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Kidding the Kids: Our Students Aren’t
Learning

Sanford M, Dornbusch, Ph.D.

Our sociely faces a shortage of
trained and competent young
workers. Beyond the demands of equi-
ty, there will be a need for training
students who come from minority
groups and from poor families. The
number of adolescents and young
adults in the United States will be
smaller as we hit the 21s1century. Add
to the shrinking work force that so
large a proponion of our youth are
relatively unskilled, and the result is
that we are unprepared to face the
competlition from other societies.

Our current concerns about educa-
tion over-emphasize the dropout rate.
The American job market relies on
“years of school completed” as a
screening device; therefore, dropouts
do not fare as well as graduates in
obtaining jobs. Most dropouts pay a
personal price for not staying in
school. But America’s education prob-

lem goes beyond whether students
leave school. The issue is rather that
S0 many youth who do remain in
schoollearnlittie as they sitin classes.
A recent study at Johns Hopkins
University showed that poorly-per-
forming students who quit school
learned only slightly less in two years
after dropping out than students
whose performance was equally poor,
but remained in school. What kind of
an education is that?

In a study of Mexican-American
high school students at the Stanford
Center for the Study of Families,
Children and Youth, the students were
interviewed about their systems of so-
cial support. In particular, students’
sources of academic information were
investigated. More than half of all Mex-
ican-American high school students
reported that at least one school
employee was a potential source of
information. However, 43% did not
name anyone from their school. It s

Continued on page 18
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CAPE: Children’s
Alliance for
Protection of the
Environment

We recently learned of CAPF
through the United Natons Environ.
ment Programme newslener. We re-
guested further information and
receved a very impressive informa.
vonal packer which outlined the goals
and philosophy of the organization.
We certainly commend their efforis
and wish them even more success. A
portion of the material 1s reproduced
below:

Mission

The global environment today 1s
subject to unprecederted ptessures
— and to unprecedented damage. The
effects of human disiegaid ate evident
in the woildwide problems of ocean
polilution, depletion of the ozone layer,
acid rain, and an alarming rate of
species exonction. In both “advanced”
and “undeideveloped” countries,
rivers, beaches, and cily sireets be-
come the dumping grounds for
society’s waste; air Is contaminaled;
life-sostaiming wet'ands and forests
ace destioyed; and short-sighted (and
use piaclices promole desettificalion
and erosion.

Countless iesearch progiams, con-
fetences, treaties, and laws in the
adolt world of goverinment, science,
and technology seek 10 measuie
human destiuction of the enviion-
ment, o predict the rate and conse-
quences of envronmental decline, and
to devise means of repainng exsting
damage and preventing furthei, pos-
sibly irevocable, damage. Private con-
seivation ofganizations campaign foi a
myriad of cavses — same global in
scope, some focusing on a single
issue, spectes, or plot of giound
Much of this woithy acrivity fhies over
the heads of our childien. For this
reason, these efforts often fail 1o

Connnued on page 15




12.
12.

13.

14.

14.

16.
17.

22,

In this issue

Kidding the Kigs: Our Stu-
dents Aren’t Learning -
Sanford M. Dornbush,
Ph.D.

CAPE: Children’s Alliance
for Protection of the En-
vironment

An Invitation
“"Humane Is a Big Worgd™

Preschool Programs, Not
Pdson Cells

A Special Animal Visit For
Hospitalized Chilgren -
Debra Fila, RN and Joan
Kazerounian. M.Ed.

The United Nations Con-
vention on the Rights of
the Child

Fur Facts ang Fallacies

Me and You and a Dog
Named ... - Mary Rohrer-
Dann, MA and Dan Lago.
Ph.D.

Factors in Adults’ At-
titudes Toward Peits -
Aline H. Kidd. Ph.D. and
Robert M. Kidd, MA.
M.Div.

California’s Impressive
Consumer Atfairs Division
- Patncia Urena

California Course on Com-
panion Animal Bereave-
ment

P - AT Visits Bring Love

Dog. Cat Ownership
Show Sieady Growth

The Anu-Cruelty Society
Dispels Spay/Neuter
Myths

A Praductive Alternative

to the Throw-Away
Philosophy
Friends Far Folks -

Slephen Bradley
We're Here ta Serve You!

Ameiica’s Drug Wai: A
Holding Acicn - Robeit C.
McGuire
“WITHIT™
Television

Is Back on

Page 2

An Invitation

Because The Latham letters
primary purpose is to chronicle the
worthwhile endeavors of individusls
and public service organizations, its
Editorial Committes welcomas the
submission of manuscripts for publi-
cation consideration. Preferred sub-
lects afe those dealing with unigue
human/companion animal bond ac-
tivity, human (youth or adulty and/or
animal welfare aclivities as well as
ecological programs concerned with
life suppon.

The Latham Foundation was
formed in 1918 with i1s 1001s 1n the
promotion of Respect for All Life
Through Education. h was not limited
strictly to animal concerns; its
founders, Edith and Milton Latham, in-
tended its outreach 1o extend to con-
cetn for children, the elgarly, the earth,
animals, intetactions ol animals and
people, and all areas wherein respect
for life could be and must be exer-
cised.

We ask our readers to suggest
topics germaine 1o the intent of the
foundation. As with most Founda-
tions, Latham depends on its sup-
porters and would appreciate your as-
sistance.

Submissions should not exceead
1200 words in length although in spe-
cial cases. exceptions can be made. If
an academic of other affiliation is
given, proper cleafance {rom that af-
filation must accompany the
manuscript. Black and whice
photographs which enhance subject
matter of 3 submission will be ap-
preciated, and will bs returned.

For those interested in learning
about membership in the Foundation
or mole about its services, please fill
out the form below.

Please send inlo:mation about
the Latham Foundation’'s ser-
vices.

Name

Address

City/State

Zip

Please mait 1o: The Latham Foundation
Latham Plaza Building
Clement & Schiller Streets
Alameda, California
84501

“Humane” Is a Big Word

Remember the riddle about the
longest word in the dictionary?
“Smiles,” because there is @ mile be-
rween the first and last letter?

Humane is a big word too. There is
no riddle about it because it is not
sasily defined. Everyone likes to be
thought of as being "humane.” but few
people are — entirsly.

Christ was humane; so were others
among the really great founders of
religions. Unfortunately. this cannot
be said of many of their followers.
Parhaps the most outstanding of the
modern philosophies is that of Albert
Schweitzer. His profound and deeply
sincere "reverance for life” encompas-
ses compassion, moderation, forgive-
ness, justice and meicy. Each of these
words descnbes a quality, which of
itself is worthy, but all 10gether 1hey
do not yet constitute the woid
“humane.”

Schweitzer goes further though.
His concept of "humane” rmplies
more active humananess. it includes
providing relief a1 the expense of self.
It includes protection even at some
personal risk. It even in¢ludes punish-
ment when punishment is indicated.

Is this a paradox? Both forgiveness
and punishment in an analys's of
“humane”? Well, punishment is often
protective and preventive, 28 with a
mother’s punishment of her offspring.
There is a nice balance, of course,
leavened by justice.

Let’'s not overlook kindness, It
belongs with the other words, It, (oo,
is an active rather than a passive word
when (ncluded in "humane.” But we
mustexercise care if kingness is to be
included. It is often misplaceg,
misinterpreted and misapplied. We
want our kindness 1o be of the quality
that ¢an truly take its place with the
others which make up the word
“humane.”

There are a greal many other
qualities describad by a great many
other words which most be included
with those alieady named in order 10
complete the full meaning of
“humane.” Two, which must not be
overlooked, are “responsibility” and
"Judgment.”

Well, we have only scratched 1he
surface of the qualities which are
necessary for one to be truly humane
To achieve those qualities 1s probably
the ultimate goal of mankind. Perhaps
it is “humane” which is the longest
word in the dictionary!

The above piece was authored by
the late Charles W. Fredericks of the
San Francisco SPCA and appeared in
Our Animals, the newslener of the San
Francisco SPCA, in 1973 &
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Preschool Programs, Not Prison Cells

Picture the children in an inner-city
neighborhood. Three out of four have
serious dental problems. Eight cut of
ten live in single-parent homes, sup-
ported by welfare. Lessons in crime
and drugs are learned early.

Now, picture a school, open from 7
a.m.to 7 p.m., where the teachers not
only teach, but link up children {and
their parents) with social services in
the community. If a child needs
eyeglasses, she gets them. If the
parents need counseling on, say, mari-
tal problems or finances, they get it. If
the parents are embarrassed because
their children can tead and they can't,
they can sign up for the school's adult
literacy and high school equivalency
programs.

Readers who picked up the Sep-
tember 18th issue of forbes or
watched Dan Rather {CBS News, Oc-
tober 26} recognize the school. [tis the
Corporate Community School in
Chicago's North Lawndale district, an
area of urban blight as severe as anyin
the nation, The driving forces behind
the school are Joseph Kellman, owner
of Globe Glass and Mirror Co., and
Vernon A. Loucks, Jr.. chairman of
Baxter Internationat.

Mr. Kellman voiced strong opinions
in replying to the September Forum,
"We are seeing the maddening of
America....the creation of a permanent
underclass, unable to compete, and
driven to violence and self-destruc-
tion." The madness is evident in our
"misplaced*{and rapidly escalating} so-
cial costs, Kellman notes, for example,
that in 1988 Michigan spent $1 billion
on new prison cells, and only $2 mil-
lion on preschool programs, Yet wide-
ly publicized research by the Depart-
ment of Education shows, convincing-
ly, that every dollar spanton preschool
learning saves §5 in social costs. Ac-
cording to the Commitlee for
Economic Development, each year's
class of school dropouts costs the na-
tion $240 billion in lost wages and for-
gone taxes. Yet one year of preschool
education can lower the dropout rate
by 30 percent.

The madness is akin to
schizophrenia, in that it represents a
nation that has lost its grip on reality.
“We have the know-how for reform.”
slates Kellman, "but we are not using
it." That know-how can come from
business, the same hard analysis and
planning used in a business turn-
around, or in bringing an unprofitable
division back in line. Kellman's agenda
forreform includes taking school over-
sight and administration out of the

hands of "unpaid volunteers with no
background or expertise in the area*
and placing it in the hands of a "full-
time, paid central board ang executive
management team.” Most important,
that team "must be given the power o
do the job unencumbered by present
constraints.”

But implementing such reform
would, itself, bump against consider-
able impediment, in that school
boards operate under their respective
state charters. Rather than wade
through the bureaucracy, Kellman and
Loucks took the path of showing
everyone-educators and business
leaders alike-how it could be done. As
a result, the Corporate Community
Schoolopened its doors to youngsters
ages 2 through 13 several years ago,
thanks to contributions from some 60
Chicago businesses,

Although the school has had
widespread publicity in the media,
Kellman's message to AMA [American
Management Association] members
is very specific. "Surely." he states,
*AMA has other CEOs who can emu-
late what Vernon Loucks has done in
Lawndale...We would be delighted, at
no charge, 1o convey to such in-
dividuals all that we have learned in the
last five years....thus putting them in
the school business.”

“But isn’t that a pretty expensive
proposition?' our reporter asked.
Kellman concealed his irritanon. Had
we somehow missed the point of so-
cial costs vs. investment in early
childhood education-or the madness
of continuing on our current coursa?
It would take 15 companies pledging
$100,000 each toward school support-
not a large sum by most corporate
standards. "It would take a prominent
CEQC less than a day to make some
phone calls and arrange the financ-
ing.".

To date, My, Kellman has had “a lot
of inquiries, but no takers.* a situation
he hopes will change soon. To drive
home the point, he cites an article
from the New York Times related 10
the attack, (ast April, of a Central Park
jogger by 12 Harlem teenagers. *“The
state of New York has responded with
an anticrime plan,” states the Times
story. 'lts cornerstone is the building
of 9,000 new prison cells.”

