp
somec  less to; unate. [t "
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passion and ¢ Twstc ¢
cern for other  that motiv.
avolu- > somethimn
This “do something” attitude
may take many for rom
donating time, which ¢ ems
to be the most neec ¢~
modity, tu donating -
uct, as Rusty Pallas co : to
simply donating money. 1e
ability to volunteer is . gift,
to be given freely, without
recompense, without ex;
tation. It is the salve ¢
altruistic soul. It makes you
feel good to do good deeds.
The beauty of voluntcering is
that there is no scale by
which to measure your ¢
tributions - cept that «

s$mil- "h ™~ m '
w... hair onfin patient
whe  “ay you just made

with your pet visitation pro-
gram or it might be the cheers
of that Special Olympian
who comp :d ais athletic
event. These are the rewards
for volunteering; the sharing
of a magical moment.

There are ma / organ
tions that di: ly ben
from their volu ar . oi-

pants. Whetl the or
individual who helps out
small nc - of organ ia-
tion by revic ag film edits
and providing newsletter
photographs, or a volunteer
network that promotes the
youth projects of a county 4H
program or handles the myr-
1ad details to successfully
stage a 10 kilome e
raise funds to figh ucon
ing diseases, all volunteers
make a difference. The vol-
unteer is the backbone of

every non-profit ~Om-
munity minde’ rtganiza-
tion.

Since opportunities to vol-

unteer are virtually unlim-
ited, it is important to match
your time and talent to an
organization that be -
your individual inf  sts. It
will do no good to volun
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_m stres: related dis-

( s such as ad- “=s,

vc loss: 'ver dain ac-

: in lype nul-
hple iclerosis.

he st 1y o ganJast Feb-

’ “stter Homes and

' di ief report on

! n rers and asked
te write the ite
.dvanc of

It abouttheirow xpe-

) ences—r- ~ h 7
" lped anc¢ Js
i« ., b~ pir . Th o
v er s asked ab hen
Trel .ae th. . .eceivec

]

. gthy o ponses from
. roughout the b>untry. We

later ;. [uestionnaire
responses from members of a
~ re women’s volunteer
~omen who, impor-
" 3d not seen the
© agazine article.

T,. esults of the two

t ‘'udies were so surprising
: asked researchers to

1 us analyze the data as a
first step :oward systematic
experiments. For example, 68
percent of the Better Homes
1 1@ ( -“ens readers and 88

zent of the club members

d feeling an identifi-
yhysical sensation—best

T d as stimulation—
+ aring he actual helping.
H ,.s, sarmth and in-
creased energy were men-
tioned in half the letters and
a« -rter of the surveys. One
man called it a “gentle
itr=~s in my chest and

" 2anincreased blood
flow.”

The increased strength
ar . highs may result from
the elease of endorphins,

dy’s natural pain-re-
- acing chemicals. Psycholo-

"t Jack Panksepp of
" owling Green University
nas been studying social and
emotional processes in fabo-
ratory animals with a special
emphasis on altruism. From
his and other experiments, he
concludes: “It is just about
proven that it is our own
natural opiates, the endor-
ohins, that produce the good
. " .gs that arise during so-
ci; contact with others.”

_uent helpers who also
+ cercise recognized the simi-

"y of the effects. A woman
v insels abusive par-
ents, for exarmple, compared
her “sense of fitness and
well-being” to what she feels
while swimming. Another, a
nursing home volunteer,
noted that although the
work Jeaves her tired, it is the
kind of fatigue one experi-
ences after a good game of
tennis.

Following the helping,
many of the women reported

The Latham Leter, Winter 1991/92



experiencing a greater calm-
ness and enhanced self-
worth. One elderly woman
wrote that doing something
nice for someone actually
snapped her out if periods of
depression. Another re-
ported more self-esteem after
volunteer work.

What explains this greater
calmness and sense of self-
worth? “For millennia, peo-
ple have been describing
techniques on how to forget
oneself, to experience de-
creased metabolic ru« i i d
blood pressure, heart rate
and other health benefits,”
says Harvard cardiologist
Herbert Benson, known for
his work on the relaxation re-
sponse, the body’s ability to
shift into a deep state of rest.
“Altruism works this way,
jus 5 do yoga, spirtuality

M

“Interestingty, ai-
truism’s pleasure does
not appear to arise
from donating mon
ey, no maiter how im-
portant the cause, nor
from volunteeriny
without close p .-
sonal contact.

The helper's pleasu
physical sense and calmness
id the opposite of | ~y’s
agitated condition under
stress, in which the heart
pumps harder, breathing is
faster, organ functions arein-
terfered with, and the body is
more sensitive to pain. It is
not usually phy
such as that involved in
cise, but emotion:
causes the adrenal gland to
release its stress chemicals,
the corticosteroids. These in-
crease cholesterol levels, play
a role in heart dicease, rais~

blood sug,.  no *8S in
such evi-
dence begins to suggest why
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men involved in
community organi-
zations tend to have
tess diseas ar i
longer live hin
those who do no

serve.
1. P calm aP'
. dto
edl e otonal
stress, ( WOTm:
wrote tF sl

treated her stress

lated headaches by
shopping for cloth-
ing for poor children.
Another actually
us- « her volunteer
wor  « a nursing
home o teep her
bl "ressure un-
der control. Thirteen
perce. of those sur-
veyed notec “e-
¢ 1 5

Itruism has several ad-
v ages over ercise. Al-
though the eel-good
sensation is mos. intense
when actually touching or i
tening ,om °r i L
par  ly L€
percent of tf in
readers and 82 pe 'c
¢lub members said .h
helper's highs would -

cur, though wi et 1ter
sity, when they 1 1bered
helping.

Interestingly, - i<

pleasure does not appe ©
arise from donating money,

nom *° ' owimportant the
cause, ft  .olunteering
withot  lo : personz’ on-

tact. As one volur... r o
makes recordings or
blind said, “They’re impor-

tant. ¥, ~ - feel 00
wo1l'mwi votl 3,1
sistir | el

gram.”
Being in control is ¢cr

to the health benefits of giv-

ing. If { e _ . for
whateve ea 1, 1 may
notbene Peool ve
long-term ¢ ti iy ;.
theeld 1lyoft

not 1 ss =

problems. Ar . a part-tim
stude ted that when

——
eract n

nno sty N 'y
are 1olone. n varding.

; in our two
studies came from women,
but they match the national
volunteer profile for both
sexes: pr mnarily married,
broadly ‘presentativeinage

nc  ..on. Close to nine out

n committed volunteers
say they are as healthy or
healthier than others their
age, matching nationwide
ur-eys.

" 1ese are just asmall start,
o ourse, but they contribute
to a growing body of litera-
ture on the health benefits of
giving. Recently, a group of

iobeha oral scientists led
y biol  Iback pioneer Neal

Ile . met to review the re-
search, and they concluded
" tthereisconsiderable evi-

ence of various kinds to
i est that doing good may
ir .ubeg or you. The
probability th  hisis true is
greatenough, ey agreed, to
justify researcn specifically
aimed at determining the
conditions that will maxi-
mize such an effect.

Ta ngtime to help, then,
may be  asic step to protect

it . BSS assaults us:
Seventy percent of Amerni-

ans say there is a lot or some

s uss in their lives, and 40
percent belicve stre  1as
made them sick. Yetc¢ 25
percent volunteer regularly.
Those who don’t say they are
too busy and don’t want to
neglect important responsi-
bilities. The health benefits
they’re passing up may turn
out to be only a part of their
lass. At this early stage of al-
truism research, all those self-
less people seem to have
found ways into a wonderful
glow.

Allan Luks 1s the Execulive
Director of Big Brothers/Big
Sisters, Inc. of New York City.