"Reprinted, by permission of pub-
lisher, from Management Review,
December/1989 © 1989. American
Management Association, New York,
All rights reserved.” &£
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A Special Animal Visit For Hospitalized
Children

Libwa Film, AN
Jos Kprerovngn M By

Child Lifa Serwicas & Chiddron's
Madeal Conter al the Unnorsity of
Califormia, S5an Francisoo provides ac-
ity and play programs, Thess sed
VICES plomols oplemal -ﬂl:';.-.'l’h afd
development and rminimire the stress
and fears ofien expananced by hosp
tafized children and familes. The
departminl & sialfed weth Chald Lile
Specumlisis and prowides tharspeulic
devalopméantal, recréeanonal and
educatinnal actnaties | hess essenial
e axpanances foster normalkey and
masigry ol difhculties duning
hospialraton. Tha department aMars
arralaad Pome a0 SChOO] acTrvileld i
tha playroom, schoolioom and at the
bedsxia Dne of the most populas pnd
wall ailended acinaties s the San Fran=
cizco S PCA. Anemal Assisled
Thesapy Program. Many children on
the padiatnc umnil ane saparated (rom
rcfmdl e espenences PN S
tact wath thes fnends and thesr own
Fage 4

pil. Sevaral childien hinse axtonded or
teposted hospitalizations for cheonic
illnoasss. For these children, the op-
porunity o intafect wilh Ron-domes-
ticaled animals would be shm

lwicn sach month, AAT voluntesrs
b SCiponed avmals 1o vand the
chuldren and famibes. Ammals i the
program range from amall anrmals
SuCh &S guineta pegs, Turthes, rats, bids
and snakog 10 modm sioed dogs. Tha
chaldign aie grean thi opportunity (o
intoract with tha animals in the
playroom of indendiually 0 Thar room,
T haa '.|::-|'r-|_|a|".- iramad woluntesis pro-
vida educabonal informabon atsoul the
animals and demonstiate how 1o pol,
okl and lood tharm The Child Life
specalisl, who pnderatands tha ani
gue nepeids ol hospitaliced childron,
fatimates tha nleraction batwean the
AAT volumtesr, tha animal and tha
E |‘||||l

The obectives of the animal visits
afg 1) o provide an oppoitunity which
offers sducation, play and nonmal il
EupEf EnCces, ang FiRT. promate comes

fort, sell esteem, indopendance, and
the freéedom of expréssion. The obmc
tives concur with the philosophy ol
Child Lifs Servnces

Af times thata are childien whio s
not intaresiad in the animal wisn, hows
avar, tha majority of tho obildisn wil
caoma the animal visits with opan
arms. Comman respomsos Trom T
children are in referenca to thair own
pets at home, seeng animals af tha
oo, and ar school Other children
speak phout their hospidalization as
they gently pat, hieg and play with thi
animals. I was this positive Teadback
that laid the loundation Tor ol mdox
Wiy Unusual animal visit

In Fabruary of this year, s photo ol
The Medical Center ar UCSF
Valenting's Day AAT visit appeared in
a bocal San Francsco nowspaper This
prompited Mrs. Kalisio of ‘Wmnmnars'
Clrcle Ranch in Pemaluma 1o call vhe
Medical Cenfer's Voluntesr Animal
Thatapy Coardinator, bMis, Kalaks
owmned a minch specialpmg m mime-
luie horses. She ssked it one very spe
cial mmiature horse cowold wisd the
children at LICSF

The volunteer Coordinator firsi met
with the Child Life Specwlist on
Pediatncs to dscuss the appropriate-
ress ol such a visil, a5 well a5 the
nepded guidelines for a horse to enter
the unit, where children were acutely
il 1 weas decded 10 pursus the specisl
visit kea by submitling 2 proposal o
the hospital's Infection Control Com:
mittea

The first step in prepanng the
proposal vohved outlming the neces-
28Ty E50es 10 bi addressed ahd docu-
mented, These included 1) salety; 21
mfection contiol, 3} screaning proce-
dures lor pllergies, decreased white
blood cell counts, infections, and
presant diness, 4) phhyscan and nors-
ing specifics. 5} behawior screening of
the aremal, and 6} documented plan
for the one hour visit on the unit

Thae AAT Coordinator met with Mrs
Kaleski at the ranch to screon the harse
chosan for the visit and 1o request the
nacessary forms. These mcluded 1)a
cartificate of healih from the
valofinatian; 2} a lefter stating the
Fers had navedd mjured anyone and 3)
two |atters from ther local pursing
homes where the horse had visited
walhout incicent

Tha horse chosen for the visit was
Lakevilke Laddse. Thes freendly, beaun
ful stalbon held the record lor baing
thie smallest in the woild 8t only 25
inchas tall He was gentle and small
ancugh fer yvounger childion 1o ba a1
ey bl weithy, BArs, Kalmbks and Laddio
miadi a bina feam; Laddee booked 1o hes
apprapriately for his commands,

Liorthnued o page 18
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The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child:

An Opportunity for Advocates

On Ociober 20, 1389 the General
Asmambly of the Unitod Nations
poopiad the U N Conventdn on the
Rights af the Chikd, & new intarraticnal
freaty bor the piolection of childian

Thes reirey peaca of proposed merna-
tgnal law comans bl separale as
niecles that dolml Both tha chal and
palitscal nights of chikdren and their so
clal. sconoemic and cultural rignts. |n-
clidad v these provisions lor the firs!
timea, wall be the establishment of an
intemaional panal of supents wiso will
be responsible for assesang the con
dition of childmn woridwids, publsciz
ing their plight. and recommending ac
ticn on their behall,

The power and strangth of ths
dacument, honvnireed, will b dogeend
gntan the support thal it recanes lrom
the concarmed paople of the world It
isi wital, thareiose, thar the tax of this
treaty & carefully studied and that
peope form thelr own opinecns 55 (o
the signifcance of this documesnt —
and avaluate its impartance nat only 1o
the childien of thait own country, but
of the workd,

" the analysis of the global
balance sheet indicates that
ovar the past decade the
situation of children has
deternorated.”

SE— S

And while no inermatonal tieaty
should ba seen an o panacea for soby-
ing all the ills that basat children, con-
sidoration should be given 1o the
potential of this Convention as the
clarion of & wodldwide movemant That
will grow stropger and louder; a
grassroots movement ol adulta
demanding that cheldren recenve tha
stardards of care and profection o
wehech they are antitied.

Far all ol those dedicaied 10 the
pursun? of peace and justice, the pas-
ssge of this Convention on the Rights
of the Chid marks ihe pmnacls of an
intemahonal effor to promote the
basic neads of childran as fundamen-
1al human rights, and wall provide the
legal {ramewsoik undar which advo-
cates wall demand the level of invest-
miant Isquied 1o Suppon Tha senacaes
necassary far the wallboing of
childian — espacially for tha childran
of iha poor.

Fiom anocihar parspective, the ad-
ven ol the Convention on the Rights
of thy Child ' another landmark i &
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cenfury-long struggle for social
raform, a struggle that bogan with
sych pioneairs as Charles Dickens,
Brarmesll Booth Sidney and Heatrica
WWebb, Hemnich Pestalors, and Eglan-
tira Jabib

The Nead for Protaction

That thasra |8 & nead for protection
for childien s beyond & doubi For
more than a decads wa have baen
faced with the unfortunate reality that
while poliicians pay lip sanace 1o thie
conditian of childran in th rhetoric of
publc debate, the analysis ol the
giobal balance sheet indicates thal
over the pas! decade the situation ol
childran has detenctated

The avidence iz owerwhalming
chuidien, as 8 Sub-olass, have ex-
parienced & davasiaing downium in
social mobility. Poor children have be-
comig poater, and many children of the
loweir-middle class have become
poot, Even more deappointing is that
the developmenl has been greated
with & stunning dagies of apathy on
the pan of many of those responsible
for feaming social palicy. Foi many
pihars, such dovelopments have been
winlcomed and deliberately usod as a
means of social eontrol

What Rights are Conteinaed in the
Conw

Tha Convention on the Rights of the
Child touches on just aboLl avery
sspact ol the lwes of chiddgren im-
aginable. It oflars an sgreed, nloms-
tional defmition of child It provides for
ihe right 1o & name and natipnality.
sats three basic underlying prin-
ciplas: Tirsd, that all chikdran ara on-
litied to thase righls imespsctive of
ihair race, color, rebgion, sex, lan
guage, politcal opinon of national,
Bthmic of socisl ofgin: sacond, thal n
all actions concerneng childran i is the
bast intorests of the child that musi
prevail; and, thrd, that wihbis a child s
capable ol loiming his of hae oaen
views, Then Jue weight must be given
ta them,

Under the piowsions ol the Con.
VEnion, goveinmentis agreae (o
fespesct tha nights and responsabilities
of the family, (o offar suppor 1o tha
famly when ther means are nsuffi
ciant 1o pidvide an adoquate standard
ol lisang, and 10 help with farniby re-
wnihication when tha Tamily i5
sapatated. Provisions ang alko made
with regard to health care, day care.
education, abuse, naglect and ax-
plotation; adoption and loster care;

custody disputes and preventon and
breatmant af narcatics use

"... the strength of the
Conventicn will e in the
support it has among ardinary

paople,

The document does nol, however
gxaming children's tsghis in just socsl
and gconomic terms. | he Conventon
recognizes that children should have
dentical nghts to adulls 1o be Iee
from tonuie, political assassnation
and kidnapping. and arhitrary arrast
aind datention. it piohibits the death
PEN for minors and directs that
iehabilitation musi ake precadanco
ol punishment n the disposion of
a child cpmected of & cnme, I also
recognizes that chidren should have
spedal protecton in mes of wal and
armad conflct

How Will the Convention Help
Childran?

in the fust mstance, the Conven
Fon, once ianlad @ rmirdmum ol
twanly natmns, will become the
detnitrve body of international ke an
children's nghts. Several govednmenis
s E|l¢.!lj1|-' ivilicatad thad srrantcen
12 rafify . and by doing 30 they have
dignitied thoir determination 1o ernsule
that thait domastic lpwes meat thi
standards ot in tha Conventon, 1o
enlorce thase Wws and 10 establish
this fecommbiided seraces

Depanding on the constituton ol
ther ratitying country, the Comenton
itself may bocome part of the national

Continued on page 13
Page 5



The Latham Foundation with jts
roots in humane education com-
mends the efforts of the World Society
for the Protection of Animals (WSPA)
in 1ts widespread attempts to educate
the public in the cruelties suffered by
animals prized for their beautiful skins.

WSPA has been joined in this en-
deavor by humane societies through-
out the world. Like WSPFPA and its col-
leaques, Latham feels that educating
the public is the answer. We abhor
violence and certainly cannot con-
done any violent acts or intimidation or
force in achieving an end. Education
and publicity have already achieved
greal success. According to 8 recem
article in a widely circulated news
magazine, the anti-fur movement has
already caused a senous downward
trend in the fur business. This we feel
can be directly attributed to the cam-
paign of educating people and caus-
ing us to rethink our values. Most of us
did not consider the origins of furs or
the methods of obtaining them. By
learning about the horrors involved in
the fur trade, most cannot suppori it.

The following fact sheet provided
by the American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA), is one example of the cam-
paign literature aimed at educating the
public about fur. Another example is
the poster which appears on the op-
posite page. We encourage those of
you who support an end to the idea
that fur is fashionable to assist in the
effort of publicizing these facts.

—MP

Fur Facts and
Fallacies

TRUE OR FALSE?

it takes 10 — 15 raccoon pelts to make a
full length coat.

FALSE. The number of skins re-
quired to make a fur coat is much
greater than most people would im-
agine. It actually takes 40 raccoons (10
lynx, 25 opossums, and up to 65 mink)
to make a coat.

Most animals used forfur costs are ranch
raised.

TRUE. Over half the estimated 50
million animals used for fur in the
United States each year are ranch
raised. Mink, chinchilla, foxand rabbits
are the most commonly ranched
species. Butlife on a furranch is hardly
the idyllic outdoor existence the name
implies. Ranch raised minks spend
their entire lives confined, usually in
isolation, in small wire cages not much
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larger than the minks themselves.
Deprived of the opportunity to exer-
cise or engage in any normat behavior,
the animals frequently resort to self
mutilation and compulsive move-
ments. Moreover the genetic
manipulation necessary to produce
specialized fur colors also produces
antmals with major physical defects,
such as deformed genitals and sus-
ceptibility to miscarriage and internal
bleeding.

Finally, the methods used to kill the
animals are often painful and there are
no specific laws regulating the
methods which may be used. Some of
the primitive techniques commonly
employed are suffocation through ex-
posure to chloroform or car exhaust,
electrocution and neck breaking.
Besides providing us with furs, trapping
is necessary to control wildlife over-
population snd disease.

FALSE. Trapping, the other major
means of obtaining furs, is often
touted as a valuable wildlife manage-
ment tool. The evidence shows, how-
ever, that the availabihty of food in an
area serves as a natural limiting factor
for wildlife populations — trapping is
not necessary. As for disease, most
scientists and wildlife managers do
not consider it a real threat. In
response to a recent survey, one
wildlife biologist stated:

“In my experience these diseases
{rabies, leptospirosis, and distemper)
have seldom developed into serious
problems. When they have, natural
mechanisms usually operate to bring
the disease under control in the wild
population more effectively than any
‘control’ programs of which | am
aware.”

Moreover, there is little evidence
that trapping is an effective means of
controlling wildlife diseases. Because
diseased animals move around less,
they are actually /ess likely to be
caught in traps than healthy animals.
Traps may be uncomfortable, but they
are not really painful for the animals
caught in them,

FALSE. The trap most often used to
catchfurbearing animals, 1he steel-jaw
leghold trap, is a simple device con-
sisting of two spring-loaded jaws with
a pan to hold the bait in the center.
When an animal steps forward to get
the bait, the steel jaws snap shut on
his paw. The initial impact crushes
skin and soft tissues, sometimes cut-
ting all the way to the bone. As the
Jaws continue to press on the limb,
they cut off the blood supply to the
portion of leg below the trap. When
the terrified animal struggles to free
itself, further damage, such as broken
bones, may occur. Some animals are
so desperate that they actually gnaw

off the paw, leaving it in the trap. But

their freedom is shon-lived as they

succumb to gangrene, infection or
loss of blood.

Many non-target animalg are caught in

leghold traps.

TRUE. The leghold trap is non-
selective — it will snap shut on any
animal strong enough to activate the
spring mechanism. Non-target
animals, called “trash” by trappers, in-
clude eagles and other endangered
species, songbirds, dogs and cats. It
has been estimated that up to 70% of
the animals caught in traps each year
are non-target species.

Animals are a renewable natural

resource. As long as they are not an-

dangered species, there is nothing
wrong with raising or trapping them for
their fur.

TRUE and FALSE. It's true that
animals are renewable {so are people,
for that matter!) but that doesn’t make
it all right to harvest them like crops or
to subject them to cruelly. While it
was ONnce necessary to wear animal
skins for warmth, today's synthetic
materials make it easy to keep warm
and look fashionable without harming
animals. By contrast, there is no way
of obtaining furs that does not involve
animal pain and suffering.

People have worn furs for centuries.

There is nothing we ¢an do to reverse

this trend.

FALSE. There is a lot that each of us
can do 1o help stop the suffering:

e Don't buy or wear fur. The most
important thing you can do to show
your concern is to set an example
for others. If you wear a fake fur that
looks real, make sure to let people
know that it’s not.

e Wirite letters of protest to com-
panies and TV game shows that
offer furs as contest prizes. Ask
your local department stores 10
stop selling furs.

e Urge your national and state legis-
lators to support bills to ban the
leghold trap and other cruel trap-
ping devices.

e Write letters to the editor in
response to pro-fur articles and ad-
vertisements in newspapers and
magazines.

e |etpeople know about the pain and
suffering that represent by showing
them copies of this flyer.

For copies of the above fact sheet,
contact the ASPCA at 441 Fast 92nd
Street, New York, NY 10128 Further
literature and campaign materials are
available through WSPA | 29 Perkins
Street, P.O. Box 180, Boston, MA
02130, &
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DOES YOUR
- MOTHER HAVE
A FUR COAT?




Me and You and a Dog Named ...

A Volunteer Sponsor’s Reflections on Her Relationship With an Elderly Pet Owner

Mary Rohrer-Dann, MA
Dan Lago, Ph D

Introduction

Case studies represent an addition-
al, useful way to descnbe aspects of
palticular human-pet animal relztion-
ships. and 1o identify some of the im-
poltant ¢ ‘ferences among owners.
Case stuc.es are especially ap-
propnhate for intervention studies
(Zeglen. Brudvik, & Lee. 1984). Bul,
while newspaper feature writers have
portiayed innumerable cases over the
pasl seven years, surprsingly few
detailed cases have appeared in the
scienltifi¢ literature to gate.

This paper teports the case of an
older owner, her poodle. and 3
younger voluntear “sponsor” who
entered inta tha relationship five years
ago. as pant of the pet placement pro-
gram of a community group narmed
PACT (Peaple and Animals Coming
Toge:heri. The organizatton, inlerven-
Lon process, and quanbitative findings
are reponed elsewhere (Lago et al.
1982; 1983; 1984: 1385a; b; 1988).
We selected 1his owner because her
stofy was completed, and because of
her close relationship wilth the first
author. Her case r1epresents a suc-
cessful placement, and we felt it
should be reporied in 2 narrative man-

ner, ln the discussion sectian, we
summarize with several points drawn
from this qualitative analysis that
might guide future study.

Case Presentation

An intelligent, quick-witied woman
with a strong sense of identity and
independence, Virginia Becke/
{(Names and some identifying details
of persons in this repor have been
changed or omitted 16 protlect privacy)
was ninety when she became a Pact
chent. As a young woman, she {aught
school; tater she owned and operated
a small, successful shop. She enjoyed
the sutonomy of having her own busi-
nass and the traveling that her buying
tnps requited, and never marned. After
she (etired, she also helped care for
her relatives’ children while their
molhers worked. She was close ta
eighty before she owned her furst pet.

| became Virginia's Pact sponsar in
1983 when she contacted us to help
her find a new pet. Her dog had died
two weeks sarlier, and she found that
not only did she miss her pet consig-
erably, but, much to her surprise, she
wanted another one. She'd acquired
the previous dog when a friend
couldn’tcare for 1 she had never con-
sidered herselt a "dog person.” But the
small black poodle she called Pepper
had provided a quiet source of com-
panionship for ovar a decade. Now

Photograph courtesy of PAW
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that Pepper was gone, Viiginia found
she had gifficulty slesping at night.
Duting our first tew meetings, Vii-
ginia was not especially waim or talka-
tive. She certainly did not fit the
stereotype of the grandmotherly,
slightly dependent old woman | ex-
pected. Part of this teflected hei
natural reserve. but | 3lso suspect she
felh uncomfortable asking for help
from people she didn't know. Aithough
her fustPactplacement failegd {(primari-
ly because of behavior problems she
was unable to cope with), we trned a
few weeks later vuth Hobo, a small
black poodle whose ailing elderly
owner had iecently died. He had
learned to walk behind his owner so as
not to uip her, and this tratt was one of
the first thay Viiginig noticed and ap-
preciated. She continued 1o praise this
behaviorior the five years she hag him.

“My five-year relationship with
Virginia was very much
reciprocal.”

The placement was not without
difficulties, however. Hobo was not
completely housebroken, and con-
tinued to leave messes on her rugs
from time o time, even after Pact
animal workers came In and worked
with both ownar and dog to try 1o
correct the problem. In spite of this,
Hobo, now renamed Pepper, (Virginia
said she could not break the habit of
that name}, completely endeared him-
self. Quietly affecuonate, he curled
himself up in her lap whenever she sat
down. Although he weighed just ten
pounds. his presence gave her  reas-
suring sense of security. She liked the
fact that he barked whenever anyone
came (0 her door. His protectiveness
did have ils negative side, however,
which became mote evident during
the last two years of Virginia’s life as
she grew frailer. If a wisitor moved
quickly, especially in her direction,
Pepper was instantly alert and bark-
ing: occasionally, he snapped. Once
my daughter was able to walk, | had 1o
be careful that her quick movemenits
didn’t startle him, and | never left her
alone with him.

During the first three years of the
five that | knew her, Virginia had a fauly
extensive sacial newwork, especially
consideiing that her immediate family
and many of her [nends had Jong since
passed away. She playegd bridge
regularly, frequenitly hosting the
group. Much of her extended family

Continued on page 20
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Factors In Adults Attitudes Toward Pets

Alne H Kicddl, i
Robeart M ooda, AMA, A D

My parents ate dogs | don't eal
them, but | don't want ons lor 8 pet
Koy knds hka Tham, howaver, and will
proftably have pats aitar thay gicw up
and are on e own,” Igponed 3 mals
non pel-ownel ‘Contrainwise ”
reaponced a male pat-ownad, Tve al-
wayks had dogs and o wouldn'l be 8
P withoul o) ®

| don't want & pan. It might gen sick
and de | had lots of pets a5 a kid and
it bt 1o much o lose tham” ex-
plainad a lamala prasently a non pel-
awenor. Wall® woioned a female pet
owner We have four kids, two cais,
and two dogs Each child considers
ore of the animals hes o har spacal
pot. | do most of the carsiaking,
naduralky!®

Such comments diusirata Lne great
fanga o afitedes lound i ol recent
siudy of adulis sred Théw pels of 3ok of
pata Pr , vl had found & num-
ber ol studies hing with The elderly
and the manially or physically chal-
lenged and thei atlitudes loward pets,
bt lound wary [ew daaling wath the
attitudes towards pets ol adulls who
arg ongaged n productive work and
whio hawva no movd than the usual
gwaipge number of mental or physical
perokslems

We wanted 10 learn the etfects of
pilownorahip of non-owne:ship. of
san, of marital status, and of family
stiuciurgé on the average American
sduhs’ atfitudos toward pets. To
AfEhwe OUl QUBSTIONS, we [Java poil-
owil el nom pat-owmer inventory
guesinnares to adulis through day
Caig cantpre, schools . chirohas Sun
day Behools, Snghes groups. and spe-
canl inlerest groups. We receivad com
prlerbist pat-owned imeeniones from SS9
rriam ined 260 women and completed
nag patl-ownar mventones fiom 175
rran and 229 women. B0% of ths 500
adults who relurneéd The guestitin
naifes ware white (exciuding
Hmpanics), 9.7% wera black, §6%
wemla Asman. and 3,.8% were Hspande
A much highan parcentage ol whites
than ol tha athar thiee groups owned
g, possibly because more whites
ihan blacks Asians, or Hispanics |nved
in single-tamily noysag. Oul pat-
CriTiibis Avlladgedd about two pals perf
family, bud rwo-parent famibas and
white tamibis waie more kkely (0
hake fwo of more pels than one-paiant
familias, or than black, Asian. and
Higpanic lamilies.
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Our statisticsl snakysia of the inven-
tory respansaas showad that pet-
owners wore much moie altached fo
pais than wore non pel-owners,
Hawing o pat in 4 home S&ama 1o in-
CIBASE AN Ownel 5 aTtachmeant 1o 2 pet.
Actually, pol lovars probably become
pel-Oranie s B0 Then bacome STionghy
aimachad fo & pamculsr pei This &
pormsably the: Basl éxplanaion betause
wi lound that BR% of current pet-
owners, but only 86% of non pet-
ownars, had owned pets durirg their
childhood sndfol adolescence. Fur-
ther, /5% of the petl-owners presently
owned the aama Type of armal they
had loved while growing up. When
askid (o gea Bl thain ieasons lor g:.t-
ting & pet threa-fourths repored that
a lamily mambel had wanted a pel,
ond-third hald that a parteculae pet was
cute, ons-fouith indscated thay they
had wanieéd companionship for then
children, and one-lourh thooghl thal
pel ownaiahap would teach thar
childron responsibility. Only 6%
wianibed the snimal 1o showe on competi-
bion, and 3% bought the animal (o
brepding purposes

AMONG NonN DEl-0WNars, however,
A% had nover ownad 5 pet and Aine-
ianths ol thase were wery satisled
wilh banng non pot-owners! Hall ol
thoss Who ware Pevious pel-Ownais
iagrgtiod baing unabie (o hawe & pat
piagent, bul askad 1o give all of thar
rmasons why thay did ol currerntly
have pets. 50% sad they did nol want
tha reaponsibdity a1 present, I7T%
wolid ol permified o kesp poda in
thelr present lhang quarters, 33% said
thoy did not like animals, 79%
reporied personal or family sllsiges
18% sawl that other lamily mambers
disliked ammals, 7% stated thal Thaey
could not aftord a petl, and 7% had
recantly lost & pat and Tall o was 100
soon for a replacement. All those
reporting recent pst loss indicated a
temling that they Needad Mol ime 1o
FTRCEEE T

Adang with finding thal presant and
Pl ownrsiup are majpe fpctoes 0
aduft strachment 1o pets, a porson's
Hax and manta! states im0 p-l'-l:rﬂlﬂ [
e vy imporiant lactors. YWomen
Wile morg atachad [0 pals than wata
man, sngia adulls weare mole al
tachad than marmed adults, and sdults
wilhaut children were more attschisd
than adults with children, Bur ths mos!
attachod were singhe worman and tha
lsast aitached weare single man!

I fact that women in our culiure
are trained 19 care mona for altbars,

aspacially far thosa who need them,
may account fof theas diffeiences be-
feeen men and women, Too, women
aré morg aplt to be wmvoheed with peis
becausa most of the pal care devolies
on them Howaver, single adults may
well have (eaer obiects of affacion
and amenton Than maimed adulls, and
chikllaas adulls may have mone time
and pnetgy Lo mvesl in pEt care than
sdulis who miust also nurure chidren
andfon sged parants. Clearly, an adult's
atachment depands in par on the
nimie and anargy Available 1w the adull
a8 will as on the amount of care and
nuriuranca domanded by specific
ivpos ol peis

Although this study dentified some
ol the comples imamralated varables
whaeh ana smporiant influsnces i al
tifudea lormaton, further ressach s
neaded to clanly changss in the wimgos.
tant vanables as well a5 changes m »
person’s sttitedes az the indedual
matures lrom early adulhood 1o ol

age

D, Aline Edd s 2 Professor of
Pyyehoh ar Mills College o Cak
land, Califorma. Reverend Robern Kidd
serves as the Chaplain af the VA
Maeheat Conter i Martiner, Catforma
and s greatly invoived m research an
the human/cormparuon ameal Do in
comunchon with D Kidd

&

Praczepranh caurtesy of Pl
T



California’s Impressive Consumer Affairs Division

Pstricia Urena

Mankind’s association with the dog
began so long ago that it is among the
secrets of the ages. There are those
who believe that the dog as man’s
helper must be nearly as old 2
phenomenon as the friendship be-
tween man and dog, and may have
commenced concurrently. As for
guide dogs. we believe this kind of
service has been used commonly
thraugh the ages. The art of manyages
and cultures provides telling evidence:
Rembrandt depicted the blind Tobias
accompanied by his faithful dog; an
elderly blind man is iad by his dog in a
13th Century Chinese scioll painting;
and on the walls of Pompen, 2 blind
man and his dog are {eatured in a
beautifully preserved mural.

Whether their task ba leading a
blind person, or acting as waichers,
guards, or herders, dogs have been
integrated into the human story so
completely that often we are not con-
scious of their roles in our lives. We
tend to focus on the dog as a satisfying
companion providing unconditional
love and affection. But clearly. dogs
are partners as well 2s companions,
and our relationship to them is one of
the more gratfying chapilers in the
human/dog story.