The above article appeared in
the October 1988 issue of Psy-
chology Today and is re-
printed here with the permission
of the magazine and author.

#

I believe...that
every human mind
feels pleasure in do-
ing good to another.

Thomas Jefferson
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The Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals of Texas (formerly the
Dallas SPCA), like many hu-
mane organizations around
the country, was formed in
1938 to protect and ensure
the fair treatment of animals.
And though many gracious
leaders have given the or-
ganization direction during
the past 53 years, it has been
the tireless work of volun-
teers that has allowed it to
impact the homeless and
helpless animals of Dallas
and the surrounding area.

Whether it is simply a la-
bor of love or a desire to pro-
tect those who cannot speak
for themselves, the fuel be-
hind the fire that motivates
the volunteer is as curious as
each individual volunteer.

) 1t i

§ ounu 3 b s
sougt o t, cul |
then or” ‘arte y o1 n-
teresting 1c  se .
grams. T - i e
pleasure deri | from giving

selflessly has a magical effect
on many volunteers—an
fectious feeling that ke, ;
them coming back again and
again.

Michelle Mew, Director of
Volunteers, says that the av-
erage volunteer is female, be-
tween the ages of 25 and 30
and is interested in working
directly with the animals. But
of the 500 active volunteers
currently registered in the
volunteer base, many are far
from “average,” all are very
special.

Volunteersincluc o1 -
wives, career | r !
in-between jouv nr
children. The arer d at
fund rajsing events, at public

A Texs SPCA volunteer. Photograph courtesy of Texas SPCA

. , s
Pa hrouj 7
. -ough
_ 1c 10N | “a-
ic 1- Hugha .
n
!..
- Y
TV g S€ TSI
“dice Tect
—_ ,C ' l_
i us
u
6 2
ere  pnma . 5
mugc 1 ' commirment
0 O _ R
mi  o:r ,
vl commit-
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any hour, any of the 365 days

os  the mm )

X mor h j rms r

longer. T . latter 3 ¢

allyascom ~ aas and

eventL ‘come 2am

leaders n« 1 coordi-
na »rs.

ne Texas SPCA offers
»asic categories for its
vc '~ st programs that
| ” " ‘he animals and
' ograms - work “with”
1 ‘m - animal lov-
sr<  h allergies or those
v oreel it too painful to
some to the shelter, there are
the “for” the animals pro-
grams away from the shelter.
These inclv<  umane legis-
lation, fund aising, exhibit
sales and specia :vents. The
“with” the animal  ograms
include hands-o tk such
as TLC, adoption counseling,
grooming, kennel assistance
and fostering,
To get started as a volun-
er, each individual is re-

at :d to go ‘hrough
v lunteer ori ation. The
¢ iental’ volves an eve-

ng at the sl :lter with
J ichelle Mew. ' e shelter’s
historical background is ex-
plained as well as its organi-

zation. The various volunteer
programs are described and a
tour is given. After the orien-
tation, those still willing to
become involved are asked to
fcomplete paperwork and to
particpate in an interview to
assess each volunteer’s spe-
cific interests. Additional
© ail ng is required for cer-

" activities such as adop-

t ¢ unseling, pet therapy,
grooming, and special
events. Then the work be-
gins.

Volunteers currently ac-
count for 24,000 hours of
“time giving” per year. It
=rangld ke Aifficult to estimate

dol rs it would cost to
his help. Often, volun-
* er hours come in the form
of ofessional services by
experts in their given field.
These professionals not only
offer their knowledge and
time, but also their connec-
tons with other profession-
als. This frequently results in
associations that ultimately
produce gifts and donations
~upport the SPCA in other
+ ays. Volunteerism and giv-
ing becomes contagious.

The areas that volunteers
assist the shelter are never
ending. Many are sought as
their expertise is needed.
Sometimes, they are new to
the SPCA, sometimes old
friends. They assist in admin-
istrative support, kennel up-
keep, grooming, artwork and
graphics and numerous out-
reach and publicity programs
and much, much more.
Though the staff is commit-
ted to finding more and bet-
ter ways to help the animals,
the volunteers are the under-
lying current that make it
happen.

#*

e gives nothing
who does not give
himself.

French Proverb
The Lotham Letter, Winter 1991/92
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Foolin(

Amy Shapiro

Lucy, the bulldog, with
her waddling gait and cor
cal expression, draws le-
lighted comments wh -t
she goes. Such a response is
pleasant, but Lucy pays a
high price for it. Her unnatu-
rally short muzzle causes her
to have trouble breathing,
which increases her suscepti-
bility to heatstroke. The com
bination of her large |
and her mother’s nar »v
hips required caesarian ¢ -
livery when she was born.

Would Lucy be ¢  Jess
lovable if she were1 by -
dened with these ger tic
problems? Of courst not!
People hav: gotten ar =~
away i SR v
change the animal world to
better fit humar ’.. "

Big Dog =~ iand
Just- h Du

Hur us FIU
tensi y with Aotl
tur 3a DogDesigl ..

of the change« ave beer 'm

provements. The naturat dog
weighs about 40-50 pounds.
She¢ 1as along tail, long legs.
an¢ t or semi-erect ears.
Her body and limbs are pro-
portioned. Her coat is short.

- urebred dogs, -. -
pecially the more
popular breeds, suffer

from more than 170
kinds of genetic de-

fpz ¢

Enter the human. Withina
few generations the unnatu-
ral dog appears. [Ieisa York-
shire terrier, weighing 3
pounds. He is highly suscep
tible to col © nd hypo
mia, and has a tenc ncy
toward hyperactivity. e is
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a cocker spanije' pro—

to such ger al
linke wems 1S sk
disease, T 7T as

'tinal dysplasia, glau-
coma,, cataracts, hemo-
philia, skull fis: ,
intervertebral dis 1c-
generation, cong .ta
heart disease, cl¢ t lip
and palate, hernias, and
much more. He is a bas-
set hound, who suffers
from lameness and ar-

itis. (The Natural
;. fichael W. Fox.
rrowsmith, July/Au-
gus '88).
" rebred dogs, -
ially them -
tar “ - 1s, suffer rrom
mo: ha 7( adsof
..atiral shapes and sizes ap-
"7 manfa  Tautth
rimal st .. L g
e huge sh er
L 0
i. I don” hink
v ¢ 00s

ywear that w Y.

1ses €y >r olem
m stbh I te «

tt ¢

¢ a

dly.
-edsT !

- al ¢
a] rearances t 1 -
crupj ar | ing
Becaus .ogs communicat
through langua, < -
ting off the ears an * = ' e
prives the dog of -
chunk ol aer vocabuiary. 1t
fact, _. ng not « y

takes away1ru . herabili
communicate, it also sends ;
specific message to o' .er
dogs. Ears pricked fo vard

can be an expression <
nance or aggressior A mil -
mannered doberman’s
cropped ears say, “I'm tough,
and I can proveit.” If she had
a tail, she could wag it and
o it Jow to show her good
tions, but the total pic-
e

may frigl . or confu.

- m . h ot
) f you me-
nev ringan.K . slung
ve s snoulder, a norrible
eon hisfa : and 1t
iatread “T »w -

m ht
<) reet
he ss. Readin;
er gL ige, .
it i 1ooking for a
o o1 . becomes tense

laie . ]ane senses his un-

sl es a; hecomes tense,

.. 1sues, all be-

cau : « mman whim of
fa~hion.

lar-croppir | was started

cu e 2 Se eir

dogs© = n O} | he

wl . n. It is

ot eop " ywho

elle.. by th: sarbarism
g-fighting have no hesi-
tir 1 about continuing the
ac ion of ear-cropping.
Tail-docking has two
probable origins. Some pup-
pies are born without tails, so
tail-docking was done for
consistency within a litter.
Other people felt that a tail
was a hindrance to a hunting
;and th  fore cut it off.
‘hese - ctices do not
he individual dog,

the t or the species.