While artistic depiclions have
celebrated the role of the dog as hel-
per to the blind man, our tecent history
has seen a marked change in the man-

ner in which this helping has oceurred.
Thus in the wake of World War |, with
its lernble 101l in deaths and casualties,
many veterans were isft blind What
has prewsously been an informal, ad
hoc arrangement with widely varying
offectiveness and results has gradual-
ly evolved into a formalized and
sophisticated process. This refine-
ment has continued for decades. It has
resulted in a highly professional,
painstaking approach to animal train-
ing in the licensed occupation, guide
dog instructot, and in the licensed in-
stitutions themselves, the guide dog
schools. There is certzinly an en-
hanced degree of reliability for the
blind person/guide dog 1eams trained
in our guide dog schools (this may hold
true for schools in other pars of the
country, bul that area is outside the
wriler's expenise). It may be stated
with certainty that guide dog training
and use have flourished in a %alifornia
system where the industry has been
regulated through an occupational/in-
stitvtional licensing process which
has emphasized minimum standards,
responsible treatment of the guide
dogs, and participatasy interaction be-
tween the providers of the dogs and
the blind people who are the clientele.

The formalized approach ex-
emplified in the guide dog “school”
system has certain benefits which
have nol been ignored by those con-
cerned with other groups of the dis-
abled. Such persons, wishing 10 pro-

Photograph couresy of Purdy Women's Comrection Canter
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vide tha disabled with increasing inde-
pendence, have come forward and ap-
plied their talents and energy to other
endeavors featuring man's best friend.
Here in California, we have witnessed
the remarkable development of the
seivicea dog concept, wherein the
needs of the orthopedically disabled
ate interfaced with specially prepared
dogs who are trained to provide
specific kinds of assistance, perform-
ing such tasks as retrieving dropped
nems or pulling » wheelchair. But
while service dog training organiza-
tions have observed the guide dog
model and profited from such obser-
vations, this program has flourished by
finding its own way and developing its
own unique approaches and solutions.

“... training of the dogs and the
blind was nonexistent too
often ...”

Signal dogs for the deaf has
developed along two major lines in
California. The firstis incorporatedinto
the service dog training model, includ-
ing specialized breeding. The second
combines filling the needs of deaf and
hard ot heanng person, and at the
same time rescuing animals from shel-
ters where the dogs’ futures are less
than secure. Both models work, and
ceitainly both enjoy a high degree of
praise {iom the peisons they serve
{and our observations make it cleai the
aogs are happy too).

Guide dog usage, of course, is the
most well-developed of the three
kinds of helping dogs considered here.
The first guide dog schools appeared
early in this Century and by the 30's
and 40’s California had a number of
organizations claiming to provide
guide dogs. By the mid-1940's. some
20 groups were claiming 10 be guide
dog “schools” with widsly differing
results: while one of the most
respected guide dog schools had es-
tablished itself in the Stale, elsewhere
totally unqualified scoundrels were ad-
vertising themselves as guide dog
rrainers. In one Instance, a "snake
charmer” from a traveling carnival
opened a guide dog school. The
results were predictable: training of
the dogs and the blind was nonex-
istent 100 often; dogs were shipped
without any preparation; bhing people
were brought to “dormitories” only (o
sit around for days waiting for a gude
dog. Those in the field have long been
awaie that no charity excites more
sympathy than guide dogs, combining
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as itdoes the stereotypes of blindness
and dogs, Thus, the motives of some
seemed more concerned with dona-
tions than delivery of services.

Out of this plethora of failed
promises a coalition of interested
people emerged: blind individuals. in-
cluding one remarkable young blind
mother whose sad experiences trying
to get a guide dog only hardened her
resolve to clean up the field; organiza-
tions of the blind, who understood the
problem all too well; the media, and in
particular, one small newspaper with
the will to crusade; and a group of
enlightened legislators who saw a way
to solve the problems. In 1948, as a
result of the efforts of this coalition,
the State Board of Guide Dogs for the
Blind began operations with a clear
mission: to develop standards for
guide dog schools and guide dog in-
structors which would guarantes ef-
fective training and insure that funds
raised for guide dog schools would
actually support training.

”... clearly, dogs are partners
as well as companions ...”

The Guide Dog Board was placed in
what is now called the Department of
Consumer Affairs, where it remains
today. The Board is one of 3B boards
and bureaus regulating various oc-
cupations and professions, from medi-
cal doctors to barbers. This seven
member Board {one is permanent. six
are gubernatorial appointments. two
rmust be guide dog users, and none can
be associated with the licensed guide
dog schools) operated with a modest
budgetand a pan-time staff. The Board
itself is involved in its functions, and
Board members themselves par-
ticipate in the examination of can-
didates for the instructor’s license and
inspections of the licensed facilities.
The Board offers consultation, referral,
and some mediation services for
problems in access to public places
for guide dog users and others.

in 1987, the California Senate’s
Committee on the Rights of the Dis-
abled held interim hearings on
problems in the use of guide dogs,
signal dogs and sarvice dogs, and con-
¢luded that sufficient problems ex-
istad to warrant an inGepth survey of
issues involving guide, signal and ser-
vice dog usage. As a result in 1888,
the Legislature mandated the Guide
Dog Board to undertake such as study.,
including such aspects as the
feasibility of expanding the Board to
include licansing providers of signal
and service dogs, and improving the
access of guide, signaland service dog

The Latharmn Lenter, Winter 1989/30

users to places of public accommoda-
tion.

“... we have witnessed the
remarkable development of
the service dog concept...”

The Guide Dog Board commenced
the public hearing phase of its study in
January, 1983, and will complete it in
January, 1990. Following this task of
developing, its repon will commence;
the report must be delivered 10 the
legislature by June 30, 1990.

The public comment phase of the
studyhas mads it clear there is general
support for licensing providers of ser-
vice and signal dogs, but not all are in
total agreement on the efficacy of
licensing. At this time there does not
seem to be abuse in practice or
fundraising such as that which
resulted in the creation of the Guide
Dog Board. However, proponents of
licensing assert that there is a need to
assure competence and reliability
which a licensing program could pro-
vide.

More general agreement seems 1o
have been reached about a second
issve: accessibility to places of public
accommodation, There have been
strong assertions from public transit
companies and their employee unions
about the need to provide a quick, reli-
able method of identifying those in-
dividuals with dogs entitled to ride
buses. Sadly, too often guide, signal
and service dog users are denied ac-
cess to numeious places of public ac-
commodation, including local bus sys-
tems, food service establishments of
all kinds, and many other places to
which the public is commonly invited.
One wviable alternative would be to

have a statewide identification system .

to eliminate, or at least minimize, the
problems guide, signal and service
dog users have in gaining access 1o
places of public accommodation.

Guide, signal and service dogs pro-
vide significant, and sometimes cru-
cial, services to their respective users,
Encouraging these wonderful special
relationships has been incorporated
into the laws of the State of Califernia,
and other states, through provisions
providing guide, signal and service
dogs to accompany their usars into all
places of public use as a matter of
public policy.

Mrs. Patricia Urena is a Staff Assis-
tant for the California State Board of
Gurde Dogs for the Biind. &

California Course on
Companion Animal
Bereavement Provides
“Hands-on” Opportunity

[t's well known that there is a real
and growing need for professional,
responsible, and sensitive interven-
tion at the time of pet loss and death
with the subsequent grief and
bereavement. The legitimacy and
severity of grief related 1o pet loss has
been increasingly desciibed in both
the literature {professional and lay) and
at conferences. What isn't available is
access to learning tointervene in ways
that are responsible, professional and
sensitive.

Or. Cecelia Soares and Dr. Betty
Carmack, BN offer a Certification
Course on Grief and Bersavement with
particular emphasis on that loss
specific to pet death. In addition 1o a
theoretical overview related 1o grief
and bereavement, special attention
will be given to that grief which is
directly related 1o the loss of com-
panion animals. In conjunction with
this theoretical perspective, the
course will provide multiple experien-
tial learning opportunities so the par-
ticipants will gain “hands-on” skilis in
knowing how to intervene with pet
owners. both during the anticipatory
period as well as after death. Another
focus will be on stress management
skills for those care givers who are
involved in working with pet owners.
Because the dying/grieving process is
continually demanding and emotional.
categivers must know how Lo rmanage
theirown stress related to this role and
learn ways of caring for themselves.

The twenty four hour course is ap-
propriate for staffs of veterinary hospi-
tals, veterinarians, volunteers,
humane educators, staffs of humane
societies, as well as those persons
who seek to grow in therr confidence
and ability to intervene in this par-
ticularly challenging situation.

Given under the auspices of View-
point Consultation and Seminars, the
course willbe offered inWalnut Creek,
California over two weekends, Satur-
day and Sunday March 3 — 4, and
Sunday, March 18. Charge for the
course is $200 with a $10 discount for
registration prior to February 15th.
Full-time students or interns with
proof of studentf/intern status may
receive a 25% reduced course fee. A
Certificate of Completion, suitable for
framing, is awarded upon suceessiul
completion of the course. For details,
call Dr. Soares at (415} 932-0607 or Dr.
Carmack at {415} 33450236, &
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Therapy Programs

Proliferate

Armost pleasantly satisfying element
for Latharn's staff, often occurs at the
lime of our daily posial delivery. Forso
frequently, those delivernies, bring the
repornts of various public service agen-
cies whose endeavors include suc-
cessful human/companion animal
bond programs. Having worked for so
many years "selling" the bepeficial
aspects of HICAB, ir s particularly
graufying to know thar that dedication
has born frut.

One such report was recently
recejved from the venerable (estab-
lished in 1880) and progressive San
Diego Humsne Society and S P C.A
We sre pleased to share it The
Lathamlener's readers as follows,

P-AT Visits Bring
Love

Since 1971, the San Diego Humane
Society and S.P.C.A. has provided (iee
pet-assisted therapy visils to con-
valescent homes, psychiatric and
veterans’ hospitals, Alzheimer and
child abuse centers and other
rehabilitation facilities throughout San
Diego County. Sharing love and affec-
tuon with recovering patients and resi-
dents who need a little lift. the
Society's Pev-Assisted Therapy ('P-AT
aPet) animals make two visits per day,
Monday through Friday. During the
'88-'89 fiscal year alone, the Society’s
P-AT animals visited 9,805 people in
357 visits. As of November 1989, the
program increaséd its number of visits
by 64% over these impressive figures.
The program includes rabbits, guinea
pigs, 1a1s, a chinchilla, a chicken, and
of course, puppies an kittens,

Specially chosen by the Society's
staff for this imporiant work, thess
animals enjoy receiving lots and lots of
attenoon from many different people
in a variety of environments

The puppies angd kittens who are
included in the program’s wvisils ale
those who are temporarily at the
Society’s shelter waiting of adopuon.
To prevenl over Urng any particular
animal. they are rotaled on visits,

In May 1988, the P-AT program was
converted 10 an all-volunteer effort.
Presently. there are over 50 dedicated
volunteers who come to the shelter,
prepara the animals for wisits, and take
them to their scheduled facility in one
of the Society's specially equipped
vans. For the comfort and safety of its
accdpanss the van 1s air-conditoned
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and the flooi rubber-matted to prevent
1he animals” raveling cages from slid-
ing aboul. Jsually, 1wo or three volun-
teers work tegether on each visit. And.
all wisits arescheduled by the Society’s
stalf volunteer coordinator, who pe¢-
sonally trains every P-AY volunteer.
The volunieers are always amply com-
pensated lor their visitations by wel-
coming smies and bright eyes.

Residents, who were sitting ex-
pressionless come alive. Eyes twinkle,
and somelimes, there are tears.
They're 16ars of joy, or even of sad-
ness, for the memory of beloved pet.
Everyone’s cunosity is sparked by the
variety of pets who visit. The patients
or residents meet the animals and
volunteers in an activily 1oom of area.
Aher which. the volunteers take the
pets from room to room to visit with
each person individually. They can pet
or hold the animals: occasionally, they
just want to look at them.

“Eyes twinkle and sometimes,
there are tears.”

The Humane Society’'s staff and
volunteers realize that pets are jea)
ice-breakers. The animal’s presence
encourages patients and residents
alike, to talk with volunteers and each
other; they smile and laugh as they do.
Most of those visited at some time or
anothet, has had a companion animal
1hat was a very important part of his or
her life. Ang cenainly, the need to hug
and express affection for another
living being never disappears, no mat-
ter how elderly or infirm one becomes.

Typical among the rewarding com-
ments raporied by the Society’s volun-
teers are these:

*One lady wouldn’t acknowledge
our presence — but after we put a
kiteen in het lap, she quietly started
pettng it. Soon, both were sound as-
leep.

"Our puppy 1eminded 3 man of his
dog 1that he was obliged to give up
when he maved nto a nursing home.
He held the puppy. and with tears a
his eyes, thanked us for coming.*

"A patient was reluctant 1o hold our
kitten, but when 1t licked her cheek,
she was overwhelmed.

She dida't waat the kitten 1o leave."

The San Diego Society began its
P-AT program to help people in the
communities it serves and also ta rein-
force the benefits of human-animal in-
1eraction. Since its inception, the P-AY
program cominues to satisfy both of
these abjectives. For most (acilivies,
visits are now scheduled for an entire
year in advance. Recreational
therapist, nurses and doclors 1ecog-
nize the Society’s visits as a materia)

benelit to thew patients’” well being
ang recovery.

Phil Arkow’s excellent booklet
‘How to Stari A 'Pet Therapy’ Program
- A Guidebook for Health Care Profes-
sionsls® 1s available from The Latharn
Foundation, to all who request 1.
Plasse enclose 75 cents in stamps (o
cover the cost of mailing. &

Dog, Cat Ownership
Show Steady Growth

The number of dogs and cats
owned by American pet lovers con-
tinved to grow in the last year, with
cats maintaining their lead over dogs.