They are mutijlation en-
trenched as tradition.

Debarking and Declawing

Why do dogs bark? Why
do cats scratch trees, furmu-
ture, carpets, and stereo
speakers? Barking and
scratching are natural behav-
sors. You don’t have to accept
non-stop barking or indis-
criminate scratching, but if
you want an animal who
never barks or scratches, go
to your friendly neighbor-
hood toy store.

Debarking and declawing
are unnatural and unethtcal.
Debarking addresses the
symptom only. A dog who
barks because he’s bored and
under-exercised will find
some other equally annoying
outlet for his energy, such as
digging, chewing, or jump-
ing the fence.

Excessive barking can be
controlled through behav-
ior-modifying exercises. The
behavioral approach re-
quires time and effort but is
more humane and more ef-
fective in the long run. [f
your child steals cookies
from the cookie jar, do you
chop off his hands? Of course

Continued page 8
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Fooling continued

not! You take the time to
teach him to be honest and to
respect the rules of the
household.

Declawing is a painful and
difficult operation, equiva-
lent to Temoving the first
joint on all your fingers. It
impaits balance and causes
weakness from muscular dis-
use. Declawed cats feel de-
fenseless and often resort to
biting.

A cat who scratches your
favorite sofa instead of her
kitty-condo needs training,
not surgery. Scratching is her
way of stretching her shoul-
der and back muscles (a kitty
version of yoga) as well as
leaving a visual and olfactory
announcement of her pres-
ence. Scratching is also fun.
Wouldn’t you rather sre ric
a non-destructivew y 1
dulge her tk L
completely from expressir
her cat-ness?

Declawing and debarking
appeal to our desire for a
quick-fix solution, but like
most easy answers they are
superficial and short-lived. 1
have received calls from dis-
traughl peo vhose de-
clawed cat is . wreaking
havoc on the fumniture. The
need to stretch and to mark
terntory remain, and the cat
is wearing holes in the up-
holstery with her paw-pads.
In dogs, vocal cords may
grow back, requiring a sec-
ond stressful, expensive op-
eration. Debarked dogs make
pathetic rasping noises as
they attempt to speak their
piece.

8

1a

: answer is: nothing.
Companion animals live in a

totally hume . ated
world. We may wan - pro-
vide ! :m witt 18 ny ek

men (& ~1 life as
possible; but 1a  just an-

other of the many decisions
we make for them.

Some people object to
neutering because it is not
natural. Their argument is
that it deprives the animal of
a basic aspect of life. How-
ever, this simplistic view
doesn’t tell the whole story.
The death of 15 million cats
and dogs every year at shel-
ters in the U.S. is also not
natural. In allowing a cat to
have kittens, you are not
choosing natural over un-
natural. You are deci e-
tween two ut 1,
human-created s vations.

Our companion animals
are remarkably adept at ad-
justing to life in a human
world. I wonderhow well we

w( ¢ re i the situation
v ver vith alittle *
for . ar re their

sentiz .a T
take responsibility for their
dependence on us, and enjoy
the delights and rewards of
living with them.

The .. rticle appen
the Summer 390 issueof av
print, the newsletter of the Pen-
insula Humane Soci ,
which Amy Shapiro is a copy

editor.

I
, Y
v
1
C ' - st
z
Jar
. . rocky iouette
>. lon sands, jutting
vaters off the
\ n g " "Msamyste-
rious an  ild place, ahaven

for eli ‘ant seals and rare

birds. ssels steer clear of

the roo :ries and breeding

beach: 0 he animals can

ke . . lves | e

Ir’ 1ese unspoiled

1 G-

1 a-

w  an ai, :nonthe
~d hectic city.

\n closer 100k, however,
:comes apparent that al-
hough he animals may be

sal .tl w  “Wild”
3 uncor rollec by hu-

] e 1 1llones

e fa ‘ory for

ima e ledfor iearly
20 e entists vho

pierce :very newborn seal’s
I ac  pper with a cattle ear
t 2 1eybleach the tar-black

' = C slond
nuwr ‘¢ 2 8¢ ng and
. A . . m
a r ar' rs
~i O, oculars. . -
e (neanimals reiuru
to red. hi 1 tamped
- - lack
n now age,
i topes = n0st
ytic 17 seals .ave
e o0 ook | e . ense
lates.
A 1etmealltl sqen-
ic  rusion seem:¢ imply
] 1. n he 300s. ele-
>u nt -~ "5 er nt 1to
1 at xtinction on t} :Pacific
C- he s rted
‘0 recolonize arallones
t Reyes
1 _ segan

keeping track of every indi-

lual seal, its behavior, its
mating, and the fate of its
sups. But now the adult seal
sopulation is up to 600 on the
islands and 50,000 on the
:0ast, and the intensive
racking still goes on, almost
»y routine.

“When you've
chased the dolphin to
exhaustion, dragged it

p with a net and
yanked out a tooth,
it’s wrong, absolutely
wrong.”

The widely respected
Point Reyes Bird Observa-
tory is not the only scientific
organization that has estab-
lished its dominion over na-
ture. Throughout the United
States, remote islands, de-
serts and forests have been
invaded by researchers eager

learn more about the crea-
ures that inhabit these wil-
¢ 'rness areas. High-tech
monitoring equipment is
now accessible to those with
even modest budgets, and it
>roliferates among re-

~rchers, says Stephen
Leatherwood of the Wond
Conservation Union. This sci-
entific inquisitiveness has
sparked a fierce debate about
whether the manhandling of
ire fundamentally changes
is more researchers cap-
‘ure, tag, collar, pull teeth
¢ .d take blood and sperm
samples from these animals,
ironmentalists wam that
aature could becorme a mam-
t  h zoo, a place where hu-
nan food, scent and power
. ints the remaining wildest
o - wild

Troubling ethical ques-
ion have been rajsed about
‘hese multiplying studies:
Do they actually aid the ani-
mals, or are they simply tick-
ets to doctoral degrees, grant
money and jobs? Some com-
ment wryly that natureis suf-
fering from an overpopulation
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of scientt

pulsion mg s -
searchers to inv - habi s
with the late¢ high :
gadgetry,says 4Pl :
of Earth Isla .
“when th e Inform
couldt ¢ tained wil far
lessi  t7yan o cr
with  pai fiet es.”
Philli ; cal '
ologist thing s« t “¢ V.

have to killa ==.iet d
to save it.” It i

w

trend.”

The controversy hasb |
fueled by a n =1 pe -
ticularly a sive v lire
st 1 . Pe .
hé O I :
a study appr.

Fish and Wildlife« 1Y

gave America and Soviet
scientists | nission . l
200walrust  1d2 )be l
seal wan ir 2 Be o
ing ana Chukchi seas.
searchers wil s
animals, stuaying « n

and pregnancy carstoc¢ :te -
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in the northern Continental
Divide of Montana are being
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ing the populatron count
because it wants to remove
the grizzlies from the threat-
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' Peacock and a party
i ‘g write-naturalist
Matthiessen are out
| 1g for evidence of the
last w~ild grizzly in Colo-
rado’s Sout* San Juan Moun-
I = .5 on New Mexico
oorder.” 1is is a delicate op-
eration. ¥ 2 don’t even want
to see a bear,” Peacock says.
“Tjust want to see scat, find a
1 . don’t want to make
[ wimals less wild by our
| nce. Maybe we’ll sit
dc nd of it for three
Jaysw: :ingforittowalkby.
' e just need to know they
exist.”
le’s doing it to change
“>1orado’s image as John
1 2nver’s back yard. “I want
see the southern San Juans
te s biological treas-
ure. he  esence of a grizzly
<+ 1ld alte he entire
. wC mow a
3 s 1c ‘here, you
N walk di .crently
down the trail. It's not just a
place to go cross-county ski-
ing. [t’s a place of myth and
Jegend.”