The new figutes, from an annual
survey by the Pe1food Institute, show
that 52 percent of all households own
atleast one cat or dog. Qur 92.5 miilion
households now account far 57.9 mii-
lion pet cats and 50.5 millian dogs. (n
each case, the figures are up ap-
proximately one half million irom
1988.

One interesting aspect of the new
study: despite the old adage about
mixing ¢ats and dogs, approximately
14 percent of U.S. households did just
tha1, owned at least one of each type
of pe1. Those families mixing cats and
dogs are about one third of all pet
owners,

Cat ownership continued to in-
crease among peisons fiving alone,
whether male or female. Twenty three
percent of singles now own a cat, and
17 percent a dog. Dog ownership
remained stcongest among families
with children; 47 percent of families
with children aged 6 - 12 had at least
one pet gogq, while 35 percent of
families with ¢hildren in the same age
bracket had one or mare cats.
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Rights of the Child

continved from page 5

law and be cited in the courls by
judges and attorneys. If enodugh
countries ratity the Convention, it wili
become a guide 10 interpreting law
even in those countries that do not
ratily it.

Second, the Convention cieates a
permanent international forum that
wili force a protracted discussion on
the rights of the child. A monitoring
system written Inio the Convention
piovides for the appointment of a
committee of ten experts, to be
elected by \he ratifying countries. This
committee will review the obligatory
progress reports from ratifying nations
on their campliance with the Conven-
tion. To help with this review, the
oginions of specialized organizations
may be sought. The committee will
report to the U.N. General Assembly
on countries’ compliance and make
recommendations for improving per-
formance and obtaming assistance
This information may be relayed to
UNICEF, other U.N. agencies or donot
countries, with a view to promoting
iInteinational cooperation in the
rosolution of ackanowledged
problems.

Third, the Convention becomes a
vehicle Tor mobilization. The Conven-
t/on will be used lor teaching children
about their own rights and about the
nights of childien in other lands; it will
be used by grassroots organizations to
demand justice for children; and it will
unite people everywhere, mobilizing
them for action in a worldwide move-
ment Tor the nghts of the child.

The Need far Public Support

The U.N. Conventon on the Rights
o/ the Child promises to be a mile-
stone in a global strategy 2xmed at
changing our attitudes towards the
needs of children. The thrust of this
document I1s 10 move away from the
old, paternalistic attitude that blames
the children of the poor as the creators
ol their own siuation, toward an ap-
proach which recognizes the basike
needs of every child as fundamental
human nights, nghts recognized under
international law,

The Convannon in itself will solve
nolhing. It is, howsver, 3 tool that can
be etfectively used by parents, mem-
bars of the exiended faauly, chuld ser-
vice professionals and advocates on
behalfof the child who has suffered an
injustice, Its merit kes in the fact that
the standards it contains are common
lo every culture, society and 1deology
that make up the nations of the world.
I any govesnment says that thése
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standards ace 100 high, it runs the risk
of abandoning its legitimacy to tule.

Human rights law is made to be in
the service of the public, and a resiric-
tion on the license af governments, It
follows, therefore that the strength of
the Convention will lie in the suppoir
it has among ordinary people.

Defense for Children Internationsl-
USA (DCI-USA) is developing 8 coali-
gon of indwviduals, non-governmental
orgamzatrions, the religious com-
munity and professional associahons
10 work toward educsling the public
about the Convention and pushing the
U.S. government to raufy it. Any in-
dividua! or organization interested in
joining the coslition should write DCI-
USA, 210 Forsyth Street New York, NY
10002. DCIUSA has published an in-
formeative 56-page book on the Con-
vention, (n the Child’s Best Interest: A
Primer oo the U.N. Convention on the
Rights of 1he Child. /r 15 svarlable for
$5.95, plus $1.75 for postage and han-
dling. from the DCI-USA office.

Note: The book mentioned above is
8 comprehensive review of the Con-
vention. It contsins the dralft of the Con-
vention as well as highlights with il
lustrstions drawn by children in many
couniries of the world. it certainly ex-
plains the aspects of the draft itself as
well as providing statistics on conds-
rons thar have made & statement of
rights for children necessary.

&

The Anti-Cruelty
Society Dispels
Spay/Neuter Myths

Recently we recaved an informations!
pécketl prepsred by The Anu-Cruelty
Society. To be disurbuted by verious out-
Jets, this packet contains clesrly sialed cor-
rections to many misconceptions ebout the
ellects of spaying/neuvlering, some of
which are reprinted below For further in-
lorrnation on this packet and also aboul
their new low cost spey/neuter progrsm,
flease conisct The Anti-Cruelty Society at
157 Wesr Grand Avenue, Chicago, IL
£0610.

Spaying or neutenng does not make
a pet fat and lazy. Proper amounts of
commercial paet food and adequate ox-
ercise will keep your spayed or
neutered pet healthy. Improper det
and lack of exercise will make ammals
fat and lazy; sterilization will not.

Spaying or neutering does not af-
fect your pet's personality, spint, or
temperament.

A female need not have one lilter
before she is spayed. In fact the health
risks rise diamatically as unspayed
females grow older.

Even if homes are found for all of
your animal’s litter, not spaying your
animal will intensify competition for
homes. Ten ammals compete for
every home. As for those animals
placed. many peopie would be dis-
tressed 1o find how few of them (less
than 50%o} are still in those homes 5
yeal later.

Books, films and classes arg avail-
able 1o teach your children about birth,
Breeding your animal for the sole
reason of teaching your childien about
birth is irrgsponsible, and that 1s what
you are really 1eaching your children.

Sterilizing your pet (s not prohibi-
tively expensive. Spaying and neuler-
ing is a one-time-charge only, done
once in an animal’s lifeume Also be-
Cause spaying of nedternng one’s pel
can dramatically reduce 11s chances of
developing tumors orcancers, one can
actually save money through the
operation, since freavng diseases Is
very expensive. The cost o care for
unwanted lhtters 1s also retlected in
your 1ax dollass.

Allowing your pel (0 have litters
does not plovide humane societies
with 2 way 10 make money. Humane
societies don’t make maney from
adoptions. The cosl 10 care for an
animal priorto its adoption far exceeds
the low cost that the adopler actually
pays forit. Unwanted litiers are a finan-
cial burden for shelters, not a source
of fund-raising. &
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A Productive Alterna-
tive to the Throw-
Away Philosophy

Fow Amencans will fake issue weil
e Facl ihat oud 80CHely has 100 Mgy
unhanoy eddeny people - 100 Mmany
necrdovest cramangll = fod many o
waned cais and dogs

Thavgh there i # grest disparity of
opirugn ameng those who expros
salinnans fo these challenges, socien's
BEpESEAT answEr 3 somple” for phe
siplus eldedy peopls, warshouze
them in rest (7] homes and forgel
them, for recidivisl chmingls, ancar
CErae thavn and “throw sway the key, ™
and for the overpopulstion of per
anumals, sy &g euthanire
them, Right? - Wrong! Beceuse,
WS we cROOsE 10 FeCOgmEe it oF
nol, mueh of our sociely's present and
fusture happness and welfare depends
an & mare humane and practical
resalution to these challenges.
makes Gl diferance whether cor-
rechivie action = molivated by saifigh
ness or & gneare cancem for others,
e need i agually imperatrea.

A wonderfully innovative achivity
SAICIG I 4 amer SaAteneY
[ fed 8 8 waman pimumrw
in the State of Washingtaon There,
Benalhicia progirim Complermens .m-
It of the plyscally cHlizev 85
waoll a3 ihat of the olderly. In adoliion
o providing 2 bass lo expedite the
refatulitation of inmaras, it opens wiel-
come homes for homplass dogs. And,
ir has greaaty enbunced the public
image of the pamicipating hurmane or-
gamration senang the public by
Saving rrdeeiry and 1nes.

A major Latham Foundation service
i, oy pubincite and promote regdcation
of worthwhile humane sctivities
through the aproduclion of
liimed'wgeomped documentanes.
Wasfungron Siate’s recently impie-
gl antitied Prison Pet
Parnst p-m-nd’rd #n opportunily
mmﬂur’:m:rrr;atmm‘uﬂnnufmpw
fant prablems, Accordingly, a
documeaniary was produced snd

musdle seavalie fof viewing

by ndwduels and orpangstions -

m.'ﬂd We s pawfied by the fact

thar afrer learning of the program,

siveral progresane penal instifutiong

have organizad and implemented
Simular programs.

Follcrening i the solf gaplanstory lat
ler and program oulfine. recelvad
from Sergeanr Stephen Graciey of
(tiaghoma's progrissive Lexington A b
A Camer
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Dear Mr. Tabaul
Thank you for sanding the VHS tape
frison Pl Parinership. We have
lzarnad several things liom walching
in
We ame interested in the human-
animal bond, and what i can do tor the
Sene Ciigens and dsabled n ow
srale
The inmatas in this matitution will
aiso ba allected by the human-animal
bond, Dur program will hetlp them as
wel Enclosied s ihe Progism Descnp-
tion lor Frisrds of Folis,
am 5 gowng well We ars
in tha process of budding a kennal for
the dogs Wa are anxiously whaiting for
them 1o ba completad, and lor the
Haming pragram 1o sten, Tha goal we
have sal lof the raining classes to
Mi":: thas first weeek in Januany
;rn i ex-

pace-saling
pecied to be the Depanment of Cor-
rections program of the nineles.
Sincaraly,
Sgt. Srephen Bradley
Laxington Assessment - Recepnion
Conisr

Lexington, Chlahoma

Friends For Folks

“Man's Bost Friend Wants
To Make You Happy”~

Frwonds lod Folks i3 B progia= 7
which the lamatas at the Laxington
Corractional Center, an Umiy 3,
Programs Unil. will be involved, This
program will make a lasting impres-

Shon o e mﬁ. the mhm
ihe Deparmment of Comections, and
the Siate of Oklshoma. Tha Frisnds tor
Foiks program has four main pur-
posas: the lirst pur is 10 give the
irimates a “inend” that could care less
aboul thell pasi, how much time they
dfa doing, the crime 1they ae ncan-
cergted fol, of thetr sax or race. Duri
iha time tha inmata will have this
“Frired” it may ¢ thair gutlook on
life ard thay way da their time
Tha Friends for Folks program will cre-
até (e oppoilenily tor & huiman snimal
bond that will grow as each inmate
develops a canng anidude, and 8n ovar-
all batter sell imaga as & reault ol
having bean irwolved in the program.
Tha program will also help inmatas (o
dévelop a paaitive caning attitude and
lealing towshd athai peaple.

As a coiractional officar, ane of the
banafits | fecl the institution will
fram the wats as a result of tha pro-
giam, 5 a modified behewior. Pals in &

n environment tend 1o lower Tha
nmales’ tensson problams. Ammals
Promote coOparalion among inmales
and offers swang incentives lor

responsible bahavior, Research indv
fates the human animal bond s alfec-
fiver in halpd focus dutside
Ihamselves. becomeas inoie
responsibles, communicalicn -
creases. #nd hostlry decreaseas. This
opens the foe ration and
pehavior ication from the in-
matas to the stalf. This s tha first
purposs of Friands lor Foliks It may
wall be that bocsusa of this program
ihe mmates wall have 81 least one
mamcry from the Deparmmant of Cor-
eEtns 10 ook Back on Laal in hila

The sacond purpose of the Frlends
lor Folks progeam, is to gve the o
mates & chanc \o pul somethmg back
mln Iha g by doing a publec

that the inmates
rn:m mlf'h-l mm Alftes thair train-
ing is compiated ey will be given to
the publc free al charge as com.
pann animals for Semaor Citizens. Wa
areworking with vanous Sensod Citizen
ruups wilhin the Stale of Oklshoma
hese groups oa very escited about
these companion animals and whal
the pers can do for their clients. Thay
Bgrea 1hat a pat can indead increasa a
Soniar Citizen’s desire 1o live by help-
ing to cope with their lonaliness and
ihd nig&d 1o show alfection A ramod
and caring snimal wall give tham a com-
panion to help 1l the voud keh by tha
ml.:ml a loved one. This naw “Trend”™
& a companan 1o be patled and
rarrnp-rpd and will provide company
the Senior Citizen, and yes, this will
hava he sama aliact on 1ha now
owrer &5 1he inmate that rained the
Erimal. This mew “liend” will halp
keap tha Samor Citizen’s blood pres.
Sufe dawn by halping them to ralaw @0
trmes ol deep deprassion, and Il tha
piegram helps maka jusi one Senlor
Citizon's ife a bmle Dather, than i will
bé warih 2l of cuil e and offor.

It is my belial thal the Senior
Citeran's of Oklahoma made this state.
T #re tha hackbane of Hundaton
of Oklahoma, and thay have woried
hard afl of thei Inves o build whal wa
u mhhu.rmtns argay today. h would

faat crime 1o forget about them

r nesds during (he Lest yesrs of

thmr Ives. We e datermminad 1o futhil

one of (hass needs through Frends (o
Folks,

The third purpose of Friends for
Folks @ 1o tran for the deaf and
hearsng Fmpaked “frvancds” wall ba

constantl companions for these
paople, They wil kel thar master know
whan someona knacks on their door
of rings the doorbed. I an slarm clock,
smoke alasm, telaphones, of any athor
sound out of the ordinary occurs, they
waill lat thsrn kngw sbout it The basury
of 1t 5 that many Senior Citizens nead
Contmued o0 mest page
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Friends For Folks
continued from pagell?

companions that can perform thesse
rasks, thus serving a dual purpase.
The lourth purpose of Friends lor
Folks is that the inmates will be given
the tramming neédéd o proparly care
fior and train thase friends. An inmate
will ba given & dog which will be their
responsibility; to see that they are fad,
groomed and kenneled properly. The
inmatas will learn how and whan to
give vaccinations, how [0 administer
the propar brestmenis for parasites
such as worms or fless, and laarm 1o
l'll-l: nize the signs of diseases or
Ith. They will also learn how
lu mrreﬂ thesa symptoms, and if not
corrected, what can happen o the dog
if lgft untreated. They will recene in-
strucions on the propel way 1o fead
their dogs. It is hoped that evenyihing
tha mrmates learn through this pro-
gram will halp them with their own
pots when they leave and alsa give
tham a vocation they can praclice
whian relurnsd {0 society.

Fers in & prison environment
tend fo fower the inmates”
rension probfems.”

The dogs the inmatas will ba train-
will ba friendly, i 50~
mwil'r oranbad, and mﬂnﬂ'l
reatest desire is 1o pease his masted.
na 5 taught good mannars
thicugh mmg, P:lﬂ pleasura in lrving
incroases. He B given a groater oppor-
Turity 1o be with and sarve his masier,
The dog will have a great fealing of
confidance in himsell and his masier,
Evary minute the inmate spands tran-
I“ﬂ his dog will Bo repaid to them and
walll Qv Tha b ol Dklahoma hours
ol enjoymant. The time they spend
with thair new “Trends” will create s
bond botwsen the two of them that
cannol b bicken, Onow & dog under-
stands whal s expoectad of him, hawal
ba happy 10 g Dack To his masied
and otheis tus unending loyalty and
Trusd
As wo begin this new program that
is named “Frionds for Folks "™ our
malio thal we will use and praciice n
gvary aapeci ol our raning & “kMan's
Beat Friond Wants 1o Make You
Happy.” F-3

We can’t halp bur wonder why
more arpganidsiions don'l idke #g-
vilnmge of such # wonderful sennce
opporturety, How about poLr orpursls.
wvon? We'll be pleased fo send &
IOl e IoF FOur COMNSRTraRon,

Hugh H. Tabault
he Latham Latter, Winter 1989/90

CAPE
continued o page |

recruit perhaps iher most imporiant
allies.

The best of current anwvironmental
rasteralion and rasouice programs
will be futile untess future generations
appreciate thelr importance and See
them through. To ensure the presena-
tion of a healthy global emaronmant,
consenvation education must begin
with children, and it must be & unified
intermational effort.

The Childran's Alliance for Protec-
von of the Environment (CAPE} s &
nonprofit arganization farmed to meat
this nead through the sponsorship of
consarvation action plograms for
children around the world. By making
children allies mn a
movement, CAPE will teach them
about the interdependence of the
world's diverse natural systems and
tha interdependenca of s peopla.
They will lzarn 1o view themseives as
weorld citizens with common inlares:s
that transcend political or raphic
boundanes and cultural BncEsS.

CAPE seeks 1o instill in children 2
respect for the natural word; an un-
derstanding of thrests o our planet’s
gir, land, and water resources; a feslh
irg of rezponsibility for the presena-
tion of environmental health, salety.
and besury; and confidence in ther
mHm.- ta tullill thes responsthifity,

In 1888, Ingnd Kavanagh, honorary
consul to Costa Rica from Austin
Texas, proposed a beach cleanup
sgreament betseen & Taxss school
enrplled in the stale’s Adopi-A-Beach
Program and the schoolchidien of
Costa Rica. Her hope was 1o make 2
contribution 1o the advancemeant of in-
ternational cooperation in combatiing
manne debrs snd beach Biied in the
widat Canbbean region. She dd not
realipe she was about 1o ignite & chain
raaction that would lead 10 the barth ol
CAPE, the Childrean's Alliance for

Fm-tu:tﬂn of the Emdronment.
Minisips hAadrgal
H-mn Costa Rican Minmstry of

Matural Hﬂ'.'i-ﬂlul'l:ll-. and CAMATUR the
country s prvate chamber of toursm,
veoin quick (o realire the environmean-
tal and aconomet benafits of & basch
clsanup piogram and m'mduml:,‘_- an-
dorsed the children™s compact

pnthusissm was axceoded anly by the
enthusiaam of the Costa Aican

childien the
When the fust joint cleanup with
Taxas was hald in Apel of 1988, 2,000

Costa Rican schoolchildien — as-
smted by teschers, parents, and

municipal workers — cleaned trash
from besches &t four locations on the
country's Atlantic and Pacilie coasia
By the loliowing September, the pro-
gram meluded soven communits,
and 5000 children ook part o the
counlry's second besch cleanup,
which coingided with & uu
cleanup in Tewss, Lousana,
Mmmpr and Florida

“CAPE seaks to msﬂﬂm
children a respect for the
natural world ..~

First Lady Margarita Panon de Arias
formad a national claanup commis-
sion 1o extend the effon 1o cibes and
parks. and on Apeil 1, 1989 — declsred
National Beach Cleanup Day by Pres:-
dent Oscar Anas — 7,000 young Costa
Ricans swarmed the beaches and
parks of 15 coastal communities Ths
tima the Costa Rican children had not
only voluntasrs in the Uniled Siales a3
thair parinaérs, but 1,200 schoal-
children in Puerto Cores, Honduras
Witnessing the success of the Costa
Hican program, the Honduran Mmestry
of Culture and Toursm and the naton-
&l chambed of toursm had appoealed 1o
Ingnd h for help in inaugurat-
ing & baach cleanup program in their
Ccouniry.

It was thes a thal promplad
his. 1o fownd CAPE, buikding
on ideas had developed tewehae
rearﬁ earlier as a student in the

leiches Sehool of Law and Diplomacy
at Tufts University. In CAPE she saw
the maans 1o make a practhical reality
of her early vision of children as
leaders m emaronmental diplomacy
Just as children had carned the beach
cleanup campaign from couniry (o
country, so they would sere a5 am
basaasdors for other consenanon
Causes,

CAPE was incosporated i March ol
1888, making the children's beach
cleanup m Honduras s fiest offcial

oject. Aleady Panama, Belipe, the
lslands, Trnidad and Tobago,
Jamaica, Barbados, and Guatemala
have shown inlérest in organifing
beach cleanup programs. Several of
ihese countres, as well as Costa Hica
ond Honduras, are also sager 1o of-
ganige children’s Hes-planting
piojects 1o heghlen awareness of the
nead for rainforest protection

The rapid spread of the beach
Cloanup campaign snd its immddialo
endorsement by the highast levels of
governmant caught tha attention of
the United Nations Enwirgnment
Programma. UNEP & now working in
partnershup with CAPE to promate the
children's consorvation movemant
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worlgwide, The Center for Environ-
mentat Management at Tuft's Univet-
sity. the Costa Rican government, and
CANATUR — among CAPE’s earhest
and sirongest advocates — have al-
ready begun to help extend CAPE
orograms throughout the Wesiern
Hemisphere.

Initial Gosls

e Expansion of the beach cleanup
campalgn throughout the widet
Carnibbean region.

s Sponsorship of cooperative uvee-
planting programs for children (o
raise the awareness of the global
importance of rainforests.

e Establishment of a model (eseaich
station in Costa Rica as a base for
field study by children and college
students (n the country's diverse
natural laboratories.

e Promouon of ¢hildien’s community
cleanup. beautification, and recy-
cling projects and nature $Study
programs.

s Sponsorship of an Inlernational
Beach Appreciation Day in 1990 to
accelerate progress against ocean
ang shoreline pollution worlgwide.

For further informanon, contact
CAPE a1: 8117 Greenwich Meridian,
Ausun, TX 78759

¥

We’'re Here To
Serve You!

A1l the time of Latham's 1918 or-
ganization, its founders, brother and
sister, Milion and EgGith Latham. en-
dowed it with the long but succinct
name; THE LATHAM FOUNDATION
FOR THE PROMOTION OF HUMANE
CDUCATION. That name gave the
foundation a title as well as its opera-
lional direction. For many years the
foundation engaged in pioviding
various humane educational services
in the San Francisco Bay Area. These
included school lecturers, poster and
6ssay conlesis, publications, 1adio
and television programing. When,
through experience, it was tound that
numane educational matetiais wele
mainly nonexistent, Latham deter-
mined 10 become their producer and
supplier.

Among the educational services
available are classroom films ang
videotapes, \elevision programing.
The Latham Lener, selecled studies on
the Human/Companion Animal Bong,
{available by computer/modem
Nelephone line or as repants) and its
book “The foving Bond..Companion
Animals in the Helping Professions".

In concert with our desice to (ill a
need. we are deeply gratiflied by the
following comments, which appearad
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in the New York Humane Assoc-
iation’s Summer 1989 newsletter.

Hugh H. Tebault

Council on Pet Assisted
Therapy Sponsors Booth
at 5th Annual Interna-
tional Cat Show

The fifth annual Internatuonal Cal
Show, the most psesngious feline
evenl of the year, was held at New
York City's Madison Square Garden in
early March. ...

A majoe hughlight of the Show was
the information booth sponsored by
the Council on Pet Assisted Therapy
(PAT), a state-wide coaliuon of or-
ganizations working to promote the
development of high-quality pet as-
sisted therapy programs sh nuising
homes and other types of health care
facilities,

Guesl speakers at the Council's in-
formation booth included several
people with extensive experience in
the {field of pe! assisted therapy, such
3s Louise Litke {Love Unlimited), Sue
Sternberg (ASPCA), Debra Feliziani
(Bide A Wee Home). Annabell Wash-
burn {PAWS), ano Richard Brodie
(PAT).

Many attending the Council on Pet
Assisted Therapy presentatons ex-
pressed eagerness to become In-
volved wilth pel assisted therapy
programsn their communities. Strong
interest was shown in the Latham
foundation’s publications an display.
especially The Latham Letter —one of
the most authoritative newsletters in
the field of pet assisted therapy — and
the excellent Latham Foundation ref-
erence book, The Loving Bond: Com-
panion Animals in the Helping Profes-
sioNs.

For additional information wrnie
Council on Pet Assisted Therapy, P.O.
Box 8003, FDR Station, New York, NY
10150; or call: (212) 535-3917. The
Latham Foundation can be contacted
at: Latham Plaza Building. Clement &
Schiller Sts., Alameda, CA 94501 (415!

521-0920. G [g %
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America’s Drug War: A Holding Action

Aobert C, MoGuwrs

Wars are fought by men, shooting
bullets, and faking objectves, Todate,
Amenca’s war on drugs” has been
fought by politicians, spouting rhetoric
and groping for a direchon. This s not
surprising, given human nature. From
lime immemorial, old man have
declared war, and young men have
dhiesd Frghiireg them Our politicians pust
now ara becoming convinced that
druges threaton the very futuie of our
nation, They have declared a war on
diugs! the youth of Amenca have been
called upon o fight it

The man and women of Amencan
law enforcemeant hava beaen claimmng
laf over twanty years that drugs afe
threatening the wery fabrie of the
nation's future, its vouth. Because of
law enforcements aducation of the
smerncan public concerning drug
abuse, and the electorales insistence
that somathing positive be done,
ahected officials and other authorities
are Starting [0 lake Stronger stands
afjainst drug use. especially after ther
chikdren become victims of the drug
.-'.n::;mrga.

Law enforcemant is famibar with
the wolent, irrational behawor of in
dividuals who are undear the influence
of drugs IIE-j:]aI and illegall. It only takes
a probice officer & weeab, on e pob o
become cominced that drugs are at
the oot of most famiby and individual
violence, robberies, automobile acci-
dants, and gthar more violent crimes.
Intellectuals, many politicians, and
cthers in the puble sector meraly
debated the realities — until therr
homes were robbed and they themsel-
vas becama lving axamples of tha
drug epkdemic

elatedly, & consensus is forming
that the greatest challenge to
dmenca's future s drug abuse, Slow-
Iy, legislanen is being passed, busi-
nesses are fealizing that they are
losmg hege prolits, and intellectuals
are becoming convinced that drug
crared thugs hurt and rob people for
thant maxt Hix. Mow that peopla’s atten-
tiom is focused on the problem, solu-
tions can begm o be presented

The Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion {DEA} has taken a leadership role
in fighting drug abiuse a3 3 war. Along
with its other lederal, state, and local
Iy enforcement counterparts, DES
has been educating the American
public aboul diug abuse for the last
three decades. Many law enforcement
ollicers have boon killed and maimed
in this wery real drug war, Most have
The Latham Lemter, Winier 1585950

bean young. Ther lives and sacrifices
have been significant. Their lives and
sachifices have given new masning to
our country’'s drug war, [hough ac-
knowlodged as awar by many, wirmualiby
no legslatve or budgetany support has
beren grven this war undil recently,

DEA's position has been that until
peaple s values and attitudes concein-
ing dryg use change, Amaearica’'s drug
protdems will continue. Law enforce-
mient effarts alone will not solve tha
problem. Though essential, enforce-
ment of drg laws is merely a bolding
action. & holding action which 2 at-
tempting 1o slow down the rapid rate
of drug abuse until the next genaration
can be educated to becoming drug
free, Disg free human baings is the
raal answer

Poboamen protect and serve. Thay
are il the primary educatons, definers
of values, or molders of consciences
and attitudes. Those are the functions
of schools, churches, and most impor-
tanthy, parents. The furdamental in-
stitutezns of American society must
reassume their traditional positions of
influence, and acively reducea the naxt
gengration's demand for drugs by
wiord and example, The reduction in
the demand for drugs is the anlby long
ftarm Solution ta Amerigca’s drug
problems

DEA, am wilsd lawe slusce et
agencies, are spending their already
scarce resources in the area of
demand reduction education, Though
nof formally trained as educaiorns, law
enforcement cfficers and agents are

educating the Amencan public about
the devastation of drug use. IUis a fight
for the next generation of Amernicans
It i & war that will take a numbear of
years and much soul searching.