The scientists who track
wildlife with high-tech
gadgetry insist they do it for
the animals’ own good. [t is
impossible to monitor the
distant wanderings of a
whale or cougar, they say,
without picking up elec-
tronic signals from the ani-
mals themselves. And if we
don’t know where they are,
they can’t be protected, the
scientists say.

Ecologist Rick Hopkins ar-
gues that hijs study of moun-
tain lionsin the DiabloRange
outside San Jose, which
gained him a doctorate from
UC-Berkeley, would have
»een impossible without col-

1g about 30 lions. “It’s the
>nly substantial way todo re-
search. You don’t just ob-
serve lions. They’re secretive
and elusive. Think about
looking for 10 in 100 square
mifes.”

The lions that Hopkins
hunted with dogs, treed and

Continued page 10
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Manhandling Nature continued

shot with tranqui]izers did
not exhibit any short-term
behavior anomalies, in his
opinion. Yet no study was
done to compare behavior of
tagged pumas withuntagged
pumas. “We know enough
about different spe = to
know if there’ll be proble 1,”
he says. “Mountain lions
have avery forgiving skeletal
structure.”

After Hopkins knc
out the animals ** y :
lowered from the s and
laid out on the ground.
fitted them with 1-1/2 pound
collars and took | ood s..
ples. l1e did not e ’ AL
nal fluid or teeth as do sor
other mountain lion
searchers. In warmermonths,
he packed them with ic -1d

10
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a N Lo 3t
L, S e ‘e
- 3 fina
outth  h st dolphin is
! . ar~ older
‘hany aat» once b leved.
”Sc¢ "oy n -

as’ ~ho started ‘he Sar
1 n¢ 1 S ago
olphin; from being
u in tuna nets. “How

does this benefit the dolphin
population? You're causing
them pain and disturbing
them when better results are
available through longer ob-
se tional studies.”
arine mammal research
brings out a weird mentality
in some researchers, Mina-
sian says. “It’s like a cowboy
~deo show. When
you'n  1ased the dolphin to
exhaustion, dragged it up
with a net and yanked out a
tooth, | .ong, absolutely
TOng, seen some re-
..hers run their boats up
- backs of humpback
es.
/hat’s the purpose of
the research? If they’re trying
iind out the population,
iey can go out and count.”
Researchersca discoverpol-
' tant loads in ‘olphins by
g casses of
z a1 e of natural
causes, says Minasjan. Fur-
ther v  the”slice-and-dice
'sei ¢l ' conducted by
"~ s >n 2 small bottlenose
‘oup ‘t be extrapolated
tv ryp ulations, hesays.
nasian says there are
ss d ir ptive ways of
. udy g ¢ Iphins, pointing
to . 1 studies in the
" ui mas where scientists re-
sp ctfully observe spotted
dolphins over years by swim-
ming with them.

Most wildlife researchers

"> minimize the havoc

y ¢ ..teand carefully con-

sic e ethics of their work.

Biologist Peter Pyle, who

~~ks for the Point Reyes

Birc Observatory, says, I

> make sure that the

. nount of disturbance is

11 -k by the amount we

. . "2 individuals we

study naking small sacri-

fices or the species as a
whole.”

But scientists are reluctant
to concede that their studies
can cause harm. "We’re ob-
serving, but tampering is not

ught word,” says Point
. _ es research director Wil-
liam Sydeman. According to
mountain lion researcher
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Hopkins, those who say
mountain lionsdon’t Ak
lars and transmitterr nan
ing around their 1 ks 2
being anthropomorph .,
giving the animal humar
qualities.

Jim Nollman, who
founded Interspecie Co
munication in {’ an fuar
[slands to communicate with
marine mammals, gets impa
tient with that point of view.
“You're told you can’t ha
compassion or you're being
anthropomorphic. It~ jus
way for those people 18
tify their meanness of sy,
and failure to relate to th
aun BE i > sts
neve want t ai < !
animals as individuals.

The aptly named Priscill
Feral of Friends of Animals i1
Norwalk, Conn., agrees tl
there’s nothing wrong

attributin~ Ving t~ ni
mals. “No ¢ di m
more than .. omej

bear walking around w n
some hugh monstrosity o
radio collar or a Day-(C
number sprayed on its back-
side. I've imagined being an-
other polar bear s ir this
polarbear. How >* .,
posed to m I gin
warming up to nn® | thes
polar bears. A the least :
would stir fear. It’s a distur-
bance to a sentient being. It's
not really : mplicated .
sue. An ani1  considers **
foreign object.”

And what of the
searcher’s long-term obliga-
tHon to 1e « cked animal?
asks Feral. “When a battery
wcars down, isthere her
committed to tracking aown
the animal and removing the
nuisance collar? If he’s not,
you know what? He’s a son
of a bitch, and you can quote
me.”

What we see here is aclash
of philosophies, two conflict-
ing themes about the natt »!
world. Is the wildemmess al-
ready so di ninated |
mans that its futur *
on a scientific ¢
inspection of it .n

N
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Conflids continued

less moral than maintaining
a pet snake? The following
discussion is the result of my
musings on these questions.
(Note that I am concemed
here solely with moral issues
related to what pets eat, not
with other aspects of pet-
keeping, such as their subser-
vient role to humans.)

First, a couple of assump-
tions and an irrefutable fact.
The first assumption is that
some immoral acts are more
immoral than others. Murder
isimmoral. But, other consid-
erations being equal (e.g., the
degree of suffering involved)
it is more immoral to kill 10
innocent people than 1inno-
cent person. Similarly,
whereas it is immoral to ex-
ree the speed limit while

ing through a school
zone tismoreimmoral fo go
70 mixes per hour in frontof a
school than 33 miles per
hour. This concept is recog-
nized by the judicial system,
which metes out different
punishments depending on
the severity of the crime. My
second assumption is bor-
rowed from amimal rights
philosophers themselves.
Human likes and dislikes
about an animal species are
often based on emotional cri-
uch as how cute they

and how we define their
social roles (Burghardt &
Herzog, 1980), and I will go
along with Singer (1975) and
Regan (1983) in assuming
that anthropocentric human
aesthetic preferences, which
invariably result in a scale on
which kiftens rank higher
than snakes, are not particu-
larly relevant to the ethics of
how an animal or species
should be treated. Logically,
the ability to suffer and feel
pain seems a mare relevant
criteria for making decisions
about the use of a species
than he fact that it has big
5. "heirrefutable biologi-
¢ ac. on which any argu-
ment is based is that some

Continued page 12
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Conflidts continwed

creatures can only u ‘ive by
eaingoth .«

Ethics o

Consic r tl ¢+ hic
feeding pets on
who acc ’ otterin
live kitt s to Sar is ¢
lover. She 3 al a
home, and h¢ ' hz
range of bof wou a
thesurrc  dingw. C
are obliy :carnivo a1,

unlike humans and dogs,
they must consu— -~
animals in order tom r
nutritional requir ts.
Each day, the majority of ¢ -
in this country are giver the
canned flesh of a wid '
ety of vertebrates. 1 S
surveyed the cat foc S
of my local superma;.  nd
found tinned pig, cov ur
key, chicken, hort  nd
the mozally st~ una fis.
and veal. Even dried cat food
was advertised as containing
“freshm 7~

Feline hat
an ecological probiem of con-
siderable magnitude. T
are approximately 54 mithon
catsin the United Sta -
of which consume the
equivalent of three ounces of
vertebrate meat per day.
Needless to say, large num-
bers of animals are slaugh-
tered annually ultimately to
satisfy the needs of cat fanci-
ers for affection. Further-
more, most cats spend at least
part of their day out of doors.
Anyonc who has lived with
cats soon develops respect,
perhaps even grudging ad-
miration, for their predatory
proclivities and eff ive
hunting techniqu=s, and
even cats thatare we ":d by
their owners have i st ing
urge to hunt natural prey
(Turner & Meister, 1988).

It has recently been shown
that pet cats can wreak havoc
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Bt
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ol ee ), ~ill starve to
dei ~ ¥ ~ eSamaway, the
sur 1 of his dijet
" ~ly be shifted to
his 0

all S misgrowing. In

ox " 1y shewillneed

...y larger 1an mice

to eat. rvhat am . going o
fee IfI: verim s
chickens, wiu w

the same problem osed by

Aing him n* : The ani-

Is are rajsed simply to be

> 1.Given them imbi-
uit’ T oy,
.Jou, ol rett.. Jam

coul¢ subsist on animails that
were going to 1 . illed any-
“y. ‘Vhict ' 1ngs me back
180
~ 1€

:C s are “put to
71 aphemism for
isia, © self a euphe-
siem : ,  2ing killed. Some
killed by injec-
ome are gassed, some
~ roadsides where
- hit by cars. You can
»o 1y seewhere thisis go-
2
he question is the one
aii.  ymyaccuser:Jsitim-
1C > ed kittens to big
ikes? ink the answeris
5. Howev = T suspect that
ilso ‘'mmoral to feed
e :alves, horses, pigs,
ish, 2 song birds to cats.
nber the first assump-
{0 "-2n that each snake
s a ot fewer vertebrates
*~ hkitty, keeping a pet
snak vould seem less im-
a¢C 1an keeping a pet cat.
" » the argument fur-
, .. 21e rephrase the
ostivn sughtly and ask, is it
more immoral to feed kittens
n enakes than rats to snakes?
-~est that it depends on
» source of the animal. If
the rats and kittens were
born and raised for the pur-
oses of becoming snake
ood, then the act of feeding
either to snakesis equally im-
moral. However, what about
the choice between feeding
the snake a rat raised to be
snake food or a kitten who
v Il be “put to sleep” because
“ s unwanted? Are we not
orced to conclude that feed-
in§ the kitten to the snake is
a Jess immoral choice than
feeding the rat to it? Could it
he that it is immoral nof to
eed unwanted kittens awaijt-
ng euthanasia to the popula-
ion of captive snakes in
womes and zoos that are cur-
entgr scarfing up the thou-
sands of small furry
mammals that are raised
solely as snake food? In the
long run, fewer creatures
would be killed to satisfy a
powerful human motive—
the urge to keep pets (Serpell,
1986).

i n Psychology and
or | Decisions

1 admit to being troubled
o own line of argument.
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It violates my moral intuit
that, illogically, 1la
kittens higher on he ore.
bial scate thar y-
rats. Ido ' nc ac
up a cat for Sam each .onth
at my local animal “s 1t
and | expect that me t reac
ers share my aversior  fe
ing even about
euthanized kittens to snakes.
The fact that we fi1 |
specter of feeding ¢
snakes repugnan :lls 1s
something about how .
make moral decisions as they
pertain to animals. Kittens
are adorable. Adult cats are
generally not as cute, but
still, we would n¢ nt to
feed them to sna Why? ]
suspect that ther w 1hasto
do with their social defini-
tion as “companions” not
“pet food,” a topic adc
more fully elsewhere (
zo% 19%8).

ur ermore, it seems to
me the ling kittens toboa
cons ictc  ‘~ at fi 0
cats) 18 a merapnot ‘or; | ¢’
our relations with other s
cies, including animal
search. Any use of an animay,
be it for research or compan-
ionship, poses conflicts of in-
terest: tween researcher
and lab animal, pet owner
and pet, predator and prey.
Many animal rights advo-
cates are reluctant to ac-
knowledge that using

animals f¢ / human pur-
pose, ever . satisfy our
needs to nt : other spe-

cies, 18 fraught with ethical
ambiguities. The owners of
both kittens and snakes place
the interests of their pet
ahead of the unfortunate ani-
mals that the pet must eat. [s
this really so different from
researchers who place the in-
terests of sick animals or hu-
mans ahead of those animals
that are “subjccts” of re-
search designed to find ways
of alleviating suffering?
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r ically or inically significant differ-

1t . etimeeff ~ was statistically signifi-

difl.. ... <insystolic (E = 2.67, p = .(49) and

=633.57 »= 01) pressures. Protocol effects, i.e.,

cc aior logversuscon |dog however, were not statis-

e - w o ly differca either for systolic or diastolic
3.

Companion Qog
- Conlrol Dog

1 € "1 systolic and diastolic

5 pet ~ companion dog

o. 1 ¢t -za. rage of five baseline

res; rrences  Te calculated by

su \g baseline ~>m each measure at each
e “stically significant time effect for periph-
~ mer re(F =429 p=.02). In addition, there

a: tically significant protocot effect (F = 3.78, p = .03)
0. 1 increas n in the subjects during the
'nmental protocol (See rigure 2).
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cause cats and dogs have re-

productiv ibilitier 1.
happens becaus  :opl er-
mit them to bree [, 10«
enough to eauc sl

about the prablem ar n

~e0 zation a= -
Unt at ! \re
iv m
oL si-
Yy e blithely ig-

. el lucational message
1o d time to make an
: low-cost
I ot ‘h
na on
Creer 3| .t nd
ntl st ust
t v N
walk 12 | ant arot  an
v _dn \p-
, ksin lis
atec b teer ' ho
come (m and ¢ swers
qi :stions. ' tors ar. -
cour: hrough
ke sz d cattery. If
w “ este I par-
[, e, rein-
ICETS un L l()bb}‘
.compl p
pl  tic: m vaith
counselor.
A i nd
0
ed] zram.The
winy o, re e Lo Lppl-
or Juic'” hats with
th cant abou! ‘heirin-
. X Hi w of
a ¢ oHany 1 an al. Loun-

selors should 1 to match

pecy i no oar >
ado - nin. n
reali- es ' sh 2ir
or 2 crea 2 that
5, 5, chews, drools,

e 1€, al kes up
‘ealth history and

te ime “iles on

eacl animal provide insight
into problems and potential
so that counselors can look
for a home with Jots of chil-
dren or no children, another
cat or no other cats, a work at
he  :caretaker or ajogger.
1 makes no sense to place
‘og that was surrendered
--ause it barked all day and
1e neighbors complained
with an adopter who lives in

-.identia ghborhood
w is gone u ours a day.
ilarly, i incomprehen-

sible that one would place a
cat hit by a car and rehabili-
tated in a foster home for 6
weeks with an adopter who
lives near a busy street and
will permit his cat to “come

2d go.” Adopters need
ance in deciding—a

C er Spaniel rather than a
Si zrian Husky, a cat rather
than a dog, an older house-
broken dog rather than a
puppy. or perhaps no pet at

all until family members
agree.