Hecausas so many adulis and young
people have substance abuse
problems. tha best that law enforce
mant can hapa fof 15 a halding action
In order to see real progress in sokbng
AITEHca s diig epldamic, thie nexl
generation must be comanced that
drug use is unacceptable. DEA’s goal
i5 for a drug free genaration. 1L will be
difficult, pamful, and there i5 no
guaraniaa of success

=omea may ask why cops are 1aking
the added burden of drug prevention
education, The answer i5 simple
Policemen have credibility, Mo one can
argue with someong who intercedos
in numerous drug ndeced bghis, ar
rests violent drug users, and geis killed
and wounded by diug tratfickers. Like
the soldier the policeman Wwonid
fathar do that lor which he s trained
But until thae rest of Amecan socisty
becoma cognizant 1o its imminan
destruction through dreg abuse, the
police oMicer wall continue 1o bridge
the gap in educating and assisting the
fEad genaralion 1o be participanis in a
drug free Amenca.

Folnsl © MoGuire i a Specigd

Agant within the Drug Enforcement
Administration office located in San
Francisco, Calarma, He 5 also the
DEA Damarnd Reduenon Coordingtor
for the San Francisee Fiedd Division. &
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Kidding the Kids

continued from page |

startling to reflect that almost half of
the Mexican-American high school
students did not name a single
teacher, counselor, or administrator to
whom they would turn for information,
Is the glass haif empty or half (ull?
Centainly, less advantaged students do
need sources of advice as they move
through the school system, and too
many are not being well served.

This finding parallels an earliet
result at our Center which indicated
that the higher the proportion of Black
and Hispanic students in a class, the
less the teachers felt it was necessary
to know the rules of admission to
various types of colleges and univer-
silies. Those students with fewest
resources and greatest need for
academic information are the most
fikely to be left unserved by school
personnel.

Minority students, relatively unin-
formed about college requirements,
often do not take required courses and
are unaware of the importance of the
curricular decisions they are making.
One study (not conducted at our Cen-
ter} found that 40% of Hispanic high
school graduates in California who had
grades and test scores good enough
to enter the UC system were ineligible
to attend. Why? Because they had not
taken one or more required courses.
These ate not students who are low in
ability or unwilling to expend effort in
school. Rather, these are students
who lack information and guidance to
progress through our educational sys-
tem. The waste of their talents and
potential represents a tremendous
loss to society.
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In response to this finding, our Cen-
ter has been considering co-producing
instructional videos for high scheol
teachers and students about going to
college. In addition, we want to em-
phasize to the schools the role of per-
sonal support and encouragement as
a key ingredient in assisting minority
students. For example, Gene Laing's
success in moltivating students 10 go
to college by offering financial support
to all who graduated from high scheol
was rooted less in the money than in
his providing a counselor 1o serve as a
continuing mentor. Schools need to
restructure so as to show a personal
concern for each student. Teaching
the material is only part of the

" educator’s task.

The Stanford Family Studies Center
is also concerned about the over-rep-
resentation of minority studants in the
lower curricular tracks. We are study-
ing transcripts of 1,200 high school
students from diverse ethnic back-
grounds. By 8th grade, the test scores
and grades of Black and Hispanic stu-
dents, on the average, are low. As &
result, without overt disciimination,
one &nds up with a dis¢riminatory pat-
tern of track assignrments. You never
need look at ethnic background and,
justusing grades angd test scoles, you
would have ethnic differences in track
placement. From 8th grade test scores
and grades, the pattern of high school
assignment is farly prediclable all the
way through 12th grade. One can
predict almost 70% of the wvariation in
senior year track just by looking at the
8th grade pattern.

“The waste of their talents and
potential represents &
tremendous loss to society.”

Since it is mote difficult Lo move up
in 1rack than down, the increased
proportion of minority group students
assigned 1o low tracks effectively
prevents those studenis from ever at-
taining a high level of academic perfor-
mance. The standards for courses in
the lower track ate so minimal that
even getting an A in a course does not
enable a student to move up lo the
next course in the higher track.
Teachers' expectations for minotity
students tend to be low. and peer
pressure does not reinforce academic
goals.

Michael Rutter, a distinguished
British researcher in the education
field, concludes that academic track-
ing helps good students a littte, and
hurts poor students a lot. There is no
reward fot the teacher who exens
energy to bring a high school students
reading at the 4th grade leve) up 10 the

81h grade level. The entire schoo! sys-
tem needs to take responsibility far
this tracking dilemma, without making
it exclusively the problem of high
school counselors,

Why don’t schools work more
closely with parents? The spheres of
family and school are 100 often treated
as mutually exclusive. School person-
nel could be 1eaching parenis about
what happens at school and raising
aducational expectations of the fami-
ly. However, the current school sys-
tem provides no funds and gives little
encouragement for teachers to wark
with the families and peers of stu-
dents.

This finding also raises questions
about the lack of flexibility in the
school system. There is considersble
inertia, a tendency to keep doing
things the way we did in the past. For
example, we provide no opportunities
for turned-off students to come back
to high school later and be re-in-
tegrated. Rather, we hold many unwill-
ing teenagers hostage in classes
where they are likely to learn little.

in other areas. however, our
Center’s research reports are en-
couraging Parenting styles can make
a difference in adolescent school per-
formance. In our studies, we have
identified several powerful famly
processes thal affect adolescent out-
comes. These include parenting styles
(authoritarian, authoritative, neglect-
ful, or indulgent), family decision-
making (youth alone, parent alone, or
Jjoint discussion) and monitoring, the
ability of parents to know their child's
activities. Authoritative parenting
(which combines behavioral contral,
walmth and psychological aulonomy),
joint decision-making and parsntal
monitoring of adolescent behavior are
all assaciated with a hosl of positive
outcomes for youth, including higher
grades and less frequent misconduct.

Research in Wisconsin finds that
parenting styies are malleable.
Parents are not fixed in their behavioss.,
During adolescence, faced with
changing issues, about half of all
parents change their style of parenting
within a single year. And if they shift
towards a mote auvthoritative style of
parenting, their child shows improved
performance in many arenas. SO we
know that parents can change their
behavior and often do, and the chan-
ges can have positive results for their
children. What we must now explore
is ways to get the message to the
parents. It is encouraging to find that
parental behaviors can have immedi-
ate and powerful impacts, so that
some improvement in our schools can
occur because of changes beyond the
school boundaries.
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When we look at adolescent
deviance [stealing, cheating, sub-
slance abuse, etc.), we lound i, oo,
wias related 1o school parformance.
ne fascinating finding concems the
impact of dewiant bahavior on other
domains of adolescent life. We
thought thal lower-status students
wiould show a closer relationship be
fween devian!t bahaviar and low
grades than would higher-status sty
dents. This was emphatically provan
falze! Student from avery social group
who engaged in deviant behavigr
wended o have lower grades. All
parents, including affluent parents,
would be well advised to be con-
carned about their adolescant’s
deviance and not view it as a separable
phasze of a child's development.

“Why don'’t schools weark more
closely with parents?

We are somewhat skeptical of cur-
rent réform movements. Tinkering at
the margin will seldom make a big
difference n education when
problems are deeply rooted. For exe
ampla, our research shows that
schoals are well advised 1o work
closely wilh parenis, notl treéating
school and family as two separable
gntlities, Yet whan we ask teachais
whather they will devote more time 1o
working with parants, mast refuse.
Thay rongider theamzehes alraady
overworked and view thair classroom
actrities as 1heif central lask. Indeed,
tha system has tended 1o decraase the
number of counselars and has
gownplayed activities that provide
halpful guidance for mdividual stu-
dants and parents. Similarly, students
wihtse acadermic carees ama jeopard-
Fad by inappropriate trecking usually
come from those segmenis of socieny
lmast capable of voicing their dis-
pleasurs to school personnel. Schools
arg pound by imerta and by contracis,
Teachers should be paid meore,
predominantly to attract better people
10 & teaching career. However. the

rablem for ouwr schools i not just a
inancial gne, We nead a fundameantal
rearganization of our schools, andg that
will only occur when informed citizens
negoatiate changes that are dramatic
and far-reaching. As wa move towards
g global marketplace, our society
faces strong challenges. We need o
gnsura thal our educational system is
up to the task,

Or. Darnbusch s the Director of the
stanford Center lor the Sludy of
Families, Children ang Youth: Reed.
HM%:;{".I Professar of Human Bialegy
and Frofessor of Sociolony and Fduca.
i & Srantard Unaversity in Califorria,
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A Special Visit
coninued fram page 4

After the proposal was submitted
and approved by Hospital Administia-
tign, Physicians, Mursing, and the In-
fecton Contral Commines, the spe-
cial horse wisil date was set. Laddia
would be allowed to wisit all 1he
podidtric patignts including the
children in the Pediatric Intermediata
Care Unit a5 well 85 the Bone Marrow
Iransplant Unit, The mid-summer date
chosen facilitated the anticipation and
excitamant on the wnils

The harse would be accompanied
by the owner, AAT Coordinator and
Child Life Spacialist at all times. The
lacations of tha visit included tha
playroom, bedside and window Wisils
far those children reguinng isolaton
tor immunosupprassion. The visit
weould start in the playroom with those
childran able o mobilize themselves
independenthy or with assistance, fol-
lowoed by individual children at bed-
side. The final stop would be the Bone
Mamow Teansplant Unit, Hera the
childran would wisit rose 1o nose with
Laadie through the glass window bar-
i@, For the benafil and provacy of the
children and their families, the maedia
coverage of the avent was kept 1o 4
minimum and out of tha playrcom.

The roles of those invalved in
Laddie's visit weare discussed and
bgrood upon i advance, Tho volunleer
AAT Coordingtor would meet the Kalis-
kis and Laddie in the hospital lobby and
accompany tham into & designated
glavator to the playroom. The owner
and Coordinatar would be responsible
lor assessing Laddie’s tolerance of the
visil, He relied on those he trusted 1o
alter the wisit if he bacame fatigued

The Child Life Specialist’s role in-
cludad making assessments regarding
individyal neads, preferences and
limitations of each chikd. Her relation-
ship wath the children would facilitate
g comforable, trusting and safe at-
masphere, She would alsg assess and
monital tha children's activity leval
and tolerance of the wisi. Everyang
wiould share in educating the children
about the special guest on the unit
The rola of tha nursing staff included
assessing and facilitating interaciions
babweaen their primary patienls and
Laddie,

The unit was filled with anticipation
and excitment when Laddie's visit
came to pass, Alter months of careful
planning, the event was desmcd & suc-
cirss by the vt planneis, childran,
porems and hospiral stall

Several chilgren and parenis ex
pressod an imerest in having Laddie
wsit again. Qthers pupressed an inber

esl jn visiting Laddig's ranch and in
dcquiring & minaiure horse, Mrs, Eals-
ki reported that Laddie was his normal,
genthe self afiev the visit and she ex
prassed an interast in repeating the
program. The Child Life Specialist was
also vary pleased with the visit noling
that the unusual ammal chosen in-
creased tha receptbivenass by the
children and parenis 10 particpats,
The voluntéar AAT Caordinatoss
repa o the hospital's Infection Con-
irol Committee slated that all
guidelings ware met and due 13 the
success of Laddia’s visit, an additicnal
proposal would be submitted request-
ing angther wisit later in tho year. The
irntec von Control Commiiee agreed 1o
this with enthusiasm

“Seversl ... expressed an
interest in having Laddie v
again.”