. suming that there is a
“2reeived alignment of hu-

man interest and commit-
<At with satisfaction of the
animal’s known needs, a
:ting is arran%ed. Adopt-
» should be able to spend
me in an exercise area or
uiet room with the animal.
henever possible, spouses,
children, roommates and
resident dogs are encour-
aged to come and meet the
prospect as well. Once a final
decasion is made, a counselor
reviews vaccinations, identi-
fication, parasite control, the
ansition to a new home and
Yable veterinary and be-
havioral support services.
Adoption and sterilization
contracts are signed and the
new family goes home
loaded down with camiers,
collars, sample foods and
mounds of pamphlets, bro-
chures, videocassettes, books
and jood advice.
Ar adoption can take as
s 45 minutes and as
Ny as three hours depend-
;gon the need foralandlord
check, a family consultation
or whether it is a slow Tues-
day morning or a busy Satur-
day afternoon.
ree hours and three vis-
its to the store is a lot of time
to spend picking out a pair of
tennis shoes but it 1s not
much time to choose a friend
for life.

Humane shelters must re-
member that the challenge is
not only to adopt 100% of the
available animals but also a
bit of the humane ethic with
each placement so that one
day the classifieds will have a
“Seeking Pets” section.

Active family of four sccks
athletic dog who enjoys water-
sports and is patient with aging
cats. Any size and shape; some
fleas O.K. References from vet-
erinarian. Long walks and sum-
mer camping trips guaranteed.
Please call “Waiting.”

V}



Muttmatchers

This newspaper h ~
bring pets and ow
together.

Diane Calkins

Furry faces peer out from
the pages of this newspaper.
Next to each photo is an apt
description and an often
heart-breaking story.

“Poor Painter still hasn’t
found a home,” reads one
story. “He’s a very sn
shepherd and seems to g
passed over for th  igg
guys. He'sputina~  ~'n
quest for Santa to find hi
loving family who would
like a cheerful guy, about 40
pounds, with a rollicking
sense of humor.”

Another story - ar
is a gentle 7-year-ola New-
foundland/Samoyed mix

whose owners joth die
within two ek ‘h
other. He's y hot -

7"

ken; a good watchd _ too.
Also advertised are Lauy, an
old arthritic Aussie mix who
is partially blind, and Miss
Licorice, “a sweet, bouncy
black Labrador mix.”

On the surface these clas-
sified adverhisements read
more like lost ¢~ old«
dogs, dime-: dozen I
mixes and equally 10
shepherds. But through the

18

effort | will of the master-

mind  hind Muttn- -
Messenger, a ' new er
with a circula on of in

six Southern C fornia

counties, these do ; (as well

as countless cats) have found
w hom: .

JAfetir escues

The mastermind behind
the tabloid is Suzanne Kane
who has been rescuing ani-
mals since chils Her
“very apparent passion” sur-
faced when sl i
rears old.

1 10 .. ne to
pick o leagle »uppy.”
calls Kane. “Bu '
found out the family v 1s g
ing to get rid of the mother
dog, I decided I wani  her
instead. We had her or 14

"

year
A : 9, Ki
tal o in f
he m
the focal huma ociet

One of these frie 1~ w
to found Exotics nl

wt ~h 1 os¢ v lir e g
a n eant
Fm 1t d rescuing
by i ‘ogs and cats.

Eight v( rs aga, Kane’s
passion ' er to ound
organization calle 1e ]

< Animal s
[HART], out of ct Mut
matchers Messe r eva red.
HART's purpose 1s to protect
the pets of the terminally ill,

b an .aomr less in

" lirorni; Inties

4 set food,

L: ven find-

i aomes | neces-
s T has grown,

70 \n ers iave ]t with
[ obl .s the ad never

foreseen, such as murder,
rape, suicide, AIDS and bat-
tered families.

-ster  m Network
. natur itgrowth of
thi group” ‘ork has been

the development of a net-
vork of foster homes for pets

V0o 'ners have died
wdd 'n r or are otherwise
v able xeep the animals.
' any one time, as many as

animals are . for (n

nes ~*erhom s
le T
[ Si' 1wl Vol
’ T ornia to rescue
r n "9l
ket r of
i . met | ane
re e ( aded am-

1€ ie ede

on {an - Dunk-

lv  _ut il :,  weak,

m, « tll-<coar  Cotlie that

ieduled to utha-
: a local shelter.

/ilie * 3 at least 20
ds ie ght and
eul atu | ecause

ne it} alt ¢ Jesions

\e 1a t to

ch_.. .n ock > eas_
nger.” :w tures’
md isons to .iate
” ¢ i wunkerly. “Yet
1as loved us without
r from the moment we
1 d us weakened frame
i o the family car.”

Willie has been joined by
another Collie and a Mini-
ature Dachshund, as well as
the seemingly endless stream
of Collies Dunkerly’s family
rescues from shelters and fos-
ters until suitable homes are
found.

“I gotinvolved after learn-
ing that many breed rescuers
will take only young animals,
those that are 1 or 2 years
old,” says Ju Verly. “I have
discov for the price
of a 14-a-week advertise-

~All

r
Vil

ment in an Orange County
newspaper, ] can reach more
than 1 million people, It usu-
ally takes me only about two
weeks to find a home for a
dog, regardless of its age.”

Kane also occasionally
takes animals into her own
home, a home that now looks
far more like an office. She
specializes in what she
kindly calls “difficult-to-
place pets,” such as Goldie,
whose former owners were
homeless and could afford to
teed her only alfalfa pellets,
which changed her metabo-
lism and left her almost hair-
less, and Brandy, who is 12
years old and has a slight
limp because three of her legs
~ere broken (one twice) by
1er previous owner’s ex-
wife.

But Kane and her volun-
* s realize breed rescue
alone is not the answer to the
>roblem of homeless pets, es-
>ecially since rescuers often
ourn out after three or four

ars. Instead, Kane’s vision
1as been to unify hundreds
f small humane and rescue
zroups, most of which tend
0 go off in different direc-
ions, continually reinvent-
* gthe wheel along the way.

-~

Zirc U Rescue

Since the first issue ap-
peared in October 1988,
Muttmatchers Messenger has
acted as a powerful unifying
force. When people see the
animals and read their sto-
ries, the typical result is that
those who get the paper
either want to adopt a dog,
get involved in rescuing
dogs themselves or do both,
says Dunkerly.

In one week, two people
offered to build kennels on
their acreage and become res-
cuers. Just a few days later, a
woman agreed to take in
abused dogs, and a man
whose wife reads him the
Messenger because he is blind
also volunteered to foster at
least one dog at a time.

“With each issue, more
people are drawn into the cir-
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cle of rescue, placemen’
caring,” Dunkerly says.
it's not just people o;
streets but veterinarian
supply retailers, groon
and shelter workers whu
involved. Thisis the exact

osite of the helplessr. .

y a majority of isolated .
mal welfare groups.”

Theideafor the tabloid oc-

curred to Kane after a friend
visited Oxford, England, and
reported that the local news-
paper featured photos of pets
available in shelters.

“Kar @ emphasizes
that you’ll never find
asa ic " rinMu
matc) xrs. sser

“If we sell cars and houses

through photos, why not

ets?” reasoned Kane. She

ad no doubt th et
tives are needed tu or
sentsystem in which theon
recourse for people who can
no longer keep their pets js to
give them up to public or pri-
vate shelters, with no assur-
ances that the animals will be
adopted, or to abandon
them.

“These people are desper-
ate,” says zn}; "They dgf\tt
want to give up thewr <
but they’re forced to.”
ality is that two out ot three
dogs do not spend their lives
with their original owners,
and 67 percent of all cats are
abandoned within the first
year of life.”

Scattered among the clas-
sifieds placed by pet owners
are ads for animals that have
been bailed out of animal
shelters, found abandoned
or otherwise discovered by
HART/Muttmatchers volun-
teers.

Kane writes the Messenger
copy, and her husbanc , Phi
a college professor, puts it
together using $20,000 wortn
of the latest desktop publish-
ing technology. Local print-
ers reduce their rates
substantially to help get the
Messenger out.

People trying to find
homes for their own
charged $15 per editic .
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maximum). Ow of

yearsand oldera  hi g

flat $15 to adve w2 un

“Seniors Paj " until tt

dogsor ;3 L
esides prov..

to let people know abou
needing hor. . Kar
other T vou

cate the originat
about screening p

adopters. he ~wi
sheetca™ ” m
the ‘Fre. > m

Pet Owner,” whic « 1Y
sizes that it is the own
sponsibility todot el

or she can for the anim .
Kane says, “They’re going
give their dogs awa'
way,sow: 1eec o help
doitin e’ =~ s
wafl/’

n addition, sample con-
tracts for both previous and
new owners are included.
The new owner, for instance,
agrees to treat the dog or cat
as a family pet and to provide
regular veterinary care.

e fact sheet and sam
contracts are provided
anyone who contacts Mu -
matchers whether the * de
cide to adve e .
newspaper or 1 Af
as Kane emphasizes, ‘hei

in © ° nak lifference to

mnimals an >088i-
“pape:

‘88 Vutt-

n e Me<c esa

o <l "ten

ay , as been

A . age

1 1andsome

anima ace extto an appro-

i h as Jeremy

lent ns: uestion 1S

, ‘ason, not can
he 3l but can they suf-

In he vear since its incep-

tior . paper has al-
a  or 'tself, partly

hrous »f . sertising
busi~ sses. Al-

aougl most or 1ese busi-
38€s ot animal-related,

is 1 astrated with a
pnt o of pet. In one issue,
re ._ement fo 2 in-

i cour~~'or = serv-

ColLl

1ces teatured >il with a
. . 1€ n 1ce
Ge = Naa‘hulslu >.
Another source of reve-
n published memorials
t¢ iared pets that have
diea. Jso, local business

people and animal lovers
agree to sponsor particular

nals and pay all advertis-
+ nosts. (gne of Kane's
many Joals is to reach the
point ‘here each animal has
a sponsor.

o save distribution costs,
volunteers ptace hundreds of
ise es of the tabloid in places

" 2re they will have the
greatest impact, such as vet-
erinarians’ offices, grooming
shops, and feed and pet
stores.

. Faces

"“ne emphasizes that
ro Il never find a sad pic-
nire  Muttmatchers Messen-

‘hough the tabloid
res deal inginectly with the
'motional and controversial
“jects of pound seizure
\nd animal research (through
ings about inadver-
cnuy giving away to dealers
vho masquerade as potential
idopters put actually sell to
‘esearchers, and because
nany of the advertised ani-
nals were destined for re-
earch), each issue leaves the
reader with an upbeat feel-
ing. _
‘People don’t respond if
they’re beaten over the
head,” Kane says. “With
Muttmatchers Messenger they
Bid( up something that’s fun.
eople love the pictures, and
they wait for the Messenger to
come out now. They’re even
starting to call if it’s a little
late.”

The tabloid has been espe-
cially successful in lettin
people know about the in-
credible number of adopt-
able animals, many purebred,
that are available for a nomi-
nal fee to cover such ex-
penses as s,paying/neutering
or vaccinations. One woman
from San Luis Obispo found
a gorgeous white shepherd
through Shepherd Rescue, a

oup she hadn’t known ex-
1sted until she read Mutt-
matchers Messenger. She
armived to pick up the dog
with the newspaper clutche
in her hand.

And hers is just one of
many success stories. Al
though the little shepherd
Painter waited an entire year,
he’s now in the home of a

Continued page 20
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Muttmotchars continted

man who has - o1 >u
him “perfect It >ouncy
LabMiss Licorice heln  ace
the sorrow a family
losing their own ] n
tragic accident.

ost important of all,
HART/Muttmatcher volun-
teers share » _mmitment to
carefully m " people with
pets,

Happy Endings

“Suzanne and the other
volunteers were very honest
and didn’t to Hic ‘et
onus,” says Amy w *
recent adopter.’ t was obvi-

says ;
adoy -8 ;
two o A s -
nallvse lingc | wrky with
Kz s|
A er " sple for
Ethi .
n s, L< v ;

especially pl sedtoac ta
dogthatwas= 41 !

sold fo rc- U] 5€8
beforet - cued.

“We won L P
in pel dition, T W€
also stc ~omethin
we 2y in,” s 3

Latherow. “l will make ¢ re
to "' par /sstorytoo er
2, .S g dc,
v uld havee dedu as:

. PR

1 “.il: cu, and
vc rs took Lady to meet
They thought Lady was
darling,” savs Kane. “They

didi 't " hat her vision
could . ette at <he
ha* lii  “he¢ qowsieepsir
L.. .an __lovec 7
f_L

I una s '
| ci, Bea Aiss  corice
ar La and heir feline
‘ ' : only
{ /M attmatch-

: s to place. People ask
o > with all sorts of ani-

of starting regional publica-
tions in every part of the
country.

Kane, a regular idea fac-
tory, brims with other plans
and goals, especially that of
networking the myriad ani-
mal groups and animal Jovers
together.

“After all, we have the
power: More than 50 percent
of the population has pets,”
stresses Kane. “But we have
to mee* each other and we
have o organize because
we’ 1 | fighting over the
same dollar.”

In the meantime, Kane
calls the 20-hour days more
~hit
owe them,” she says.
“T Ml like they’re all mine,
ev -dogand every kitty.”

Diane Calkins is a free-lance
writer and photographer based
in San Diego, California. The
above article appeared in the Oc-
tober 1989 issue of Dog Fancy
and is reprinted here with the
permission of the author and the

ous that they w_. 4 just as : . mals, m n caws to chick- than-
soon keep a dog. They do searchalaplmal mlak”es the is- ens. ly Kane was "
right not only by people but sueLre or pe(;p e, conta abor a woman
also by dogs.” ady also fou 1 and hree pea-
The Latherows a | home througl. te - ' s: d three
; . Her 79-  r-o1a ’ ‘
their new dog. a 10- ath- €18 .
old Qu :mns .nd 4 - had been attacke , st bed first vear of its exist-
named \a v { andleftto ** 55 e g lEItO ence, i rhers occonger
named Spark by thei he r  :Su “‘ : he © 3
daughter) soon after theirr 0 oct o . Co Qure,
third child was born. Amy 0Lt H {I_t _ 1 t0s N 1 rage
Latherow discovered the ¢2 e L n- . se ibly
Messenger atthe groce rstore aged! — ce . anc > ams  publication.
and 1tracted by 1*  1otos, cats exc Tt
- S | i/ RM
™~ . 'ORE_  _YOU ! /
}T ) 1 en ift subscription to:
toT  atham ter 100 =
\ e —
O Renew my subscription$10.00
- / o
Enclosed is my additional tax deductibls ~ 3 ition to help prom¢ ¢ ife through education.
N -
0$5 0s50 0O 3100 Dgﬁ ¢ Tl Js
ax ded -hble . - \
Frease make checks payableto:
The Latham Foundation” s ~ : :
Clement & Schiller ! . t.;ofpr::;g tham ?a formation brochure to give
Alamedq, Califorfias 1 ; gu .
u . raphy o H/CABto
N - . nt 'ideoc  .g
——'— f‘ o a se‘nd a complimentary copy of Th
P
/
_
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Mike Rowell

A fundamental oal of The
San Frandsco S is find-
ing a loving, »< uarent
home for eve Toaal
comes int¢ its .. 2, and it
adoption 10 ciws =«
signed to establish those ** -
long relation by
matching the rij ima
with the right person.