In conclusion, theée authors have
described a successful unusual animal
wisitation program for hospitalized
children, They have attempled o pul
to rest the lequently hald opinion that
anirnals have no place in an acute care
Tacility, Careful multidisciplinary plan-
ning made the vist not only a pos-
sibiliry, but & posivve child and fammalky
cemered actvity

Joan Kazeroumian, M.Ed., has been
emplayod ot The Modical Conlor ot the

Linfversiy of Californra, San Francisco
vhe past F years ag 8 Child Life
gpec.l'm}st. She has g Masrerm in Early
hldhood Education with an am-
phasis in Chiig Lite. Her traiing is mn
Cluld Developmens, the needs of the
srok chile under siress, and the farmiy.
Debra Fila, AN, was employed g5 8
Head Nurss at The Medical Cemter af
the University of Califorrva, San Fran-
ciscd, Bhe has founded the Inshfine of
dmimal Assisted Therapy TAAT) in
San Francsoo and has organized suc-
cessful germinars focusing on vanpus
aspacts of the Human/Companion
dAmimal Bond, For further infarmation
she may be conlacied af the TAAT,
823 Shrader Sireel, San Francisco,
Calforna 24117, B
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And a Dog Named ...

continued from page 8

family lived intown, and she saw them
often. She was close tc her next-door
neighbor, and also wisited several
friends who lived in nursing homes.
One of her closest friendships was
with Harry, a man in his early sixties
whom she had known since he was a
boy. In many ways, they considered
each other “family.” Harry routinely
had supper at Virginia's a few times a
week; on Sundays they often went out
for dinner. He mowed her lawn for her
and did odd jobs around the house.
Many times she commented that it
was Harry who enabled her to live
alone for as long as she had. She could
count on him, knowing she could call
him in the evening if scme small emer-
gency occurred, even if only 1o opena
jar that her arthritic fingers couldn’t
manage.

interestingly, Harry was the one
person, other than strangers, at whom
Pepper always barked. As soon as he
heard Harry's truck in the drive, he’d
bark, continuing to do so for a good
five minutes after Harry came in and
sat down. We could determine no
other reason than jealousy (Pepper
never barked at male family members
or at the man across the street who
used Virginia's garden plot each sum-
mer). It was if Pepper knew that Harry
was his only serious rival for Virginia's
deepest affections. Fortunately, Harry
generally thought Pepper's barking
was funny too.

Once the emotional bond between
Virginia and Pepper was firmly estab-
lished, and the housebreaking prob-
lem minimized, my role as sponsor
changed. Initially, | accompanied Vir-
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ginia on one or two veterinary visits,
but it was clear that she intended to
assume full responsibility for Pepper's
care. As long as she continued to drive,
she was minimally dependent on
others. Later, when she agreed with
her family that she should sell hert car,
she enlisted their help, or Harry's, in
taking Pepper to the vet or groomer.
Had | not lived a good twenty minute
drive away, | believe she would have
found it easier to ask me for help.

“Maintaining the relationship
with the house pet can be
interpreted as reaffirming the
symbol of home and security.”

Imtially, Pepper served as the focal
point of our conversations when |
visited, but gradually, a friendship
developed that had very little 1o do
with him. After the trial placement
ended, | visited Virginia about once
evely two months. Usually she invited
me for lunch or a light supper; a few
times she also had dinner with my
husband and me at our house. When
my daughter was botn, she gave Chel-
sea a crocheted sweater and cap.

When Virginia eventually lost inter-
est in cooking and began receiving
Meals on Wheels, it was my turn 1o
bring a casserole for our lunches
together. Once, when ) asked her how
the Meals on Wheels food was. she
said, laughing, "It's not bad, but it's not
home cooking either.” But, | believe, it
was the social aspect of mealtimes
that she missed most. When Harry no
longer came to dinnet; when she
found it increasingly difficult to get
around in the kitchen ang so could not
invite other friends over for lunch, a
meaninglul, pleasurable part of her
daily life was gone.

Virginia's house had been her home
since she was a young girl, and except
for an occasional boarder or visiting
relative, she'd spent most of that time
alone and in complete control of the
house. But traveling the stairs 1o reach
the bathroom and her bedroom had
become increasingly ditficult, and, al-
though she had not been hun, an inner
ear problem affected her balance,
causing her to fall a few times. When
she was about 83, a family member,
genuinely concerned for her safety,
proposed that he buy her house and
convert it to two apartments. Two
other family members would occupy
the 2nd floor apartment, and Virginia
would have the first floor as long as
she wanted it of was able to stay.

Deciding to give up her house, even
to relatives, was difficult, and she did
so reluctantly. She acknowledged that

her new living quariers were safer and
much easier to navigate, but the house
symbolized her autenomy. While relin-
quishing ownership and part of the
house certainly put off the eventuality
of hiving in a nursing home, it probably
also signalled the end to her inde-
pendence, and ultimately, to het life.

In preparation for the renovation,
she had to sell her dining room suite
{the setting for so many soccial gather-
ings), much of the upstairs furniture,
and years of accumulated posses-
sions in the basement. Many things
dated back to her girlhood, and she
found it especially upsetting to see
them sold to strangers. It was about
this time that, wanting me to have
something of hers, and knowing | liked
old-fashioned linens, she gave me a
set of embroidered dinner napkins.

Over a two or three month period,
her dining room was converted to a
bedroom, the hall closet was made
into a bathroom, and other necessary
adjustments to the first flaor were
made. Although fairly minimal, the
changes upset her. Many times she
remarked that she no longer felt the
house was her hocme. By necessity,
other people had more say over her
life. Looking back at my five year
friendship with Virginia, | believe that
this marked the beginning of the end.
While she was also becoming physi-
cally Irailer, the real change came in
her emotional health. Virginia had al-
ways struck me as being a8 pragmatic
optlimist, a survivor. She didn’t believe
in complaining. or regretting what
could not be undone. But she was no
longer happy, content, she stopped
looking forward to each new day.

Coupled wilh what she felt was the
loss of her homs was her incieasing
isolation. Having sold her car, she had
o rely on family members 1o take her
places; this cut back the number of
visits she made to friends. Her balance
deteriorated and she went from using
a cane to a walker. She no longer felt
up to her daily visit with her next-door
neighbor (also a housebound elderly
womanj. But perhaps the most dif-
ficult sociaf loss was the change in her
long-standing friendship with Harry.
For whatever reasons, Harry did not
get along well with the family mem-
bers who now owned Virginia's house
and the garage he had rented for
decades. As a result, he disliked com-
ing to the house, and visited much less
frequently, although he sull continued
to check in on her every few days, and
took her oul for Sunday dinner when
the weaither was good.

My visits continued to be satisfying,
and she especially enjoyed my
daughter, noting with delight the chan-
ges as she grew. Watching Chelsea
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play on the floor spurred reminisces
about the various children she had
cared for at different times in her life.
Despite the fact that she clearly was
not as upbeat or as strong as she had
been, and that frequently she dozed in
her chair during lapses in conversa-
tion, Virginia was interested and intet-
esting, asking me about my family, my
work. She remained articulate, and
retained her keen, though quiet, sense
of humor.

But her life was much more cir-
cumscribed than before, and her con-
versation reflected that, focusing
oftenon friends who were sick, or who
had died. Now, she found it even more
painful to visit those friends who were
in nursing homes. We had often talked
about nursing homes, and she had al-
ways maintained that she would never
go. that if she did, she wouldn't last
long.

| believe Virginia felt she could talk
[rankly with me about her feelings. She
was careful not to overwhelm me with
complaints, but knew she could let off
some steam without worrying | might
take offense or discount her discon-
tent. She was fond of her family, but
her increased dependency con them
had added to her relationship with
them an inevitable element of resent-
ment, and gerhaps even fear. The fami-
ly dd include her frequently — she
always spent holidays with them, and
many Sundays — and they visited and
checked in on her regularly. In the
autumn before she died, they held an
open house for her so friends and
neighbors could drop in, visit, and
share an informal buffet supper.

As time went by, Virginia moved
more and more slowly. and spent most
of her time in her chair on the anclosed
sunpoich, Peppertucked up like a little
black pillow on her lap. Because her
eyes required very large type, she read
little. Our last visit together took place
about a week before Christmas. Chel-
sea wore her Christmas dress (Virginia
enjoyed seeing her dressed up) and
we brought lunch and a plateful of
cookies. Before we left, we kissed her
and told her how special she was.

Virginia died a few weeks after the
holidays. She had fallen out of bed and
broken a rib. She very reluctantly con-
sented to give the nursing home a trial
stay after she was released from the
hospital, but once there, she refused
lo eat of speak to anyone. She did ask
about Pepper once or twice and was
reassured that he was being looked
after. Being in the nursing home was
simply intolerable to her, and she died
within a week.

A photograph | had taken of Virginia
sitting in her chair in the sunlight, with
Chelsea and Pepper in her lap, was
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used by the funeral director 1o help
prepare the body. At her viewing,
several people mentioned Pepper and
his role in her life, and expressed hope
that he would find a good home. He
has since been placed with anothet
Pact client, which I'm sure would have
pleased her.

My five-year relationship with Vir-
ginia was very much reciprocal. In ad-
dition to warm friendship and good
company, she gave me the rare oppol-
tunity to know someone who grew up
in a time vastly different from my own.
Her stories made the past tangible,
and showed me how dilfereat life was
then, how much the same it still is.
Knowing Virginia also reminded me
that the elderly [as are members of any
group that, for convenience, we lump
together) are individuals. Her curiosity,
wry sense of humor, and strong sense
of self reinforced my belief that, with
the luck of good health, old age can be
arewarding, alive time of life. Witness-
ing her ultimate decline also made me
realize how fragile we are then, how
what might seem small changes in
health, circumstance, or living arrange-
ments can defeat even the hardiest,
most vibrant of spirits.

"Her relationship with the pet
did not replace human social
relationships, but
supplemented them ...~

Discussion

This case adds to the array of find-
ings that argue pets provide valuable
social support to older owners. The
pet was acquired as other, earlier
forms of social activity became less
feasible, and became progressively
more important as the woman’s social
opportunities narrowed. While there is
little doubt that the affection the
woman gave and received was the
most important aspect of the relation-
ship, she also enjoyed and was reas-
sured by the dog's constant com-
panionship and protective behavior.

Her telationship with the pet did not
replace human social relationships,
but supplemented them, and provided
opportunities to expand her social net-
woik (I.e., her resulting friendship with
the sponsar).

This owner did not conform in many
respects to the stereotypes of older
women and their pets. Pet keeping
was not a life long activity, but was
consciously adopted as a coping
strategy late in life. The pet was not
addressed or treated like a child sub-
stitute. The woman was not a lenient
or “spoiling”™ owner, but insisted on
certain standards of conduct from the

pet. Despite increasing debility, she
was able to manage the pet until the
final weeks of her life, without neglect-
ing the animal, allowing extensive
damage to her home, or requesting
undue amount of help from her family
and sponsor. Her individuatity was
reflected in the way she related to
Pepper.

This case highlights again the need
to consider individual differences
among older pet owners, Generaliza-
tions about clder owners should be
carefully examined before they are ac-
cepted.

The woman's pet, and the valunteer
sponsof, appeared to buffer some of
the social tension inherent in the
family’s provision of informal care at
home. The family solution was realis-
tic and considerately implemented,
but its implications and the loss of
control of her home deeply disturbed
the elder woman. Confiding in the dog
and volunteer provided a safe and
comforting outlet. While the details
are different for each person, we feel
that a change or loss of familiar sur-
roundings is a commaon crisis for im-
paired older persons. Maintaining the
relationship with the house pet can be
interpreted as reaffirming the symbol
of home and security.

It does appear that the pet's role
and provision of social suppoit are
complex and depend on the relation-
ships the animal has with other
humans in the network. This tentative
cobservation suggests that analysis of
the effects of animal ownership
should identify the pet as an individual
in the social network of the owner, and
should examine the social roles and
functions the animal performs, rather
than rely exclusively on the affection
for one animal as reported by the own-
er, or as perceived by observers.

Finally, this case demonstrates an
observation made repeatedly in the
limited number of successful long
term volunteer sponsor/owner rela-
tionships. The early phase of assisting
anolderowner s “pet-cen-tered,” con-
cerned with animal behavior, care, and
establishing effective ownership prac-
tices. This provides an opportunity for
trust between velunteer and owner to
develop. The later, longer phase of the
relationship is more “person-
centered,” concerned more with the
needs and functioning of the older
owner than with the pet. The pet's
needs are met, but they do not dictate
the timing and content of most calls,
visits, and mailings between the volun-
teer and owner. This notion should be
followed up In systematic research,
and may have implications for the
training of volunteer sponsors.

Continued on page 22
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WHAT?
A SERIES AND
NOBADGUYS?

Catch Withit 2nd be absorbed in the woyld that
natlure inlended.

This hall-hour senes. preser:ed in color and live action,
IS Al once enteviaining and educaiiona).

Without cops 'n robbers.

You'll learn abow dolphins, a dairy. people — make friends
with seals. even witness the destructive fury of a forest fire.

Withit s laughing, living and leaming with naluce. And
you'll love every exciting minute. A weekly senes

for P
everyone presented by Lhe Latham Foundation. W
SO GET w

“WITHIT” is Back on Television!

I's a new decade; a series of 26
programs has become 52. And, WITHIT
is still entertaining. This time it's
thanks 1o Low Power and Cable
Television stations across the countey
These oultlets bring the message of
respect for all life to millions of our
youth. The Latham Foundation is con-
cerned about many things — educat-
ing our young (s one. But a very impor-
tant and necessary one: this is our
future and we need to teach them
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something of a2 deeper concern about
this life — more than just the fabric of
technology that enhances our
econamic posture. WITHIT does just
that.

This is the first in a series of an-
nouncements aboul the Latham
Foundation's continuing involvement
with the broadcast media that began
in 1922. The agdvertisement shown
above is currently appearing in the
LPTV (Low Power Television) Journal.

&

And a Dog Named ...

continued from page 2/

We urge other practitioners and in-
vestigators 1o write-up case siudies of
experiences with human/animal
relationships, to provide a source of
descriptive information and grounded
theory.
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