To best match t >
owner, The SPCA | -
signed a compre’ \L
screening process which
takes both adopter and ani-
mal into consideration when
evaluating the adoption’s
success potential, and helps
Shelter staff and volunteers
decide whether an adoption
is the best thing for both ani-
mal and adopter. In addition,
The Society tries to ensu =
each potential adopter is 1
sponsible, capable, commit-
ted, and understands what
pet ownership requires.

The adoption screening
process takes maxim m a -
vantage of what 1.~
learned from th “le ng
Dog PrLc')_Fram about estab-
lishing litetime relationships
between people and pets, For
14 years, the Hearing Dog
Program has carefully
screened applicants, matched
them with the trained, for-
merly abandoned dogs they
are best suited for, and pro-
vided recipients with a week
of instruction with their ca-
nines. Once a Hearing Dog is
placed with a deaf or hear-
ing-impaired person, the e-
lationsh! t n¢
and hum. ) mi \ito
over the Jiretime of the aog.
This thorough study of hu-
man/pet relationships has
given the Society the ability
to better understand the in-
gredients of a life]ontg match,
and the criteria to effectively
screen for it.

Adoption statistics prove
the screeni: 3 processisan ef-
fective one  /hen someone
adopts a pe ey are told
they can returr the anjmal
anytime during its lifetime
and we will find it a home.
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Only T T¢
turne ast yr —
oflas /carsn (g -
tions—and hose animals
weresC. lac. T -
ing hom« .

All 1 itential a~ N

1« DR e 1c

on tio © 3
throt a ning -

ew -

e . hav

ey eithe b aon
strating . ..ae owne, .. O
alJlowing Shelter xepre-
se “ves to call their land-
w1

Nhen someone is looking

fo t, a Volunteer Adoo

tion Counselor shows t
the animal available a
helEs them get acquanr ec.
with the pets they evores
in* B 4 1
iIset 8! ar-
ticular needs of eac A~ or
cat + "° : ‘ntial
adopter, anc helps h | et

seeker d 1d b match-
ug) wouid pes uit both
a (‘}%ter and adoptee.

e adoption -

asks why | or

5 to adoj 2 1,
i n"'.'nber an¢ .a v PdSt
pets wm'  a nt
-, sfic . . viron

n: il v ljv-

53 v 11')’

sible ~ » animal’s

AN re r

:ly [+ 4

né  n¢ -1 stions
th 0.. ership.

LV I 1 4 Service Rep—

itatives  rther screen

rere th 71 13 es-~

S: O ng

'stion  gar g the per-

[l s[nrgp- ngam[—

- = ¥4 t

I 'p er ative

so disruss o o ibili

es ¢° et . ers with

tr ‘0 msurn Hat
th v P tnt » hbcl(_

oAt - ~1ess 1S
ensive, but meant to
> Jucational not intimi-

m% OQur § ' 2r staff
:forget they are dealing
huma eings, an

' ~have "o say no t

1[4 , J’
s8 or hat The
A v' ots

E for the animal. And if

201 msi 300d candi-
' fo ov 1ership but
has selected aimal inap-
gl:o Tia weir sitt> dn,a
elter k or “"ve ma
decline ti . secific
animal *mand st ;gesta
differer 2,
1 dety 'k D-
I iy r it - ne /
a snelterr ©  nve ‘resh
ot ) ) PC

chance at life to dogs and cats

who would otherwise be

euthanized, and specializes

in finding homes for diffi-

cult-to-place, abandoned

and injured animals from
ther shelters.

“inding a suitable home
fc  ome of these animals

axtra time, resources
n¢ effort. Three-legged
dogs, one-eyed cats, epileptic
canines, diabetic felines:
these are the kind of special
animals The SPCA often
takes in and cares for until
someone gives them a second
chance. While some of our
animals require extra assis-
tance, every animal in the
Shelter has been screened for
adoptability. They’ve a)l had
thorough health exams, have
tested negative for life-
threatening illness (i.e., FeLV
and FiV) and none of them
have severe aggression prob-
fems.

Oneof the most successful
programs is Adoption Out-
reach. By taking the Shelter’s
animals out to 34 different
public sites, Adoption Out-
reach dramatically increases
the adoption rate.

Although dogs are taken
out occasionally, Adoption
Outreach benefits cats al-
most exclusively, and is a
boon to older cats, one-eyed
cats, cats with special needs
and cats who simply might
get overlooked in the Shelter
setting. By putting these spe-
cial catsin the spotlight, Out-
reach Volunteers have a
golden opportunity to show-
~~se the virtues of these
unique creatures for poten-
tial adopters.

In recent years, The San

ncisco SPCA has made
great strides in successfully
placing all its adoptable ani-
mals in permanent, loving
homes. Through vigorous
expansion and reinforce-
ment of every aspect of its
Adoption Program, and with
the continued support of its
50,644 contributing mem-
bers, The SF/SPCA intends to
find even more homes for the
abandoned pets of the Bay
Area in the years to come.
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We appreciate Bill Garrett’s | - - .
Humanely With Feral Cats,” v vu appr it th
reliability of food sources, th: prevention and/or treal
an unresolved sanitation probl

W

Th r for Pre  ion o

November 12. 1

Dear Mr. Tc. 1t:

a2

T am writiig in )
le

1

~D ) you
.cky Robinson ind
Lav: + Vol XIII, No. 4,

2L
AV | sy’ can answer some
m 1 S «  oonded with such a
scale) in our area.

8

[=}
=

ar

d of the article “Alley Cat Allies: Dealing

1 am - The questions were concerning the
affici | 1 as hose inflicted by other animals and
) oifices ang shefter
:Ie " 981 howell millro3d nonhwest
A atfama, georgia 30318
o imals, I nc. phone 404 §75-5331
- : end of the
- (Alley Cat Allies,
your < ns and pose a few

( heit on a small

grart

1. Fooc rces i most people inve .ved ~ and

- ayv r or ana very mobi’ 'ac Lose interest.
F .. ¢oxurc_s _nv . .. . "dry up”.

2. a0 a1 1- il ~ numane societies or
animal control who 5C P 1. we :ad and dying and
seldom lic y oo . - -~ hese ¢ i1ts a "peaceful death",
much lese re.. the -+ rm R r c . death is to
near .

3. These cats are often the vi ~ ‘'ms o > er feral cats who seem
to be more aggressive and (~nac 8 ~ wvnose altered. I believe
it is the &_ ( ‘ M _ iven out, usually injured
and carrying debiliitaiving ) € 8 ° unds.

4. Additional questions may als
poisoned (intentionally as w a
shot, beaten, clubbed etc. c. b
o, Sy | nis ovion damage.

ro L, >w has t m
wants to dea. with.
] wish I had the answers but I do
who seem to alwavs have an answer
one.

Sincerely, / gff

Bill Garrett
Executive Director
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o’ vho deals with those who are
g8 . ~~identally). Those who are

v people who are experiencing

+he local Sociesty or animal

e a "'messy’ problem no one else

n"t and I am disturbed by thcse
even though it is only a partial
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1

New ~ ease

15 Minutes — VHS

Prevention through understanc ng 'sth - c "{eo produced by
t har Zoundatior i<k xplains 10 torecog .canu andledangerous
d " 1ownotto’ ome: tatistic. Highlysk™  ° 1 trainers demonstrate
what > do if threatened - ress e dog. “T .~ ‘ntion” is recom-
mended viewing for posta ce ; , 1 1ty 2p Hsloyees, sales
people, and anyone wh C ..xe s _h s also
tmportant for dog owners, ~*  —iost . do oc in the
he ydog owners and tt  families.

5

Call Latham for preview information
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Promoting Respect for All e ' ou¢
Latham Plaza _ -

Clement and Sc¢ Streets

Alameda, California 94501 U.S.A.
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